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an entirely 
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sports car! 




















° SS 7252 ae” 


This sassy little brother to the 








Austin Healey 100-Six sets a new high 
in 948 c.c. performance...a new low in cost! 
($1,795. p.0.e. New York) 


Ask your dealer for details on the new 
Austin Healey ‘Sprite’ today! 





Represented in the United States by 


amir ac AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION .- 27 West 57th Street, New York 19, New Yort 


A product of The British Motor Corporation, Ltd. « Sold and serviced by a nationwide network of distributors and dealers 















AUG 6 1958 
MODERN SPORTS CAR SERIES...$1.95 ea. 


New series of books for Enthusiasts. Packed with 
photos facts & figures each is written by an authority. 


PORSCHE GUIDE At last a book on 

PORSCHE Porsche! Shows all, tells all on His- 

tory, Spex, Tuning, ‘Driving & Racing. 
| MG GUIDE. Complete, J. Christy. 

| SCOOTER GUIDE. Ali you'll want to 


know about every make from buying 

























to riding & maintenance. 
GREAT RACING DRIVERS OF THE 
WORLD. 40 greats: Ascari to Wimille 


=F 
4 in foto & fact. Has U.S. drivers. 


SPORTS CARS OF THE WORLD by Robert Haimi. Spex, 
fotos & prices of all sports cars available in the U.S. 
A GUIDE TO RALLYING by Larry Reid. Covers the 
Rally waterfront from beginning to winning. 

JAGUAR a John Bentley. History with spex & poop 
onC &D wees lus maintenance & performance data. 
USED SPO AR yy — by John Chris 
Tells 7* what to look for & how NOT to get stuck. 
GUIDE TO COMPETITION DRIVING by Paul O’Shea. 
Qualified author gives pointers on a difficult subject. 


AIL9 titles....$16.00 SPECIAL Any 3 
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ed by expert modelers as the most detallec p 
kits ever seen. These MERIT kits are complete in every 
detail of the 7 resentative cars. All parts & cement 
are supplied. NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. PScale is 1/24. 
Cars are from left to right as pictured: 
e GP CONNAUGHT e 4 MERCEDES @ LOTUS Mk i 
GP MASERATI e JAGUAR @ GP FERRARI 
ASTON MARTIN DB-3S - COOPER Mk 9 e@ GP VANWALL 


all 9 kits....$16.00 SPECIAL any 6 ........ $11.00 
JUST ADDED @ BRM @ Simca-Gordini $2.25 ea 
MODEL CAR RAIL RACING........................ $2.75 


A new British book on complete details of electric 
& diesel model car racing. Covers: Power Units; 
scale; tails; guides; steering; pits; organization 
& much else of interest to fans of this new excit- 
ing sport. (Bodies from MERIT kits can be used). 
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Average Speed 
Calculator Mk 1 


‘ Nearly the last word for Rally com- 
) +) puting . Average Speed, Time 
= L) oF Distance (whichever is un- 
: = J y known) is read directly on a 
wee A / 51” engraved machine-divided 
2m “ _ celluloid dial................. Price $4.50 
_ NO mathematical knowledge needed! 
RALLIES TRIALS & GYMKHANAS 
For Beginner—leaves no question unanswered. 
For Expert—polishes rough edges for SMOOTH finishes. 


RACING EQUIPMENT 


STIRLING MOSS 
DRIVING GLOVES 


Price $9.95 
Designed & used by Moss & 
many other GP drivers. Maxi- 
mum grip with minimum heat. 
Crochet backs; Chamois, cape 
or pigskin palms. 7% to 10 
Don’t forget to state size & 


paim wanted. 
RRs $39.50 
TOPTEX Competition model $35.00 
















































































































































HELMETS 

















Both helmets meet new SCCA requirements. Furnished 


by Hat 








in white only. Bell is full coverage; Toptex 
Non-resilient " segreved liners in both. ORDER 
SIZE. Descriptive leaflets on requ 











































U.S. Air Force nearly new 100% Nylon 

beefed-up metal bars & — release. Not too oretty 
but safest of all. Can be dyed 

w ith swivel fittings ready to install 


SAFETY BELT SPECIAL 


BRAND NEW same as above but with cot- 
ton webbing & regular fittings. $4 95 
WHILE THEY LAST. . 


sAUTOBOOKS, 
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NEW BOOKS 


THE RACE—(indianapolis) ............................ $10.00 
A terrific photobook of 70 10” x 14” pages depicting 
all of the drama & action at the 500 mile race. Almost 
as real as tho you were there. 

2.50 


ASTON-MARTIN STORY 
390 pages in small type not only about the Aston but 
practically a history of British Motor Sport from 1921 
to 1957. A great car with a heritage of great design, 
drivers and successes .. . a great book! 

$4.00 


IN THE TRACK OF SPEED 


Stirling Moss's biography. Naturally involves insights 
to the great of both cars & personalities. 


ALF FRANCIS RACING MECHANIC .................. 
The real low down on some Ist class GP racing by 
Stirling Moss’s former mechanic. Tops. 

coated $6.25 


SPORTS CAR, DESIGN DEVELOPMENT 
A very readable non-technical presentation of technical 
points concerned with sports car design progress from 
1903 to 1957. The coverage is unusual & even Mercer, 
Stutz & Duesenberg are included—a fine book with 36 
full page drawings & many photos. 


CAR DRIVING AS AN ART................ $3.50 


By S. C. H. (Sammy) Davis, famous British all 
around motorist. One of the best books on driving. 
Treats with every phase from “Unditching”’ to 
Driving For Performance. 


READERS’ CHECK LIST 


@ READING & REFERENCE 


VOLKSWAGEN STORY —— Expectation 
ee STORY SM 
MERCEDES-BENZ . Cc. it. __ SORISIRGRSs 
THREE POINTED STAR AA — 
MOTOR RACING WITH MERCEDES-BENZ ................ 
MAINTAINING THE BREED (First ea) MG 
MAINTAINING THE BREED (New edition) 
CLASSIC CORD Details all models 
DUESENBERG—Best book on make ...... 
MAGIC MPH—MG exploits—Gardner .... 
WORLD’S AUTOMOBILES—4000 makes 
VANISHING LITRES—Rex Hays ................cc000 
NEW book GP racing from the spectators 
EDWARDIAN CARS—1905-16 

THE VINTAGE MOTOR CAR—Clutton ..................... 
FROM VETERAN TO VINTAGE—Pomeroy 
500cc RACING—Grant 
10 YEARS OF MOTORS & MOTOR RACING 
MOTOR RACING MANAGEMENT—Wyer 
CONTROLLING A RACING CAR TEAM— Davis 
ECONOMY CAR BLITZ Compare ‘em alli 
A RACING MOTORIST—Davis—A classic 
PRESS ON REGARDLESS—A novel ................0.0000. 
CHECKERED FLAG—Reads like a novel 
RACING SPORTS CARS . . . Klemantaski ... 
DRIVERS IN ACTION . . . Kiemantaski .......... 
BRITISH RACING GREEN . . . Klemantaski . 
FERRAR! & MASERATI IN ACTION 
CARACCIOLA— aay 


































PURSUIT OF VICTORY . . . Karl Kling story .......... $4 
GRAND PRIX DRIVER . . . Herman ROS 34 
JUAN FANGIO . . World Champion .............. ua 
LIFE OF FANGIO 





GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES—Shaw 
STIRLING MOSS— Autobiography ........... 
STIRLING MOSS’S Book of Motor Sport ... 


e ANNUALS e¢ 


HI PERFORMANCE CARS 1958 
Road tests, tech data, drawings etc. Best ever 
1956; 1957 editions $2.00 ea. All 3 years .... 
a ae ROAD TESTS 1958—the new cars 
, "55 ....$1.50 ea. 1956 & 1957 
MOTOR "ROAD Tests TT actssicisctenindiaciassiniinns 
RACING CAR’ REVIEW RR 
Full tech details of year’s GP cars & spars. 
All back years avail. from ‘48 thru '57 ......... 
SPECIAL _ 7 issues $10. 06 
MOTOR YEAR BOOK 1957 $4.50 
One of the most pnd record books ever. 
1950, 1953, '55, 









Automobile Year1958... $9.95 


Automobile Year is the world’s finest presentation 
of motoring hilites. Each annual outdoes its pre- 
decessor & every issue of this King-Size (942 x 
1242) book of 208 pgs. is a real showpiece. 
Contents—CARS OF THE YEAR; Pix & tech spex of 
all 1957 cars plus 1958 models at London & Paris 
Shows & in the U.S. 1957 World Driver GP’s; World 
Sports Car Championships; Report on 1957 Le 
Mans; Championship Rallies & others. 

1957 SPEED RECORDS © ‘58 SPORTS CALENDAR 
BUGATTI Name & Legend © YEAR'S COACHWORK 
@ TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF FORMULA 1 RACING 
PRESENT and FUTURE OF MOTOR SPORT e@ STILL 
SMALLER CARS & many other features. 


FIRST ED., 1954, $6.50; 1957, $9.95. BOTH $15.50 
SPECIAL OFFER 1954, 57 & 58 (all 3)....$25.00 





2708-B Magnolia 





Burbank 8, 


Boulevard 
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California—Phone 


NOW a New Series of 
SPORTS CAR 
CARICATURES 





e T-Bird « TR3 + Porsche + Corvette 





This NEW set of decorative 2- 
color sketches on 11 x 17 simu- 
lated matte paper may be 
masked & framed to suit any 
room. ORDER Set #2 for those 


shown. 
Set #1-VW- Jaguar-MG~-Mercedes $3.98 
(see 25 ads for illustrations) 
Add/set for: Air 25c; Ist cls 15c. In Calif. 12c tax 
SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER . . Both sets $7.00 


Keep ‘em Running with 


SERVICE MANUALS.................. $6.95 ea. 


Official factory manuals for Australia are accurate, 
authoritative & complete. Each has many illustrations, 
charts, diagrams & drawings covering the following: 
@ ENGINE @ CLUTCH @ GEARBOX @ REAR AXLE 
@ BRAKES @ FRONT SUSPENSION @ STEERING 
@ COOLING @ ELECTRICAL @ FUEL SYSTEM 
@ BODY @ WHEELS & HUBS, etc. 

Each * denotes a separate manual as follows: 
AUSTIN * A 40 Devon '47-52 % Somerset '52-54 
* MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2 
* MG-TD * HILLMAN °36-55 % RENAULT 750/760 
FORD *% V8 & Merc '32-48 %& '49-54 % '55-56 
* Consul-Zephyr 51-56 % Anglia-Prefect 53-56 
* MORRIS 1000 * SIMCA Aronde & Elysee 


% VOLKSWAGEN Incl. 1956 


MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL 
eTC eTDetTFe MGA........ Price $10.00 


This one Australian manual covers for all the MG 
models listed everything included in the factory man- 
uals. Includes competition OUMPS. for TC, TD and TF. 
SU CARBURETORS & FUEL PUMPS _Mfgr)... $3.75 
in stock but limited. Very hard to get. 

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF THE MG A........ $5.00 
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals only with the A 
and the ZA Magnette in the first book to be published 
on tuning these engines. Author has written many 
tuning books and is recognized as an authority. Tips 
will also work on Morris, with caution! 

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG’s (to TF-1500)....$5.00 
Same author as above book but on different MG’s. 
M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to TF-1500) 5 
crornae & tune an 





Bh. om bumper to tail light. 
MG TF FACTORY MANUAL..002..........ccccccescesseneee $7. 
AUSTIN HEALEY 100 Six SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr)....$12. 50 
AUSTIN HEALY 100 Four SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr)....$12.50 
CROSLEY A... MANUAL .. . all models................ 00 
MORRIS MINOR Ser M & MM Factory Manual......$7.50 
VOLVO SERVICE MANUAL (Mfgr)..................c00.00000- $13.00 
RENAULT DAUPHINE REPAIR —— Sc citsosebia _— 
Clymer book. NOT a shop manual! but very good 
VOLKSWAGEN MAINTENANCE HANDBOOK See $2.00 
Same as above but on VW’s. 
OWNER'S aa he re TD ¢ TF « A........ $2.50 ea. 


Healy 100-4 «+ 1 ¢ MG TC........$3.50 ea. 
DESIGN & TUNING ry OMPETITION ENGINES. ....$7.50 
: ecific & gene’ i oqueces tuning for competition. 

TUNING FOR SPEED & ECONOMY.......................... 
Even an amateur mechanic can benefit from this one. 


FORD FACTORY SHOP MANUALS 
We can, after 4 years of trying, make immedi- 
ate delivery of the following Ford factory 
shop manuals: 1949-50-51 (one manual) $5.00; 
1952, $5.00; 1953, $6.50; 1954, $6.50; 1955, 
$5.50; 1956, $5.50; 1957 (includes T-Bird) 
i $6.50; 1958, $6.50; 1958 Thunderbird, $6.50. 


HOW TO TUNE YOUR FOREIGN CAR................ $2.00 
Bill Corey, Road & Track’s expert gives tuning spex 
for 14 popular foreign cars & tells you what to do 
with them to keep the beasts in first class trim. 
CARBURETION .. . by . Fisher 
VOL 1.—Theory of Fuels Mixtures, Induction Systems, 
Manifold Design, Fuel injection, < SEs $9.50 
VOL. 2—Installation & Service—Covers: Zenith, S.U., 
Solex, Stromberg, Carter, Holley, Ford, etc.......... $9.50 
SPECIAL—Both Vols. (a Complete Reference)...... $18.00 
in California PLEASE ADD 4% tax on all orders. 


9-1294 
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The cream colored 150-S, 
photographed at Marl- 
boro by John Christy, is 
the one we road tested 
(see page 18). Engine 
shots by Bob Coogan. 
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SUPERCHARGE WITH JUDSON 









ACCELERATION 





Over fifty thousand satisfied owners throughout the world 
Superchargers for the Renault, MG-A and Volkswagen 
WRITE TODAY FOR LITERATURE (dealer inquiries invited) 
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TOPTEX HELMET (Racing) for competition racing with 
full wrap-around nyion harness(Patent #2,625,683) 
Approved for competition racing by Snell Memoria! 
Foundation. Sports Car Club of America and other 
organizations accept Snell Foundation-approved 


helmets 


.. list price $33.25 


TOPTEX HELMET 
EXCLUSIVE FEATURES: 


@ Toptex has the patented half-inch 
thick non-resilient styrene foam life 
saving helmet liner. 

a ® only TopTex patent liners absorb 
and spread the impact force before 
it reaches the brain. 

@ Only Toptex offers maximum com- 
fort with maximum safety —weighs 
only 22 oz.; has super-safe nylon-roll 

=—— protection for back of neck. 

-- ® onty TopTex helmets have met the 

rigid specifications set forth by Los 

Angeles Police Department and 

California Highway Patrol. 


® only TopTex (or other approved 
helmets) will be permitted for use 
on national racetracks after June, 
1958. 


- Helmets available immediately on order 
= giving hat band size. 


TOPTEX, Inc. 





Inglewood 3, Californi 
ORegon 8-3667 
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“PESTY LITTLE THINGS .. 
6521 West Boulevard, 





OUTA TRAFFIC ...NO ROOM FOR 
"EM ON THE HIGHWAYS...” 


very sincerely yours: 


IRTUALLY EVERY ISSUE of SCI is fun to put together but this one represen 
a sort of high point. First and foremost is the “Don’t Call Us, We'll Call You 
feature starting on Page 21. Like virtually every other outfit tied in with th 


automotive business we viewed the sharp drop in Detroit sales and concomitant rig 


in imported car sales with mixed emotions. The first was one of happiness to see a greate 
proportion of the car buying public coming out of the fog and the second was one 
some concern as to what a depressed Detroit would do to the nation’s overall econom) 
The third feeling was one of curiosity — why the turnabout. The result was som 
skull-scratching and the idea of turning one of “them little furrin cars” over to 
family the members of which could be expected to break out a Flit gun at the sight of o 
and see if they felt the same way after a fair trial. To see just how they felt before, duri 
and after, turn to page 21. One thing we can say is that Flit guns in the Strom househo! 
are now used strictly for vermin. 
* . 7 

We've another First in this issue, too. This is the first Elva Courier to reach the U. S. 
in fact it’s the first Courier, period. For several reasons we weren’t able to do a full-sca 
test on it but we got enough time with it to make a very interesting yarn. Yes,.sir, this 
a very interesing car indeed. We'd thought that sports cars were common enough to ha 
lost some of their secondary characteristics but the Courier proved that supposition wron 
Very desirable property, the Courier. 

* . * 

Speaking of fun-type automobiles, we've gotten done wringing out Donald Heale 
latest brain-child, the Austin-Healey Sprite. Some time ago we tested a Morris Minor 10 
and at that time said something to the effect that all they had to do was drop a roa 
ster body on it, let the engine breathe a bit deeper and there’d be a ready-made spo 
car. Well, they haven’t done exactly that — there’s a lot of A-35 material in it — but th 
Sprite is just about as close as you can get. This machine is pure joy to drive, at least if you’ 
not hell bent on breaking records. Try one and tell the man we sent you. We'll give you oj 
city block and if at the end of that time you don’t have a grin from sideburn to sidebu 
you've got ice in your veins. 

* * * 

Next month Kar] Ludvigsen comes back to the pages of SCI. Collaborating with Je 
Alexander he’s come up with the full scoop on Enzo Ferrari’s latest effort the Dino 246 au 
related cars with the new V-6 engines. It’s typical Ludvigsen material with all t 
information that could be pried out of Maranello. Also back is Ken Purdy with the kin 
of yarn he does best. This time it’s a vignette hitherto untold in detail out of the fabulo 
life of Nuvolari, the time he didn’t win. It was the first post-war Mille Miglia and Niv 
had accepted a ride with Cisitalia. The car was tiny and at 1100 cc, spotted the competitic 
better than a liter and a half. As we said, he didn’t win, he only came in second after t 
most harrowing drive imaginable. It’s a terrific story and Ken tells it the way only 
can tell it. “ 


— john chris 


OH YEA! 











. YOU’D 
THINK THEY OWNED THE ROADS 
THE WAY THEY DODGE IN AND 


“JOHN’LL NEVER REST TILL HE 
GETS ONE. THAT’S ALL I HEAR . 
I’M GONNA GET ME ONE OF THOS%E 
. . . ’'M GONNA GET ME ONE Cf 
THOSE...” 




















z FOR THE ABARTH- 
@ EQUIPPED FERRARIS 


@** and 2"* at Stra 


WITH THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


ABARTH 


FREE-EXHAUST SYSTEMS 











Can be installed in SIX MINUTES! 


= ist and 2nd at Sebring in 1957—-AND 1958! Ist, 
2nd and 3rd in the Mille Miglia! World-championship 
cars rely on ABARTH FREE-ExHAusT SysTEMS! 












































The same power increase and absolute reliability that 
AVAILABLE FOR THESE CARS: brings in ABARTH winners is now available for your car! 
VW and Karmann Ghia, All Models = $32.50 The proved-in-competition performance of ABARTH 
VW and Karmann Ghia, Systems in the world’s most gruelling road races is a con- 
Deluxe Model for 1956 and later 34.50 a 8 han “ 
Borgward Isabella and TS 39.50 firmation of the dynamometer tests that every ABARTH 
Fiat 600 Exhaust System 19.95 System receives before it is offered for sale. 
Fiat 1100 Exhaust System 44.50 Yet, these exhaustive tests prove that increased power and 
aehaeat aol rion acceleration are only part of the story. All owners of 
Mercedes 190-SL Exhaust System 44.50 ABARTH-equipped cars also enjoy remarkable improve- 
Mercedes 220-S Exhaust System 42.50 ment in gas economy and a cooler-running engine. | 
Porsche Exhaust System, All Models 44.50 All ABARTH Free-Exuaust Systems use a revolution- | 
nse Docohie fihioat toe an piss A ary, baffle-free design that fully scavenges exhaust gasses. | 
Alfa Giulietta Sprint Exhaust System 69.50 Discover your car’s hidden qualities with an ABARTH 
Alfa Giulietta Spyder Exhaust System 79.50 SYSTEM. Easy to install! CAUTION: Beware of cheap 
=~ Vespa Exhaust System 19.95 imitations. Look for the ABARTH seal on every unit! 
Lambretta Exhaust System 19.95 
Fiat 600 Engine Modification Kit 139.50 FREE to car owners, the new 1958 FISHER- 
Abarth Supplementary Cooling System ABARTH catalog. Packed with illustrations 
for Fiat 600, Complete Kit 59.50 and road test data on all ABARTH Free- 
Which Output does fortes 29.50 Exhaust Systems. Write for your copy TODAY! 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 











FISHER PRODUCTS - 21-25 44th DRIVE - LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y. 


5.A. Importe) Ural \por Ca 1c 
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CHECK FOR YOUR LOCAL DEALER ON FOLLOWING TWO PAGES 
















VLAT! 


Step into the wonderful world of Fiat...a world 





of pleasure and of pride. Step on the gas and 
discover Fiat’s responsive road-ways — smooth, 
clinging, maneuverable. Step up to the simple 
sophistication of Fiat’s Italian styling, elegantly 
custom-crafted. Step away from giant gas bills — 
and enjoy Fiat’s fabulous economy—up-to-53 miles 
per gallon. Step into your Fiat dealer’s and 

inspect his big selection (sedans, sports cars, wagons) 


and tiny tariff (as low as $1098). Step up to FIAT! 


NEW YORK PORT OF ENTRY 
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES* 


500 Convertible $1098 
600 Sedan 1353 
600 Convertible 1415 


, 600 Multipla (5 Seater) 1658 


¢ 600 Multipla(6 Seater) 1658 





1100 Sedan 1743 
1100 Station Wagon 2129 
1200 Roadster 2553 


1200 Sedan 2278 
*PRICES SLIGHTLY HIGHER ON WEST COAST 















1174.3" 


de' 1100 Sedan shown here, fully equipped with heater and defroster, 
ds tield washer, leatherette upholstery, white wall tires, directional 
nas, undercoating, and many other accessories. No extras. 
cther models similarly equipped. 






[taly’s Great Economy Car 














ARIZONA 


FIAT 
FIAT 


FIAT 


IN FLAGSTAFF 
WILSON MOTORS 
820 E. Sante Fe 


IN PHOENIX 
EUROPEAN MOTORS, LTD. 
1329 N. Central Avenue 


IN YUMA 

GRIFFEN BUICK INC. 
IMPORTED CAR DIVISION 
1001 4th Street 


NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


IN BELMONT 
HOWARD AUTO COMPANY 
1538 El Camino Real 


IN CHICO 
MILLER & GIBERSON IMPORTS 
2303 99 E. North 


IN CONCORD 
DOUG DICKER, INC. 
2346 Monument Blvd. 


IN EUREKA 
K. B. McCARTHY IMP. CAR DIV. 
4th at “A” Street 


IN FRESNO 
LIRA MOTORS 
1461 Broadway 


IN HAYWARD 
A. D. RAMSEY MOTOR CO. 
21650 E. 14th Street 


IN LOS GATOS 
EL GATO EDSEL SALES 
291 E. Main Street 


IN MERCED 
TED SCHUMAN 
19th and “L” Sts. 


IN MONTEREY 
KUNSTLE MOTOR CO. 
Pearl & Washington Streets 


IN NAPA 
THE GASSER MOTORS INC. 
2023 Soscol Avenue 


IN OAKLAND 
CARL J. BLOCK 
3737 Broadway 


IN PALO ALTO 
DON HAMPTON INC. 
4195 El Camino 


IN RICHMOND 
FRANK A. GATTO CO. 
132 23rd Street 


IN SACRAMENTO 
CONTINENTAL MOTORS 
1020 16th Street 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 
EUROPEAN MOTORS, LTD. 
1740 Van Ness Avenue 


IN SAN JOSE 
FLETCHER MOTOR CO. 
425 South Market Street 


IN SAN RAFAEL 
SUBURBAN MOTORS 
509 Francisco Bivd. 


IN STOCKTON 
KELLER-REEVES MOTORS 
216 N. El Dorado Avenue 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


FAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
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IN WATSONVILLE 
TOM LAWSON 
216 Van Ness Avenue 


SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


IN BEVERLY HILLS 
HOFFMAN OF CALIFORNIA, INC. 
9130 Wilshire Blvd. 


IN BELLFLOWER 
PEAIRS BROS. IMPORTS 


FIAT 

FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


ENCINO CAR CENTER 


17233 Ventura Blvd. 
IN ESCONDIDO 
EUROPA AUTO IMPORTS 


311 E. Ohio St. 


IN FULLERTON 
RENFREE MOTORS 
748 W. Commonwealth 


IN GLENDALE 
COLONIAL IMPORTS 
136 S. Glendale Avenue 


IN HERMOSA BEACH 
HERMOSA IMPORTS & FIAT DIV. 
NEWCASTLE SPORTS CAR 
CENTRE, LTD. 

505 Pacific Coast Hwy. 


IN INDIO 
McCANDLESS IMPORTED CARS 
Highway 99 


IN LAGUNA BEACH 
ED CLANCY PONTIAC 
1402 S. Coast Bivd. 


IN LONG BEACH 
MICKEY FINN FOREIGN CARS 
3300 Atlantic Blvd. 


IN LOS ANGELES 
BOZZANI MOTORS 
401 Sunset Blvd. 


IN LOS ANGELES 
KAISER BROS. 
Imported Car Division 
1540 S. Figueroa St. 


IN EAST LOS ANGELES 
ANTOYAN PONTIAC IMP. CAR DIV 
5059 Whittier Blvd. 


IN MONROVIA 
LEES EDSEL INC. 
139 W. Huntington Dr. 


IN ONTARIO 
VEY-SETT AUTOMOBILE CO. 
611 W. Holt Bivd. 


IN PASADENA 
MONISE MOTORS INC. 
90 N. Santa Anita 


IN PASADENA 
WILLARD KARL MOTORS, INC. 
316 W. Colorado St. 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
~~*FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


IN POMONA 
W. R. SHADOFF INC. 
4th at Locust 


IN REDLANDS 
GARVEY MOTORS 
415 Orange Street 


IN SAN DIEGO 

EUROPEAN MOTOR SALES CO. 
OF SAN DIEGO 

17th & Broadway 


IN SAN GABRIEL 
LAS TUNAS MOTORS 
433 W. Las Tunas Drive 


IN SAN LUIS OBISPO 
STANDARD MOTOR & EQUIP’T CO. 
1701 Monterey St. 


IN SAN PEDRO 
CECIL L. THOMAS & SONS 
339 S. Pacific Ave. 


IN SANTA ANA 
HARRISON RENO 
201 N. Sycamore 


IN SANTA MONICA 
BILL HUNT MOTORS 
10th & Wilshire Blvd. 


IN VAN NUYS 
C. HARRY DOW 
7711 Van Nuys Blvd. 


IN VENTURA 


HARRIS MOTOR CO. 
2191 Thompson Blvd. 


IN BRISTOL 
IMPORTED SPORT CARS 
575 Terryville Avenue 


IN DARIEN 
TOLM MOTORS, INC. 
819 Boston Post Road 


IN EAST HARTFORD 
BURNSIDE MOTORS, INC. 
168 Burnside Avenue 


IN GREENWICH 
MORLEE MOTORS, INC. 
213 West Putnam Avenue 


IN MERIDEN 
MERIDEN MOTOR SALES, INC. 
285 West Main Street 


IN NEW HAVEN 
CONTINENTAL AUTO LTD. 
106 Whalley Avenue 


IN STRATFORD 
ITALIA MOTOR CO. 
1375 Barnum Avenue 


IN WATERBURY 
THE IMPORT MOTORS, INC. 
657 Watertown Avenue 


IN WILLIMANTIC 
YOUNG MOTORS 
1029 Main Street 


FIAT 


IN PORTLAND 
BROWN MOTORS, INC. 
495 Forest Avenue 









IN NEWARK 
DU KAY IMPORTED CARS 
16 Elizabeth Avenue 


MASSACHUSETTS 
IN BOSTON 
FIAT R. E. CLARK CO., INC. 


FIAT 

FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


IN CLAREMONT 
S & O GARAGE, INC. 
FIAT 181 Washington Street 
IN BUFFALO 
IN MANCHESTER AUTO-LAND, INC. 
MERRIMACK ST. GARAGE, INC. 1065 Main Street 
40-56 Merrimack Street 
IN ENDICOTT 
IN PORTSMOUTH CARROLL-KRESGE, INC. 
ZOFFOLI MOTORS, INC. 3124 Main Street 
Interstate Highway 
NEW JERSEY FIAT 
IN ATLANTIC CITY IN GLENS FALLS 
CARLAN MOTORS, INC. CARSWELL MOTORS, INC. 
42 N. Albany Ave. 685 Glen Street 
IN CLIFTON IN GREAT NECK 
DE TONE FOREIGN CARS, INC. BIENER PONTIAC 
540 Lexington Avenue 250 Northern Blvd. 
IN EAST ORANGE IN HEMPSTEAD 
ALPINE CARS, INC. MONARCH EDSEL CO., INC. 
235 McKinley Ave: 281 Main Street 
IN EAST PATERSON IN HICKSVILLE 
STEIKER INDUSTRIES H & G IMPORTED CARS, INC. 
10-12 Broadway 12 Jerusalem Avenue 
IN HUNTINGTON 
OXFORD MOTOR CAR CO., INC. 
814 Jericho Turnpike 


IN EATONTOWN 

THE BUFF-HAUGER MOTOR CO. 

Route 35 
IN MIDDLETOWN 
KROGSLUND MOTORS, INC. 
88 West Main Street 


IN ENGLEWOOD 
as | STILLMAN AND HOAG, INC. 
E 85 Van Nostrand Ave. 
IN MOUNT KISCO 
MILANO MOTORS CORP. 
283 N. Bedford Road 
IN QUEENS VILLAGE 


IN MONTCLAIR 
HOUSER BUICK, INC. 
218-25 Hempstead Avenue 





IN NEW BRUNSWICK 
DE ANGELIS BROTHERS, 
342 Handy Street 


INC. 
IN FALL RIVER 


FOREIGN CAR MART, LTD. 
Div. of Everett Motors, Inc. 
874 South Main Street 


IN PHILLIPSBURG 
VAN SYCKLE SALES 


615 Memorial Parkway 
IN FALMOUTH 


SAVERY CHEVROLET, INC. 
662 Main Street 


IN PLAINFIELD 
CREST BUICK, INC. 


312 Park Avenue 
IN GREENFIELD 


HARTWIN DODGE, INC. 
397 Federal Street 


IN SOMERVILLE 
TOWN & COUNTRY IMPORTED 
CARS, INC. 


IN NEEDHAM 21 Davenport Street 


MUZI FOREIGN CARS, INC. 
555 Highland Avenue IN UNION CITY 
GALLIAN BROTHERS MOTOR CO. 


IN QUINCY 1701-07 Summit Avenue 


PRESIDENT CHEVROLET, INC. 
540 Southern Artery 


FIAT 


IN WILMINGTON 
FRED F. CAIN, INC. 
580 Main Street 


IN BAYSHORE 
LAKE MOTORS, INC. 
Sunrise Highway 


FIAT 
FIAT 


FIAT 


IN WORCESTER 
L. F. HARRIS, INC. 
248 Park Ave. 


IN BROOKLYN 

AMERLING FOREIGN CARS, 
SALES & SERVICE, INC. 
5401 18th Avenue 


IN BRONX 
CARRAZZA BUICK, INC. 
2170 Jerome Avenue 


IN GLEN COVE 
LARRY GAVIN, INC. 
130 Glen Street 









IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO., INC. 
i 636 Bloomfield Avenue 


IN MORRISTOWN 
r CIS-ALPS MOTOR CAR CO., INC. 
a 35 Market Street 





FIAT 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


NEW YORK FIAT 
PENNSYLVANIA 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 


FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 
FIAT 





RHODE ISLAND 


FIAT 


















IN ROME 
PETTINELL! MOTORS, INC. 
Martin Street 


IN ROSLYN 
EUROPEAN MOTORAMA, LTD. 
Northern Blvd. & Mineola Ave. 


IN SCARSDALE 
ROLLY MOTORS, INC. 
Central Avenue at Ardsley Road 


IN SOUTHAMPTON 
THE IRVING GARAGE 
9 Hill St. cor. Windmill Lane 


IN UTICA 
UTICA OLDSMOBILE CORP. 
520 Court Street 


IN WOODMERE, L. I. 
TOWN & COUNTRY MOTORS 
935 Broadway 


IN YONKERS 
JOSEPH PALMERONE 
155 N. Broadway 


IN ALLENTOWN 
INTERNATIONAL MOTORS LTD. 
7th & Gordon Streets 


IN BRYN MAWR 
WARRINGTON IMPORTS, INC. 
705 E. Lancaster Avenue 


IN BUTLER 
FOREIGN CARS LTD. 
342 South Main Street 


IN NORRISTOWN 
MARCHESE GMC TRUCK 
SALES & SERVICE, INC. 
1850 East Ridge Pike 


IN GREENSBURG 
OLMETTI CONTINENTAL CARS, INC. 
240 East Pittsburgh Street 


IN MECHANICSBURG 
BEZILLA BUICK, INC. 
East Trindle Road 


IN MEDIA 
COUNTY CARS, INC. 
294 E. Baltimore Avenue 


IN PHILADELPHIA 
NORTHEAST IMPORTS, INC. 
6242 Harbison Avenue 


IN PHILADELPHIA 
PLACHTER IMPORTED CARS, INC. 
304 N. Broad Street 


IN PITTSBURGH 
INTERNAT’L AUTOMOBILES, INC. 
1551 West Liberty Avenue 


IN WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAM J. KENNEDY 
543 Scott Street 


IN PROVIDENCE 
CONTINENTAL MOTORS, LTD., INC. 
201 Broad Street 
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Why the cars you admire most 


come with Dunlop Tires 


The world’s leading sports car manufacturers 
know that tires are most important in determin- 
ing a car's performance profile. That’s why they 
specify Dunlop. 

Dunlop tires are renowned for exceptional 
cornering and straightaway traction, greater | 
tread-life at high speeds, and extreme resistance 
to centrifugal forces. Day after day, in every | 
corner of the world, pleasure drivers and profes- 
sional drivers stake their lives on Dunlop tires | 
...and sa can you! 


If you're ordering that sports car you've admired, 
specify Dunlop tires. If it’s replacement time, 
insist on Dunlop, the tire specially designed and 
built for your car. 


DUNLOP 


DUNLOP TIRE AND RUBBER CORPORATION 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


FOUNDERS OF THE PNEUMATIC TIRE INDUSTRY 





letters 


THAT’S ENOUGH NOW 
I am very interested in Mr. Sheden- 
helm’s Daimler-Benz 601 wagen. I don’t 
mean to be critical, BUT, if I don’t get 
back my Messerschmitt Me 109 with pre- 
viously mentioned D-B 601N, you'll be 
sorry. i 
A. Berge: 
Phila., Pa. 


You can have it back when we get it out 
of the ruts it cut in the Bridgehampton 
straight.—Ed. 


CLOSED 


If I may quote Mr. M. R. J. Wyllie in my 
reaction to the “article” by John Fitch 
...“Specious balderdash”! . . . By straining 
my budget . . . I manage to race 7 or 8 times 
a year in regional events. The question is 
this: just what would pro racing have to 
offer me and the other production car 
drivers who make up the great majority 
of race drivers in the SCCA .. . Fitch 
writes “by their nature the open races 
would be practically class-less with the 
emphasis on overall position” . . . the pro- 
moters wouldn’t particularly care if they 
never had entries from MGs, Healeys, etc. 
As soon as some of these promoters get 
control of sports car racing the sport would 
degenerate into exhibitions of fender bash- 
ing on quarter mile tracks by alcohol and 
nitro burning six liter full-race cars 
vaguely resembling sports cars with the 
prize money being doled out to the already 
wealthy sponsors of these monstrosities . . . 
Where does that leave me and the othe 
thousands just like me . . . would you and 
all the other international hero drivers . . . 
ALL SEVEN OR EIGHT OF YOU — go 
on and get out of our hair? 

W. E. Steele 
Houston, Texas 


I really enjoyed your article “Must the 
SCCA accept Professional Sports Car 
Races.” I must confess that I side with 
M. R. J. Wyllie. I believe that the SCCA 
should. accept non-professional races 
Maybe there are a few who side with John 
Fitch, but I think they are out numbered 
by Fitch’s opponents. .. . 

Danny Andreotti 
San Francisco, Calif. 


OPEN 


Sir, I agree completely with Dr. Wyllie 
Wouldn’t it be terrible to see interlopers 
like Phil Hill, Paul O’Shea, Masten 
Gregory, Bruce Kessler again on American 
sports car circuits. In the first place they 
might beat us and even worse, the spec 
tators might even enjoy seeing them do it 

Specious G. J. K. Balderdash 
Alias D. H. Cunningham 
New York City, N. Y. 


With reference to your June issue . . 
“Professional Racing or Not”—John Fitc! 
.. . has the honest and sincere outlook fo: 
American road racing and its advancemen 
and better standing in the minds of th: 
average layman in the U.S. Mr. Wyllie ha 
the rich-man attitude so long characte: 
istic of the SCCA. 

M. E. ‘Tessicini 
Chicago Heights, II! 
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Hurrah! John Fitch is the first to put 
thoughts and words together on the ama- 
teur-professional hassel. If the events were 
planned as Mr. Fitch proposes (been doing 
it in England since the first MG) the 
week-end Fangios and the pros would get 
their licks, and all thrill to crowd 
applause. ... 

Bob Rolofson 
La Crescenta, Calif. 


The statement that only those 
drivers who can afford to own expensive 
racing machinery should drive these cars, 
and that the other drivers should be con- 
tent to drive cars of less quality, is not only 
snobbish, but is an attitude that is harm- 
ful to racing. ... 

Richard Kogan 
Hamilton, N. Y. 


SI SENIOR, PERO... 


. I think that Fangio is one of the 
top road race and G. P. drivers . . . but, 
I venture to say that Fangio could take his 
choice of cars at each of the [American] 
championship events all year and not make 
a single starting lineup. Dirt is not his line, 
especially with no escape roads. Let’s face it 
kiddies, G. P. is still childs play alongside 
of real racing on a track. This bragging 
about Fangio has forced him into trying 
out at Indy this year. If he even makes 
the lineup he will be driving over his 
head. This crazy bragging by such as 
D. M. B.... has driven a good man to the 
verge of losing his life trying to live up to 
what he is not. . . . Let’s keep G. P. road 
and track racing in their respective places 
and not mix the men with the boys. The 
boys might get hurt. 

Samuel J. Ridout 
Susanville, Calif. 


All right little boy — we won’t mix you 
up. If you will brush the dirt out of your 
eyes and examine it you might find that 
some of it was thrown up by the wheels 
of a rather non-stock Chevrolet driven by 
one J. M. Fangio in the Mecanica Nacional 
in Argentina. A hairy series of races that 
would make even the most aggressive of 
track drivers cringe. This, however, was 
where and how the man learned to drive. 
Fangio qualified for Indy with a average 
speed only a few miles an hour off the 
track record! He could not run there due 
to contractual difficulties — the Indy car 
being sponsored by one oil company and 
Fangio by another. Fangio after many 
years of racing seems to have lived, so ap- 
parently he is what he is. Let’s face it bud, 
the man can drive. 


NEWS FROM COV 
DOMINOS: TWO BLANKS 





Away defeats at Rotherhams and Ster- 
ling Metals have cost Coventry Gear Di- 
vision the leadership of the Coventry 
Works Domino League. Nevertheless the 
team is still well placed, with the City 
Fire Brigade as chief rivals. 

J. Woolley has won eight games in suc- 
cession. In contrast, T. Watson has lost 
all his games but is a very popular loser 
for all that. 

David Brown “Newsletter” 





Guide to 
COMPETITION 


DRIVING 





To the good driver... 


who wants to be a better driver 


* Bob Bentley will give a FREE copy of Paul O'Shea's 
Guide to Competition Driving (reg. $1.95) with 
every book purchase of $8.00 or more on coupon be- 
low. Here is a brief description of the book: 
, 61 Guide to Competition Driving. One of America’s top-flight 
racing drivers tells how. Contents: 
high art of cornering; Shifting points; Digging out; The 
master touch; Mechanique; Surfaces and slants; Operation 


bank; Starts and straights; Driving to win; Safety first. 
(on purchase less than $8.00) $1.95 





Off to the races; The 





@®eeeeesesd?es2®@ 
Hi Fi SPORTS CAR RECORDS 
166 Sebring 1958, Just released .....000.......... $5.95 
167 Sebring 1957, Two records 2.0.0... $11.90 
168 Sebring 1956, Full report of the race ....$5.95 


169 Stirling Moss, Britain’s Greatest Racing 
a ET ES SE STE ae Ee NOEL 5.95 
170 Phil Hill, Around the Racing Circuit ....$5.95 
171 Carroll Shelby PEE en YE ee $5.95 


172 The Marquis de Portage, Racing’s Most Col- 
orful Driver $5.95 
174 Pit Stop, Racing Behind the Scenes ....$5.95 
Se JC aan Cars in Hi-Fi, Cars at Rest and at 


pee 95 
178 Cuban Corners, Glorious Engine Sounds $5. 95 


164 Automobile Year 1958 Sth Annual Vol. 
Top Annual in Automotive Field. Handsome 
and Informative aS €VET .............cccesscscsess rere 

163 Automobile Year 1957 




















Every order shipped or acknowledged the day it 
eceived by Robert Bentley, Inc 993 Massa- 


chusetts Avenue ambridge 38, Mass 





NEW MODERN SPORTS CAR SERIES 
59 Guide te Buying a Used Sports Car by John 
Christy $1.95 
60 Jaguar Guide by John Bentley.................... $1.95 
61 Guide to Competition Driving by Paul O’Shea 
(described above) $1.95 
62 Guide to Rallying by Larry Reid ‘ 
63 Sports Cars of the World by Robert Halmi. $1.95 
69 Porsche Guide by Sloniger. Only book in Eng- 
lish exclusively On Porsche. .........c:ccccecccsceseseceeeee $1.95 
70 Motor Scooter Guide by Kahn. Buyer and own- 
ers guide. 1.95 
71 MG Guide. For every MG owner or would-be 
IIL Nethoircacticiccptiniccnninatatatiiedeinnediiiesetesbialnass $1.95 
72 Great Racing Drivers by Tanner, write-up on 39 
drivers including American. $1.9 








138 Design and Tuning of Competition Engines by 
Philip Smith. Greatly expanded and revised new 
edition. Easy to understand yet covers the whole 


RRR PEE LTE SF > ee $7.50 
17 Sports Cars, Rallies, Trials, & Gymkhanas big 
844” x 11” pages. For expert and novice.......... $6.00 


49 Scottie Book of Motor Racing by S. Moss.....$1 = 
12 High-Performance Cars $2 

86 Motor Racing Management by Wyer... 
87 World's Automobiles 1880-1955.... 
20 Pursuit of Victory by Karl Kling 
37 Juan Manual Fangio...................... e+-eee5.00 
84 Volkswagen Owner's Handbook.................... $2.00 
18 Three-Pointed Star: The Story of Mercedes-Benz. 
Far- and- -away the best book on the Mercedes. 5\4 
KX 894%, S78 PAGOR, TE PROG. ...n-...cececcccncscersaresss $8.50 
36 The Big Race. The Story of Motor Racing $4.00 






45 Automobile Engineer's Ref- 
erence Book. 57 British auto- 
mobile specialists contribute 
half-a-million words in 1664 
pages, 1010 diagrams, 255 
photos in 30 main sections 
covering every aspect of the 
design and_ production — 
motor cars. $ 


161 The VW Story, eae 
Expectation 0.0... $4.00 


28 The High Speed Internal 
Combustion Engine by Ricardo. 
The classic workk............$12 


41 Maintaining the Breed. Saga of MGs ....$5.50 
$4.00 





180 Ferrari and Maserati in Action 
85 Tuning and Maintenance of MGA by Philip 
Smith. Devoted entirely to MGA and a. 





.00 

100 Tuning and Maintenance of MGs ............ $5.00 

76 Automobile Chassis Design ...................... 9.00 
181 Official MGA Factory Manual ............. $9.50 


57 Complete Jaguar Factory Service Manval 
fer MK VII and XK 120 Models. For XK 140 
OUNNts. GK © iheicoscseidens ee $12.50 
48 Austin Healey 100-4 Factory Service Men- 
val Thru °56 $12 

3 Austin Healey 100-6 Factory Manual $12. 50 











46 Marschalk Rally Speed 
COI CIID © viissctcncesisicosssremniieidetanses 

179 Stevens Rally Indicator Model 25 most accu- 
rate computer available, full 9-inch diameter 
equivalent to a 26-inch slide rule. Odometer com- 
pensator. The last word in rally navigation. $14.00 
115 Car Driving As An Art by Davis, Rev. Ed.$3.50 
151 Modern Sports Car by McCahill................ $3.95 
RE ee $4.50 


Figure-Outer with 
$10.00 





New expanded revised editions of Judge's Motor 

Manuals now ready! The best elementary but de- 

tailed treatments available! 

64 Motor Manuals, Vol. 1, Automobile Engines 
00 


5. 
65 Motor Manuals, Vol. 2, Carburetors and Fuel 


Injection Systems $5.00 
67 Motor Manuals, Vol. 4, Car Maintenance and 
Repair .. aN ....$5.00 











1 Alf Francis, Racing Mechanic. With foreword by 
Stirling Moss, to whom Alf Francis was chief me- 
chanic. Detailed behind-the-scenes view of Euro- 
pean racing by one of the world’s leading racing 
mechanics. Very condensed version run in Auto- 
SE. SINGIIE TAF III esc cncscciinincenecnitsccemenciis $6.50 


2 The Sports Car, Development and Design, by John 
Sandford. Traces historical, technical development 
Of the SPOTIS CAF tO PTESENE. ..........cccccccscceccoscscees $6.50 
eh DU ee I on ascsess -cencnsncsnictnccescrecenssiesae $2.95 
5 Tuning for Speed and Economy.. 
99 MG Workshop Manual..........0....0.........0..0c000 

141 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 1 by Pomeroy........ $16.50 
142 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 2 by Pomeroy... 
143 Grand Prix Car, 2 volume set.................... "$32.50 


155 The Sports Car: Its Design and Performance By 
Colin Campbell. The Technical Correspondence 
Editor, Road & Track, in answer to a request for a 
good reference book on suspension and chassis de- 
sign says: “. . . by far the best book is The Sports 
Car: Its Design and Performance, by Colin Camp- 
bell . . .”” The first thorough and systematic treat- 
ment of the sports car from a technical point of 
view, yet in layman’s language. Partial Table of 
Contents . . . Chapters: Development of the Sports 
Car; Engine: Cylinder Head Design; Engine: In- 
duction and Exhaust; Engine: Miscellaneous Com- 
ponents; Engine: The Trend of Design; Road-Hold- 
ing; Suspension; Chassis & Body; Transmission; 
Brakes; Tuning; Performance; Future Develop- 





ment; Glossary of Technical Terms; Index. $6.50 
58 Motor Racing edited by Sammy Davis. ....$8.50 
4 Aston-Martin; Story of a Sports Car 1921-1957 

—357 pages, fully illustrated.................... $12.50 





y- CLIP THIS COUPON—CIRCLE THE BOOKS YOU WISH 4 
| : ROBERT BENTLEY, INC., 993 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge 38, Mass. 1 


x 1 = $ check or money order. 
45 12 17 18 20 8 36 37 41 45 46 48 
14. 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 67 69 70 
71 72 76 83 84 85 86 87 99 100 115 138 
141 142 143 151 155 161 163 164 166 167 
oy 169 170 171 172 174 #177 #178 #179 «180 


suiateadiend 61 Free under special offer. Please check. 


SCI 88 
Please supply books circled at left. Send to: I 
NI Abeta diana stachiiaieniacsencingaaginboediiieahitiaeteent is : I 
I siipatitisiiccens ES LONE ree eT ‘ I 





ee 
) Check for Special Del. Add 50c to oes 
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4 


any smart 
Sports car enthusiast 


Riatwy 
that utmost safety 


means : 


MICHELIN 











Three layers of steel cord 
brace the tread to give 
steering accuracy and 
perfect road-holding. 





Ask the Man who drives on them. 


58 24-USA 


FOR THE EUROPEAN SEDAN MICHELIN STANDARD AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES. 
\ Distributors throughout the United States 


MICHELIN TIRE CORPORATION 


150 Green St., Brooklyn 22, N. Y. — Tel. EVergreen 9-2242 








TEC 


MAINTENANCE MANUAL 

For only fifty cents to cover handling as 
well as postage (coin, check or money 
order, but not stamps, as they use a post- 
age meter), Jaguar Cars Inc., 42-50 21st 
Street, Long Island City 1, N. Y. will send 
SCI readers a copy of the booklet, “Dunlop 
Car Disc Brakes, Descriptive and Main- 
tenance Notes”. It’s only a few pages long, 
but it contains cutaway drawings and com- 
plete instructions for adjustment or over- 
haul of an item that is still a bit rare 
on the American scene. Recommended 
reading for do-it-yourself owners of Jaguar 
XK-150s and 34s. 


WARNING 

Whenever you add brake fluid to your 
sports car (or any high performance car, 
for that matter) be sure that the container 
is marked as meeting the SAE 70-R-1 spec- 
ification. This means that the fluid it 
contains has a boiling point of not less 
than 300° Fahrenheit. Sale of any fluid 
which does not meet these standards is now 
illegal in thirteen states—and ought to be 
in the others. 

Unlike brake fade, boiling brake fluid 
does not cause a gradual deterioration of 
braking efficiency; it causes an immediate 
and complete loss of braking altogether. 
While the legislation mentioned was 
brought on by Detroititus (heavier cars 
and smaller wheels), any one who drives a 
sports car, especially in competition, would 
be wise to follow suit. One Detroit manu- 
faclturer is said to be using a 390° F. boil- 
ing point fluid; when we find out how you 
can get it too, we'll let you know. 


ANYONE INTERESTED? 

{ am interested in obtaining informa- 
tion, circuitry and specifications for auto- 
mobile ignition dwell meters and foi 
electronic tachometers which work off the 
distributor. 

A. L. Jordan 
Raritan, N. J. 

If enough postcards from other inter- 
ested readers express a similar desire, we 
will, with the help of our sister publica- 
tion Popular Electronics, work up a how-to 
series on such tuning equipment, covering 
both construction and use. 


INSTRUMENTATION 

One oft-mentioned fault on the MG.\ is 
the location of the combined oil pressure 
and water temperature gauges. They can 
easily be switched for the fuel gauge, put- 
ting them more nearly in front of the 
driver where they can be read quickly. 

The capillary tube for the water temp. 
must be removed from the cylinder block 
and pulled through the mounting hole in 
the dashboard. All other connections can 
be broken at the gauges themselves. The 
wires to the fuel gauge will have to be 
spliced for a few inches extra length, but 
the tube and all other wires are long 
enough. The panel light mounts need only 
be inverted to suit them to their new 
location. Time involved is less than one 
hour. 
Jerry Polo 
Jamaica, N. Y. 
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Thanks a lot for the helpful hint, I am 
sure our readers will be interested. I also 
understand that on late model Porsches a 
similar swap can be made, moving the 
speedometer to the far right position, mak- 
ing it easier for a navigator to keep track 
of mileage on a.rally. 


WHAT'S WATT? 

Named in honor of James Watt who 
also invented the steam engine, the Watt’s 
linkage is a very simple means of making 
one object move in a straight line relative 
to another. No slides or guides are in- 
volved. The linkage consists of only three 
links connected end to end, and a total of 
five pivots. The two outer links are of 
equal length. In the usual automotive ap- 
plication (to locate a de Dion rear axle 
tube laterally), the outboard ends of these 
outer links are ball-jointed to the frame, 
one on each side. These two points should 
both be the same height from the ground 
for exactly vertical motion, though on the 





Photo by The Autocar 
BRM installation shown above they are 
not. The fifth pivot is at the middle of the 
central link, being attached to the center 
of the de Dion tube. The result is that this 
point on the de Dion tube must always be 
equidistant from the two pivots on the 
frame. This establishes the lateral location 
of the rear axle, namely in a vertical plane 
(or nearly so, in the case of the BRM). In 
addition, the rear roll center is at this 
pivot point. Other methods of locating the 
rear axle include the slide and guide (Fer- 
rari and Maserati), the Panhard rod (a 
long link mounted roughly parallel to the 
rear axle, pivoting at one end to the frame 
and at the other to the axle) and the com- 
bined trailing arm (radius rod) cum wish- 
vone used by Chapman on some of the 
Lotuses. 


FUMBLING IN THE DARK? 
In order to avoid trying (and breaking) 
keys in the wrong locks, I simply drill 
small holes (about 1/16 inch diameter) 
he handles; one for ignition, two for 
loors, three for trunk lid and four for the 
filler cap. Small round head rivets in- 
stalled in these holes will give each one a 
lifferent feel, so the trick will work in the 
lark, too. 
Nic. J. Wilkeshuis 
Deventer, Netherlands 
Thanks Mr. Wilkeshuis for a very useful 
ip. Some day, maybe, all manufacturers 
vill start using only one or maybe two 
ceys for all the locks and switches on a car. 











MARION’S 
MEANDERINGS 


By 
Marion Weber 


Hi, there! I don’t have to tell you its vacation 
time . . . if you haven't already had yours, 
you're probably counting the days and if you 
have you're probably still resting up. Anyway, 
if your vacation trip is to be by sportscar and 
it is to be your first in such a vehicle maybe we 
can pass along some tips. For instance: Gals 
should take along a small ‘‘travelling’’ iron . . 

everything you pack in a sportscar has to be 
folded and usually needs ironing. 2) a 
plastic garment bag is much more practical than 
a second suitcase. 3) unless you are really used 
to the sun, keep the top up. 4) wear a hat (both 
guys and gals) even if you don’t ordinarily, it'll 
save your eyes and eliminate a lot of shampoos. 





We have tips for the care of your car while away 
from home too: Keep it covered with a Mitten 
(or whichever of our tailored car covers fits it). 
Chances are it'll be parked outside most every 
night and you won't want to take time to get it 
washed. A Mitten protects the highly expensive 
exterior and interior finish from the corrosive 
effects of dust and grime, fog, smog and care- 
less birds. Your car deserves this thoughtfulness. 
Get a Mitten today. 


If you are a real sun 
worshipper and can 
take about 400 miles a 
day in an open car of 
course you'll want to 
put the top down and 
leave it down. In this 
case, be sure your 
Tonneau cover is in 
good shape... . and 
if it isn’t get one of 
ours. You can install 
it at home, with no special tools, in a few min- 
utes. We still have sensational direct-from-the- 
manufacturer prices such as: MGA—$18.95, Jag- 
uar—$29.95, Porsche—$29.95, Austin Healey— 
$29.95, 190SL—$29.95, MG TD—$29.95, etc. 
These are 3-ply de luxe fabric with an 18-month 
written guarantee. Replacement tops, too at the 
same kind of low, low prices. Write for our free 
catalog for full ordering instructions. 











On any long trip you will want to take extra 
luggage, so one of our decorative and useful 
luggage racks is the answer. Two new models 
have been introduced: for Corvettes, a 20” x 40” 
size, and a 26” x 40” job for Thunderbirds. 
These are the same chromed and natural wood 
removable racks as always but engineered for 
these two cars . . . no holes to drill, on and off 
in a jiffy. Prices: Corvette—$27.50, T-Bird— 
$29.75. Our regular 20” x 28” rack for JAGUAR, 
MGA, AH & TR remains at $24.75 (add $2.00 
for handling). And, of course, you'll want to 
eliminate knot tying, dangling ropes and such, 
so get an OCTOPUS .. . 4-strand baggage strap 
of tough shock cord with hook ends. ...... .$2.95 
FIXE-BAGGAGE is a single strand for the 
EE Ee he Wis Reade es 4.0 <0. 008s $1.95 








Driving gloves will 
make long stints at 
the wheel easier on 
your mitts. Ours have 
cape alms, reinforced 
thum knit backs 
and po ew wrists for 
good looks, comfort 
and snug fit. Sizes 7- 
10 $6.50 





In natural (light tan) 
cape vented back, 
Men’s sizes: 714-10, Gals’: 614-714 . $7.95 
In midnight black ; Don $8.9) 


Girls should wear Ca- 
lypso hats with straw 
brims, cotton crowns 
and ties. Attractive 
natural straw and col- 
ored fabric, choice 
of red, white, blue, 
yellow, black... .$3.95 
Guys, naturally, will 
yrefer the summer 
angol Cap tailored 
from butcher linen. 
Sharpest in navy or white... : $3.95 
(Please give head size and color) 





On any vacation you 
might want to attend 
some sporting event 
or other outdoor enter- 
tainment where A 
ing is non-existent, 

couple of rump count 
in a corner of the 
luggage compartment. 
They fold flat and 
don’t take up any 
room but, boy, are 
they good sitting! 14” wee hold up to 200 Ibs. 
and cost a mere. $1.95 





A fire extinguisher is also a good vacation ac- 
cessory . you never know when it’ll come 
in handy. Our Super Fireman is a tiny hand- 
ful but lots of protection, comes with Te 


a ‘ ; $7.95 

Refills ... Perr 

TK « / Vacations mean park- 
\ inetd 


ing in strange places 
and exposing our cars 
to damage from care- 
J | | hs less drivers equip 
S—/*\ ¢) your small car with a 
| J SONIC SHIELD and 

the drivers of big cars 
will be warned of its 
presence. Two wires 
9 to connect, foolproof 
= : $9.95 


And, again, the Mitten . can’t beat it for pro- 
tecting your investment in that car. Folds into 
a compact bundle for easy stowage, shock cord 
in perimeter keeps it snug. Get one today. 





MG Mitten 

Healey Hugger 
Triumph Tunic 

Alfa Apron (Spyder) 


$17.95 Lightweight Canvas 
$24.50 Duralin (Water re- 
pellent not plastic) 


Jaguar Jacket (XK 120) 
Porsche Parka 

VW Vest 

Ghia Gown 


$22.95 Canvas 
$29.50 Duralin 


Jaguar Jacket (140-150 
Mercedes Muff (L90-300SL) 
Corvette Cap 

Thunderbird Tepee 


ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Mark items desired 
with pen, give make, year, model of car, size, color 
where needed, name, address and money, tear out 
page and mail. We handle all other details. Calif 
people add 4° 


$27.95 Canvas 
$32.50 Duralin 


*Postage paid on everything except as noted 





MG MITTEN 


Box 157, Dept. $8, South San Gabriel, 


Calif. CUmberland 3-1410 


SHOWROOM: 3044 N. San Gabriel Blvd. 2 Blocks S. of San Bernardino Freeway. 
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ltv’sa...Devin! 


This striking sports car was built from a Devin Kit which requires no weld- 
ing, no cutting and can be assembled using hand tools and a drill motor. 
Powered by a Chevrolet Corvette engine utilizing a 4-speed transmission, 
the 94” wheelbase roadster has tremendous acceleration and top speed, the 
feel of a competition car and ample comfort. Total weight is less than 
2,000 lbs. The do-it-yourself kit includes a welded big-tube frame, re- 
worked front and rear axles, sway braces, drive shaft and housing, axle 
housings, springs, steering cross link and clutch rod plus a de Luxe Devin 
fiberglass body with doors, molded-in cockpit liner (seats) hood and deck 
openings and lids and molded headlight receptacles. All for $995, F.O.B. 
El Monte, California. 26 additional body sizes to fit most imported and 
sports car chassis are immediately available from Devin Dealers all across 
the country. If there isn’t one near you, write to the factory. Bodies are 
still $295 if ordered before Sept. 1 when a new price schedule will go 


into effect. 


NOTE: Our inexpensive brochure (compared to General Motors or Ford 
stuff) which answers most of the questions people ask repeatedly and 
which saves us all kinds of secretarial time is available to anyone who has 
a dollar. This buck will be refunded when you order a body or kit. 


Authorized Devin Dealers 


ALABAMA 

FRED QUINN AUTO PARTS 
3920 ist Ave. N. 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Phone: 9-4447 


ARIZONA 
MORGENSEN MOTORS 
1402 N. Central 
Phoenix 


CALIFORN 

CARTWRIGHT S BRITISH 
AUTO SERVICE 

3029 Brock Street 
Oakland 11, Calif. 


COMPETITION AUTO ENGINES 
5 E St. 


San Jose, Calif. 
Phone: CYpress 3-2185 


LE MANS MOTORS 

861 E. St. 

San Bernardino 

Phone: TUxedo 85-8584 


RICH & JONES CUSTOM SHOP 
4615 San Fernando Rd. 
Glendale, California 

Phone: Citrus 2-3915 


TOM’S MUFFLER SHOP 
2100 South St. 

North Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone: MEtcalf 0-2500 


FOLSOM AUTO BODY SHOP 
905 Sutter St. 

Folsom, California 

Phone: YUkon 5-4022 


FOREIGN MOTORCAR SERVICE 
116 Industrial Way 

Costa Mesa, Calif. 

Phone: Liberty 8-1731 


AK MILLER GARAGE 
10302 - Whittier Bivd. 
Whittie 

Phone: ‘Oxford 5-6793 


DEVIN ENTERPRISES 


CANADA 

CAL-VAN ACCESSORIES 
500 Kingsway 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
Phone: DI 9388 


CANADIAN SPORTS CAR 
ENTERPRISES 

2186 Wilson Ave. 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Phone: HU 9-6331 


FLORIDA 

AL POWELL — LANCER MOTORS 
5920 S.W. 19th Street 

Miami, Florida 

Phone: MOhawk 6-6117 


ILLINOIS 
IMPORT-O 


Box 5-B 
Northfield, Illinois 
Phone: Hilicrest 6-5173 


INDIANA 

MOORE ENGINEERING CO. 
1018 N. Rural St. 
Indianapolis, indiana 
Phone: CH 1-4263 


MASS. 

COMPETITION ENGINEERING 
Main & Maple 

Marlborough, Mass. 

Phone: 5939 


MICHIGAN 

WOOD MOTORS INC. 
13211 Gratiot Ave. 
Detroit 5, Michigan 
Phone: LAkeview 1-6900 


MINNESOTA 

pte AUTOMOTIVE 
SPECIALTIES 

Bunker Pies 

Hibbing 

NEW YORK 

ROBERT E. LEE ENTERPRISES 
1741 Broadway 

New York City, New York 


OREGON 

BOB’S SPEED & SPECIALTY 
4400 S.W. Scholls Ferry Rd. 
Portland 19, Oregon 
Phone: CYpress 2-1921 


PENNSYLVANIA 

SPEED RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 
606 West Union Bivd. 
Bethiehem, Penna. 

Phone: UNiversity 7-1456 


TENNESSEE 
CONTEMPORARY MOTORS 
P.O. Box 1802 

Jackson, Tennessee 
Phone: 7-0846 


TEXAS 

BROWN’S AUTOMOTIVE 
136 Austin Ave. 
Weatherford, Texas 
Phone: 4-6914 


WISCONSIN 
FISCHER’S 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
2211 10th Ave. 

South Milwaukee, Wis. 
Phone: SO 2-9854 


27 SIZES $295 


FOB El Monte. Includes trimming, 
‘ederal 


crating and 
Prices and specifications subject to 
change without notice. 


9800 Rush Street 


El Monte, California 


PHONE: Glibert 4-6575 


Builders, National Championship Sports Cars 


Excise Tax. 











REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL RACES 


(Capitalized events are Nationals) 


July 19, 20 
Aug. 2, 3 
Aug. 2 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 16, 17 


Aug. 30, 31 


Sept. 6, 7 


Sept. 14, 15 
Sept. 20 


Oct. 4, 5 


Oct. 11,12 


SCCA N. Y. REGION, 
THOMPSON, CONN. 

SCCA N. W. Region, Bremer- 
ton, Washington 

Lime Rock “Little LeMans” 
Sedan Endurance race 

SCCA MILWAUKEE RE- 
GION, MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
SCCA N. Y. REGION, 
MONTGOMERY, N. Y. 
SCCA N. Y. REGION, 
THOMPSON, CONN. 

CSCC Santa Barbara 

SCCA ROAD AMERICA, 
ELKHART LAKE, WIS. 
SCCA Del Mar, Calif. 

SCCA GLEN, WATKINS 
GLEN GRAND PRIX 
SCCA WASHINGTON 
REGION, DANVILLE, VA. 
SCCA SAN FRANCISCO 
REGION, VACA VALLEY 


DRIVERS SCHOOLS 


(For further information contact Harold 
Annis, Box 86, Chappaqua, N. Y.) 


Aug. 23 


SCCA Area Il, 
Conn. 


Thompson, 


SCCA NATIONAL RALLIES 


July 25-27 
Aug. 22-24 


Sept. 12-14 
Sept. 20, 21 
Oct. 10, 12 
Oct. 24-26 


Nov. 7-9 


P OR RALLY, DETROIT 
BERKSHIRE MT. RALLY, 
N.E. REGION 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE 
RALLY, COLORADO 
MICHIGAN MIGLIA 
RALLY, CHICAGO 

RIP VAN WINKLE RALLY, 
N. Y. REGION 

FLAMING FALL RALLY, 
KANSAS CITY 
APPALACHIAN RALLY, 
PHILADELPHIA REGION 


INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 


June 15 
June 21/22 
June 22 
June 29 
July 4/12 
July 5 
July 6 
July 19 
July 20 
July 23/27 
July 27 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug. 


Aug. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


European Grand Prix, Belgium 

Le Mans 24-hour race, France 

Imola Grand Prix, Italy 

Monza “500”, Italy 

Alpine Rally, France 

Rheims 12-hour race, France 

French Grand Prix, Rheims 

British Grand Prix, Silverstone 

Caen Grand Prix, France 

Adriatic Rally, Yugoslavia 

Bari Grand Prix, Italy 

German Grand Prix 

Swedish Grand Prix 

Pescara Grand Prix, Italy 

Portuguese Grand Prix 

Sables d’Olonne Grand Prix, 
France 

Liege-Rome-Leige Rally, 
Belgium 

Brands Hatch race, England 

Italian Grand Prix, Monza 

RAC Tourist Trophy, Englan | 

Oulton Park races, England 

Modena Grand Prix, Italy 








RLP 5001 


SOUNDS OF SEBRING '56 


The full report of the race. In- 
terviews with the world’s best 
drivers, including the American 
champions. 
warming up, 
Mans start, and the race itself. 


Sounds of 


SEBRING 
1958 


RLP 5011 





$5.95 


Once again Riverside brings you the exciting on-the- 
spot coverage of America’s greatest race. This year 
we drove our specially equipped mobile recording 
unit (a converted Greyhound bus) to Sebring, wired 
all the pits, set up two-way radio communication 
and recorded for twelve hours everything of interest 
as Phil Hill and Peter Collins led the Ferrari team 
to victory. Hear the actual words of David Murray 
as the Ecurie Ecosse team disintegrates, of Reg 


$5.95 RLP 5002 $5.95 


SPORTS CARS IN HI-FI 


A solid hour of the sounds of 
the world’s great competition ity, 
cars—Jaguars, MG’‘s, Porsches, 
Maseratis, Ferraris, Lotus’ and 
mony others—at rest and at 
speed in spectacular Hi-Fi. 


RLP 5003 


views, 
Sounds of the cars emotion; 
the fabulous Le 
start, 


Portago, 


PIT STOP 


In the pits at Nassau, pit activ- 
conversations and 
emergencies and high 
technical 

the drivers meeting, 
discussions 
Shelby, 


Sounds of 


S| 


Parnell after Aston-Martin blows its gearboxes, the 
words before, during and after the race of the top 
drivers planning and executing their strategy. And 
best of all, hear dramatic coverage of the winning 
car and drivers (Hill and Collins) as hour by hour 
they relentlessly push on to a magnificent brakeless 
victory. Once again in superb high fidelity; this is 
racing’s only living inside story. 


PHIL HILL 


$5.95 RLP 5004 $5.95 


STIRLING MOSS 


A portrait of one of the world’s 
greatest drivers. Moss discusses 
a season with Mercedes-Benz, 
driving techniques in detail, his 
ratings of the top drivers and 
his philosophy of the sport. 


RLP 5005 
PHIL HILL 


An intimate portrait of Amer- 
ica‘s finest driver. In his inimi- 
table way, Hill brings you 
graphic pictures of sports car 
racing the world over, and tells 
the inside story of his own rise 
to fame. 


$5.95 


inter- 


inspection, 
le Mans 
with Moss, 
Hill, others. 


Fabulous sounds as usual. 


MARQUIS DE PORTAGO 


RLP 5007 $5.95 
MARQUIS de PORTAGO 


A memorial tribute to one of 
the most spectacular and natu- 
rally talented drivers who ever 
lived. In his own words, as 
well as those of Fangio, Collins 
and others, this is an inside 
picture of Fon’s meteoric rise in 
motor racing. 


RLP 5006 $5.95 


CARROLL SHELBY 


Shelby, the U. S. champion, 
explores the American racing 
scene, compares it to Europe, 
onalyses his own driving tech- 
nique and comes up with a few 
surprises when he rates the 
world’s best drivers. 


Please rush the records checked. 


C) 5010 


[) 5006 () 5007 
Send the records postpaid. 


RIVERSIDE RECORDS 


553 WEST 51 ST. 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y. NAME 





ADDRESS 


SOUNDS OF SEBRING '57 


RLP 5010 $5.95 
CUBAN CORNERS 


Another great recording of 
sports cars in action. Four great 
corners in Cuba’s fabulous 
round-the-houses Grand Prix. 
Loaded with exciting local color 
as well as glorious engine 
sounds 


RLP 5008-9 


(2 Records) $11.90 


The most spectacular sports car 
recording ever produced. Abso- 
lutely a complete coverage of 
the 1957 race, from practice 
to last lap. Fantastic sounds, 
eaves-dropped pit stops, inter- 
views with all the great com- 
petitors, and an hourly account 
of the race. 


CL) 5001 [] 5002 
C] 5011 at $5.95 each. 


[) 5003 () 5004 (J) 5005 
C1) 5008/9 at $11.90 
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AG/WAR, JAG’YOU ARE OR JUH-GWAR’; no matter 
how one pronounces it, the XK is certainly the sports 
car which first caught the fancy of the general American 

public. So popular that even today stopping at a light in any 
sports car whatsoever may still elicit the question, “Is that a 
Jag?” not to mention the more prosaic “How much did it 
cost?” and “Wottle she do?” 

How did all this come about? Is it the result of thousands 
of interviews of a carefully balanced cross-section of the 
American population by a team of Motivational Re- 
searchers? Were such answers tabulated, analyzed, studied 
and pondered upon, the conclusions then being passed on 
to the design and styling divisions at Coventry? 

In a word; No. 

The first XK, a 120, was cooked up in the fertile minds 
of Jaguar Cars, Ltd.’s Engineering Department in the late 
forties. It was based on their extensive experience pre-war 
in providing the English with cars which went quickly, 
looked quicker, and sold even more quickly. Unlike its SS 
predecessors, the XK 120 had a “real” racing engine with 
twin overhead camshafts and an independent front suspen- 
sion sprung by the then new-fangled torsion bars, both 
features having appeared previously only on the most expen- 
sive equipment. The gearbox had four forward speeds, 
conventional enough in Europe to be sure, but in America 
quite extraordinary. 

When to this triumvirate of engineering details was added 
a sleek roadster body that exuded speed as.no dream car has 
since, the public’s enthusiasm was spontaneous and over- 
whelming. The announced price of $4000 was too much for 
the credulity of many and predictions of the forthcoming 
bankruptcy of Jaguar Cars, Ltd. were freely offered. 

Like so many predictions of things to come, this one not 
only failed to come true, the very reverse occurred. Tanta- 
lized by the special inducements offered by H. M. Govern- 
ment to dollar earners (larger than usual allocations of 
critical materials) and guided by their long experience in 
























providing a lot for a little, the Coventry firm pushed the car 
into production. 

It soon was skimming cream off the American market, its 
sales spurred on by the impressive announcement that a 
“stock” XK 120 had been officially timed at 132.6 mph. 
Actually it had a full belly pan, a metal tonneau cover and 
a small racing windscreen — all of them “available options”. 
Convincing proof anyway that the everyday 120 could 
justify its designation. 

No Hollywood starlet’s rise to fame was complete without 
a pose alongside one of these fierce cats, and indeed, several 
genuine stars used XKs for personal transport. 

Such fast machinery was sure to be raced, especially when 
it cost so little. And raced it was, with great success. It 
naturally followed that various refinements were introduced, 
especially in the engine where power increases from the 
original 160 to 180 and then 210 were offered. 

In 1954, six years after its introduction at Earl's Court, 
the XK 120 was supplanted by the XK 140. The engine had 
been moved forward five inches, rack and pinion steering 

yas incorporated and handling was much improved. The 
styling had been, if the phrase may be forgiven, face-lifted. 

Another two and one-half years later, the completely 
restyled XK 150s were presented, but alas, only in coupe 
and convertible form. Featuring one-piece windshields 
and — worthwhile improvement — disc brakes all around, 
they certainly appealed. The coveted roadster, alas, was de- 
layed for a year, its tooling apparently destroyed by that 
disastrous fire. 

Now it is here, and what a change from the wind-and-rain- 
in-your-ears 120s and 140s. Which is to say it has wind-up 
windows. In our book this makes it a convertible, the plush 
XK convert being instead a cabriolet with the lined interior 
to its top. But never mind, why argue about words? 

The roadster of our test is the hottest option, the S-type. 
The three S.U. carbs, the 9 to 1 compression, and its Gold 
Top cylinder head boost gross peak power from the Blue 
Top’s 210 to 252 bhp at 5500 rpm. 

Equal length passages are provided in the three separate 
intake manifolds to achieve equal ram effect at each cylinder. 
Despite this, the three carbs are closer together than the 
cylinder spacing would warrant in order to fit within the 
engine compartment. Inequalities in length are avoided 
by slightly kinking the inner pipes. These bends appear 
to be if anything, a bit sharper than those of the ports, the 
latter being straighter than on other XKs to improve the 
ability to fill the cylinders. 


Disc brakes all around give the 150-S 
jantastic stopping power from almost 
ony speed. In 10-stop test—no fade! 


Luggage space is more than barely 
adequate. Spare and tools are hidden 
under flooring out of the way of cases. 


The close ratio Jaguar four-speed transmission is fitted 
and a Laycock de Normanville overdrive (optional on the 
normal 150) works on fourth gear only. The effect is to 
have a five speed box, with literally finger-tip shifts between 
4th and 5th. The delightful thing about this particular OD 
is that you can make shifts without lifting your foot from 
the throttle. A click of the long-handled switch — it’s 
mounted on the dash just to the left of the wheel — and the 
revs drop from a roaring 5500 to a purring 4275 — or vice 
versa. The exhaust note, a strong determined one, reminds 
us of Brick Reed’s Green Hornet, but it shouldn’t cause 
objections. On the normally engined roadster, the OD is 
optional. So is a Borg Warner automatic transmission. 

Our entire Lime Rock shake down “cruise” was run with 
the top down, folded neatly behind the split seats. With 
the door windows down (what a luxury!) , the curved wind- 
shield swept the air past us with a minimum of turbulence. 

All the comforts of a fast coupe with the splendid out of 
doors feeling of a raceworthy roadster. Winding up the 
windows (it’s better to do this with the door open, to avoid 
working the soft rubber seal on the door post) provides 
even more protection, valuable in the case of strong side 
winds. For pleasant protection from too-bright sunlight, top 
up and windows down is the just right combination. But 
with both up, the designation roadster explains itself, for 
there are noticeable drafts at the top and rear of the joints 
between the two. 

The foam rubber seats are very comfortable and provide 
good support. Even more welcome is the “dead pedal” on 
which to brace your left foot when charging round sharp 
right bends, as at Lime Rock where we gave the “S’’ its 
workout. Steering is just a shade on the strong side, as befits 
a car of this size and speed. It is precise and quick, two 
virtues which go well with the ever astounding power avail- 
able at the rear wheels. This is one of the few reasonably 
priced sports car in which you can hold a four wheel drift 
on sharp turns for any length of time without losing most 
of your headway. And to utilize this ability, you need the 
quick steering which the XK provides. The clean response 
of the engine to the throttle helps, too. 

The ample torque of the “S” type engine extends over a 
wide range, despite its peaking rather high at 4500 rpm. It 
copes more than amply with the roadster’s curbside weight 
of 3190 pounds. Wheelspin can easily be provoked from 
a standing start and in these rather sophisticated days, it 

seems to us that better location of the rigid rear axle would 
more than justify the expense involved. For today’s buyer, 


Hustling 150 “S” differs not at all 
externally from its more docile 
brother. Difference is all in GO! 
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Compare this, the normal XK 150 engine, with the “S” power plant 


shown on the cover. Latter gives acceleration shown at right but 
it’s not available in XK’s other body style, the coupe shown below. 


supplementary radius rods (such as Traction Masters) would 
seem appropriate, though how “stock” this would leave you 
is a good question. 

Once underway, the acceleration is really sparkling, as 
a glance at the chart and the specs will show. A standing 
quarter time of 17.3 seconds is no mean feat for a car that 
would be just as happy trickling down Main Street. Though 
top speed no longer lives up to the type designation, at 
least not as we tested it, it’s plenty high. We were unable to 
use our calibrated high speed test stretch; the best we can 
report being two runs in opposite directions on a fairly 
straight, level stretch. Both ways we indicated 4850 rpm in 
“fifth” and 134 mph on the about 10% optimistic speed- 
ometer. The former works out to be but 122 mph, the tach 
itself having been checked out in a lower gear at these revs. 
Allowing a bit for wheel slippage, this would seem to be 
just 120 mph. Neither we nor the owners of the car, Jaguar 
Cars, Inc., were impressed with this figure and the “S” is now 
in the shop to find out why it didn’t go faster. My estimate 
is that it should do 130 to 135 mph—with the top up, of 
course. It may be that the “S” is geared just a hair too low 
(numerically) to reach this without a downhill run in, but 
nevertheless, this gearing does provide smooth, easy run- 
ning, which in turn promotes economy and comfort. 

Speeds and acceleration of this sort deserve the best in 
braking, and here the “S” is faultless. Our ten fierce stops 
from sixty were made with ease, the discs being servo-assisted, 
and though smoke and a strong smell began to stream 
through the front spokes toward the last, there was never 
any difhculty in stopping the car. Thanks to the difference 
in brake cylinder bores (214” front, 134,” rear), no wheels 
locked up, an all too frequent occurrence on lesser cars. 
There was no loss in pedal, either, the pads being self-adjust- 
ing. Stopping distance was strictly a function of tire and 
pavement adhesion, the pedal pressure required being con- 
sistently within reason. For convenience when racing, the 
pads on the “S” are quick-change. 

There’s no doubt about it, the “S” is intended for the 
SCCA’s Production Sports Car a where it should 
polish up Jaguar’s glory, now somewhat tarnished from 
neglect. Our test car is the second “S” in the country, the 
first (whose engine is shown on the cover) being in the 
hands of Alfred Momo and Walt Hansgen who have already 
started polishing. At a NY POE price of $5095, it should 
soon be joined by many more. 

Stephen Wilder 
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Price at sll US. POE cad : 
RE ee ad eae Cars Inc., 32 E. 57th St. 
U.S. Importer: i” tee Varn Ps Se 


: PERFORMANCE 
TOP SPEED: : 
Estimated ................+. 125-130 mph 


to : seconds 
el. | tes Sa 3.6 


& ; ye 5.5 
Pee eee Tl 


60 mph ei ee 9.2 










70 GEA ORS 


peveersasved 


Speed at end of quarter ......84 mph 
SPEED RANGES IN GEARS: 


er rr eer, 


0-36 
| Er ee ee 
he rer re errs | 

top 


SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: 
Timed Speed Indicated Speed Timed Speed Indicated Speed 
30 : 30 70 65 


40 38 80 73 
50 48 90 82 
60 56 : 

POWER UNIT: . 


Va b ssiscewess ce eee, 10 i Fh gown 
Bore & cus <a eb eeeae 3.27 x 4.17 in. (83 x 106 mm) 
Stroke/Bore Ratio ..........1.28/1 
Displacement ................210 cu. im. (3442 cc) 

ression Ratio ...........9/1 (8/1 except on “‘S’’) 
Carburetion by ............. Two S.U. H.D. 8 (H.D. 6) 
Max. daar aa peciaga hoe Bo rpm 


Max. Torque Poe Ae gy SOO 


(216 @ 3000) 
7 : optional ratios— 
ra 
Borg-Warner 
Transmission ratios test car automatic 
| ROS eR (2,30-4,95 
coe Cae ease eeu oso one (1.44-3.08 
WED. oe cca dicts eee (1.00 ) 
Final drive ratio ............. 4.09 (3.19 a 
in OD) without OD) 
Axle torque taken by........ Rear springs 
CHASSIS: 


a -a:1 seks aaah os. 6iAtss Sane ener 


Wriseelbnat §. 60: kr icde ccs ce 
Tread, front rear......... 51% in. 
Front Suspension Os) C0 aS ied lecahiiasad 
Rear Suspension ............ Rigid axle, semi-elliptic springs 
Shock absorbers ............Girling 1% in. telescopic 
Cece TRO a sates ies ae oe Denton 
Steering turns L to L. .3% 
Turning diameter, curb to 

OE ep Ee 
BOVE -sikc - canteen +s enn ae a nen. Qaehene 


Tire size ees Aaa 
Rim size eae copeps (16 x 546K for dise 
wheels) 





GENERAL 
Shake hondw nee as oes hee eee Ms 
Ww ances ven PEER Kaew eae hee 


’ 
fe 


Hi 5 in. 
Ww t, as tested............ 3190 lbs. (plus 300 Ibs. crew) 
Fuel capacity ................17 U.S. 


RATING FACTORS: 

Specific Pow ieiiece Se in, 
Power'te Weight tate’... the ie ap 

Piston speed @ 60 mph ...... 2130 ft./min (1665 in OD) 
Speed @ 1000 rpm in top gear. 19.6 mph (25.1 in OD) 




















































We gave a family a car for 
three weeks, and told them... 
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DITOR’S NOTE: In a recent meeting of automobile 

dealers in Los Angeles, a top sales executive of one of 

the Big Three addressed the group on a matter of 
great concern to all of them — the severe downward curve 
of the collective Detroit sales graph. His conclusion: 
“Brother, we’re in trouble.” The “we” part of it meant 
primarily the dealers and companies involvéd. 

Across the country in New York a few weeks previously, 
at the International Automobile Show, importers racked up 
a staggering record that indicated that import sales in the 
U.S. in 1958 will total seven percent of the total market. The 
British alone garnered $12,668,750. Jaguar sold their entire 
American allotment. In other words, the imported car deal- 
ers were asking “what recession?” 

It wasn’t just the show alone — the Amcrican makes repre- 
sented were not just outsold across the board, they were 
virtually ignored. The Mercedes-Benz, Studebaker-Packard 
combine wound up selling eleven Mercedes to one domestic 
item. 

Why were Americans rejecting American automobiles in 
favor of imports? It’s a good question and one that a lot of 
high-priced brains are puzzling over. There are several ways 
to find the answer. Most of these are pretty impersonal — 
depth surveys, questionnaires and so on. There was another 
way, perhaps not as all-inclusive or as conclusive as some of 
the others, but it had one factor that no other method could 
have. It was purely personal — and very simple. 

Why not find a typical American family, a family that was 
neither rich nor poor, neither big nor small, and most im- 
portant of all, a family that had never been exposed to an 
imported car? Once found, why not give that family such a 
car for several weeks and let them live with it and at the 
end of the period find out what they thought of it? Why 
not indeed? 

The first problem was to find the family, normally a rather 
tough procedure but as luck would have it one of the SCI 
staff knew just such a family — the Stroms, Phil and Gladys 
and their three children, Gary, Cindy and Wendy. They 
fitted the bill in all particulars. Phil is a successful salesman 
for an office machine company with an income that is 
neither miniscule nor staggering. Gladys was his highschool 
sweetheart and they were married when Phil was a USAAF 
bomber pilot in World War II. Gary is 13 years old and in 
junior high, Cindy is 10 and Wendy at 3 is the baby of the 
family. They all live in a middle-size house in Wilton, Con- 
necticut, in the heart of upper suburbia from whence Phil 
commutes daily to New York City. Even better, the Stroms 
are natives of Detroit and if anything tend to be prejudiced 
in favor of the products of their home town. They have 
never driven anything but domestic machinery and in the 
last six years nothing but automatic drive cars. In short, 
they couldn’t be better subjects. 
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The Strom family, Detroiters all, discover something new in the way of automobiles—size is no criterion of a family car. 


Ihe next problem was to find a car, preferably one they 
had never seen. We went through the entire list and there 
was only one that had not yet hit the market in any quantity, 
the Triumph 10 sedan. All the others were selling so well 
that they were a familiar sight all over suburbia; but the 
little TR 10 was brand new. We asked and received just such 
a car through the good offices of Allen Bethell, president of 
Standard-Triumph. We then turned the car over to the 
Stroms and forgot them for three weeks — “Don’t call us, 
we'll call you.” We did give them a service garage to call in 
case of trouble and that was all. At the end of the three 
weeks we lugged a tape recorder out to their house and told 
them to start talking. Talk they did. Here are the results. 
We think it’s something to ponder about, particularly by 
that sales executive mentioned above. These are his prime 
customers talking. 








The first question asked was: “Can we all fit into it?’ 
They could indeed, all five of them, and they added 
the family pooch as well. They fitted so well that 
italmost required a writ to get the car back aftey 
the three weeks trial period 




























































Phil, you picked up this TR 10 about three weeks ago, 
ind you were told to take the car and drive it as your own 
ar. You and Gladys were to split up the driving of the car 
nd at the end of the time you were to give your opinions 
yn tt. What did you think about it at first? 

It was a new sensation to me. I haven’t driven a car with 
anything but an automatic transmission since 1949, and my 
first reaction was that there is a clutch: then the change 
from the conventional 3 speed shift to the four gears found 
in the TR. After becoming accustomed to what it was, we 
had absolutely no trouble from that standpoint since. 






Garry got a briefing, too. Nobody could 
figure out why such a tiny engine could do 

such a man-sized job after all their years 
with Detroit’s lavish engine displacements. 


Learning to drive again with an honest-to-gosh 
transmission was easy. SCI checked Phil out 
and then let him do the same for Gladys. Her 
comment: “Gee, it feels like a kiddy kar!” Later 
her opinion changed radically for the better. 





How about ti nsiderably reduced power? Did that 
other you at first? 

In a sense it did. I had to learn to change gears when I 
hadn’t done so for many, many years, but we soon became 
accustomed to that. As a matter of fact, there is no par- 
ticular need for power for the local use in which we were 
primarily interested. Well, I did notice it on the highway, 


; 
MW but there was no objectionable loss of power for normal 
¥ driving. We drove up to Bridgeport one time on the park- 
mm Way, and for normal driving purposes it was a lot of fun. 
\t higher speeds it had enough power to give you all the 
punch you need. 
/ Once you got used to the gear shifting, did you more or 
: 


less enjoy being able to pick your own gears, or did it 
seem a chore 

It wasn’t a chore. I didn’t know whether I actually enjoyed 
it. i must have. I enjoyed driving the car; it was something 
different. It was a lot of fun to have to think about driving 
for a change because I used to drive about 35,000 miles a 
year in conventional American made automobiles where 
driving became a chore rather than enjoyment. As little 
is I have driven around here, I suddenly became conscious 





Apts Family laundry gets lost in the Triumph’s trunk. 
of driving again. No less than 22 Six-Pack cases of soda bottles 
Was it sort of a “fun” kind of driving? were packed into the space. Even skis will fit. 
In more ways than one. When you gave the car to me I 
hink it had something like 14 tank of gas in it, and I drove 
t to the station all week and again that weekend. I guess 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Wi THE ADVENT of the MG TD came ‘al 


demise of one (among many) of the appeals of the 


“good ol’ TC” — the TD temporarily did away with 
knock-off wire wheels in the MG department. Abingdon 
realized its mistake, and sure enough, with the TF knock-offs 
became optional equipment and so it is through the current 
A. This left thousands of TD owners just as much in love 
with their machines, but with a feeling that a little something 
was missing. For those owners who are active in sports car 
events from rallies to gymkhanas, and those who go all out 
racing — there is a definite twinge everytime they hear the 
clarion call of a lead hammer striking a knock-off hub. 

The TD owners are not alone in this dilemma. (And it is 
a dilemma as full, integral conversion to Borrani or Rudge 
knock-offs requires a complete replacement of axles and hubs 
and the expenditure of lots of money.) Many cars have 
never offered wire wheels (Corvette, Karmann-Ghia, Alfa- 
Romeo etc.) and many owners who bought their cars with- 
out the offered knock-offs have soon regretted it. 

SCI has looked into this problem and we've found Dayton 


Like it says in the ads — “before”. The 
famous “baby buggy” wheel of the TD. 
Well designed, but certainly not a 
quick change item. 


PEL, Fat 


By Sherrie Zuckert 


be! Products of Xenia, Ohio. This is the company that 


: supplied the rugged wire wheels for most of America’s do- 


mestic racing cars in the Twenties and Thirties. Many of 
these cars utilized modified production components, includ- 
ing hubs and brakes, Dayton developed a simple and fool- 
proof method of converting bolt-on hubs to take the quick- 
change knockoff wheels at that time. 

This conversion kit, consisting of a hub adaptor that is 
machined to fit hubs specified, a wire wheel that fits the hub 
adaptor, and a chromed wing-type cap in either the three lobe 
or two lobe type, is now available for almost any make of 
car fitted with bolt-on wheels. A complete set consists of five 
wheels and four hub adaptors. In the case of the MG TDs 
and TFs, an extra adaptor and cap are included for the spare 
wheel carrier. 

Under no protest at all, we were lent an MG TD and set 
about converting to wire wheels. The job was done at 
Imported & Domestic Service in Westport, Conn. The entire 
conversion took but an hour to complete and no special tools 
were needed. Here is how that hour was spent. 


All dirt and grime must be removed from face of hub and brake drum. Hub 
adaptors should be placed on hubs to gauge even contact all around. If there is 
any interference, point of contact must be found and any high point removed. 
This may be done through use of a grinding instrument or a chisel and hammer. 








After grinding or removing high spots, adaptor is tested for flatness 

of fit. The jagged teeth along the edge of the adaptor mesh with teeth 
around the inside of the wheel itself to insure a non-slip grip between 
wheels and hub. The hub must fit flush or wheels won’t run true. 


Adaptors are bolted on using the regular wheel studs and bolts. These 
may be removed at any time for use of regular wheel. Stud nuts must 
be drawn up tight. A thin coating of grease should be applied to threads 
on hub. Grease should also be put on taper or bevel on back of hub 
cap,and hub cap threads. Dirt should not be present on hub cap threads. 


Adaptors are color keyed making mis- Supplied washers should be used so With final bolting down of the carrer 
placement almost impossible. Left side that adaptor will not strike inner adaptor, job is complete. Time — one 
adaptors are painted yellow, those for boss on carrier mounting, or flange will hour! 

the right side are red. be distorted when nuts are bolted. 
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PRIVER’S REPORT 


by John Christy 


ROM THE MARLBORO track to 
k “the” motel — you know the kind, 

the place where “everybody” hangs 
out during any given race week-end at 
any given track — was about 15 miles with 
one clear piece of four lane highway and 
the rest two lanes, twisting and hilly. We 
made it in about 15 minutes, through the 
sort of traffic that emerges from race 
courses after Saturday practice. 

“Hmff,” said feminine voice. “How 
ostentatious can you get? ... Little red can 
— zip, zip, zip .. . Zoom!” It was an attrac- 
tive red-head smiling down at us from the 
comparatively lofty altitude of a new 
Jaguar. 

“I’ve been trying to catch up to you all 
the way from the track and couldn’t. Just 
what is that thing?” 

“Elva,” I said. 

“I know she goes — I’ve already had a 
demonstration,” said the red-head. “Now 
tell me what it is.” 

Well — she was a red-head and she was 
attractive; the misplaced erudition could 
be forgiven. The impatience was under- 
standable. 

“No, not elle va — Elva; it’s an Elva 
Courier,” I said and then went to give the 
necessary further explanations. Since the 
ensuing conversation was lengthy and not 
at all concerned with Frank Nichols’ latest 
product it need not be repeated here. 

What had attracted the lady was a ma- 
chine we mentioned briefly in the May, 
‘58 issue — a production version of the jet 
hot Elva sports-racing car. At that time 
there wasn’t much information available 
except that Mr. Nichols was building it 
and that it would be a street machine. Con- 

tinental Motors of Washington, D. C., 
Elva distributors said that they would de- 
liver the first one to us at the Marlboro 
Nationals. They were as good as thei! 
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word — it was the first one, the very first. 
In the production version the car will have 
a fiberglas body; this one had an alumi- 
num skin which was actually the male 
mold from which the production molds 
were made. There were certain other little 
differences, about which more later. 

Basically the car is an offshoot of the 
Elva Mark I and Mark I-B, but with a lad- 
der-type tube frame instead of the space 
frame of the racing versions. Like the 
earlier Mk I, the Courier carries a rigid 
rear axle and Standard (Triumph) Ten 
front suspension. Instead of the Elva over- 
head intake Ford conversion or the Cov- 
entry Climax, the Courier carries a BMC 
B-Type engine that is just short of MGA 
specs, delivering 70 instead of 74 bhp. The 
gearbox and rear end are the same as the 
MGA, final drive ratio being 3.7 to 1. 
However, due to the use of 14-inch wheels, 
the effective ratio is a shade lower than 
that found in the MGA with that rear end. 

This, coupled with the fact that the 
weight of the Courier is 300-odd Ibs. less 
than that of the MGA, makes the loss of 
four horses unnoticeable — in fact the 
effect is pure scat. The one we had would 
hold off an A.C. Ace-Bristol with Stage 
Two tune from a standing start to 80 
miles an hour — just barely, true, but it 
would hold it off and that despite a prob- 
lem which prevented us from doing a full- 
scale road test. 

Briefly, the problem was that the car 
had arrived here in a rush for the Inter- 
national Motor Show in New York, and 
in all the hurry had been equipped with a 
low-pressure fuel pump. This pump was 
sufficient for supplying a single carburetor, 
but the twin 114-inch S.U. carbs demanded 
more than it could deliver. The result was 
fuel starvation at about 4,000 rpm, a shade 
over 80 mph. It also meant that shifts had 





to be made below 4,000, a good thousand 
under peak, so the power figure quoted 
above could probably be pronounced more 
like 60 bhp than 70. Regardless of this we 
were able to charge from zero to 60 in 12 
seconds flat. Later, in a brief reacquaint 
ance with the car after a high-rate pump 
had been fitted, we turned up a one-shot 
0-60 time of 9.2 seconds. About the only 
production cars we have tested that have 
bettered that figure are the Jaguar, the 
Corvette, the Mercedes 300 SL, Ferrari G1 
Europa and the Fury. 

Handling the Courier is an experience 
in sheer exhilaration. The ultra-precise 
steering is the sort of thing one might ex 
pect on an outright racing car but never 
on a street machine selling for less than 
$3,000. There is no back lash and only the 
slightest return tendency — just enough, 
in fact, to track perfectly. There is virtu- 
ally no play; a slight tug at the wheel pro- 
duces an equally slight turn of the wheels 
and no more — no Jess, no matter what the 
wheel position. The gearbox would be 
familiar to any MGA driver, slightly tight 
from gate to gate but absolutely positive 
with short throws from gear to gear. Brak 
ing is in accord with performance. Wit! 
twin master cylinders handling the pres 
sure, there was nil fade and no pedal dro) 
in ten stops from 60. 


Hauling through a tight bend at 7()m 








The suspension all the way around is by 
Woodhead-Monroe coil springs and Arm- 
strong shocks, practically a standard set-up 
m British racing cars of all types. The 
esulting ride is tight without being stiff. 
Small, sharp bumps are all but soaked up 
ind big ones are glided over without the 
hopping that one might expect in this light 
i car with a rigid rear axle. Road holding 
s absolutely superb by any standard except 
hat applied to the Mark II and III all- 
yut racing versions and their likes. 

During three days of living with the car 
we found only a few minor points of criti- 
ism and these were caused mainly by the 
rush to get the car completed by show 
ime. The biggest complaint was that the 
clutch and brake pedals were too narrow 
ind too close together and that the tun- 
nels for both the driver’s and passenger's 
feet were a bit narrow. Mr. Nichols later 
old us that both of these faults had been 
duly noted and were being remedied on 
the production car as was the fuel pump 
problem mentioned earlier. Another petty 
annoyance was the pull-cord door latches. 
[hese require a pull on the latch and a 
push at the door at one and the same time, 
with both actions tending to nullify one 
another. The final fault of the prototype 
and the only one requiring an engineering 
change was the height of the upper spring 
mounts which limited wheel travel to 
some extent. On really serious bumps the 
car could be made to bottom with a pas- 
senger aboard. This is also being remedied 
and not by the simple method of stiffening 
the springs but by lengthening the wheel 


travel — a far more satisfactory way and 
one which indicates the thought Mr. 
Nichols puts into buyer satisfaction. 

Actually, the prototype was desirable 
enough property even with the petty prob- 
lems above to be sold as-is at the projected 
price of $2785 (which may vary slightly 
depending on area when the production 
cars reach the U.S.) 

Despite the Courier’s scalding perform- 
ance on the road, it is docile in traffic — 
more so than most. When we returned the 
car to Continental we came into Washing- 
ton from the opposite side of town. Now, 
the Nation’s capital is not noted for ease 
of traverse. In fact it’s one of the worst 
cities in the country for an out-of-town 
driver to get through and we hit it at the 
5 p.m. rush hour from the direction of 
the Pentagon. The Courier took the traffic 
like a taxicab; better, in fact since we 
could thread our way through holes no 
cab could poke its way into. It didn’t heat 
in jams, it didn’t buck and it didn’t load 
up plugs, thanks to the very lightly 
stressed engine. 

Summing up, for the man who wants to 
drive his car on the street and race it on 
weekends and still have a chance at the 
hardware, the Elva Courier will be hard 
to beat. Admittedly some of the amenities 
of the full street or boulevard sports car 
are missing, but to the truly shriven the 
no-nonsense performance and maneuvera- 
bility of the Courier will make up for any 
number of cigarette lighters, ash trays and 
fancy knobs. 

Besides, it attracts pretty red-heads. 

—John Christy 


For small roadster the trunk is 





Pedals are small and close to- 
gether but fault will be cured 
on the production version. 


rier clung like a leach. 


huge. It'll take one large 


case and many odds and ends. 


Engine is the thrusty BMC B-Type with 
some but not all MGA modifications 
(above). Power is 70 bhp at 5200 rpm; 
effect is pure GO. “Office” is simple and 
neat; meters and controls come easy to 


hand. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: In Jesse Alexander’s 
own words, the G.P. of Monaco is one- 
fourth motor race and three-fourths spec- 
tacle. In order to present as much of the 
spectacle as possible, via his splendid pho- 
tographs, we will outline only briefly the 
course of the race itself. 

After the usual shuffle at the first turn, 
Behra in the BRM emerged in the lead, 
with Brooks and Moss (Vanwalls) hot on 
his heels. After 28 laps the BRM was out 
(brakes again), leaving Moss in front. 
Hawthorn (Ferrari “Dino” 246) was tear- 
ing around, making up for his bad start. 
Shortly after pushing past Brooks into 
second, he found himself in the number 
one slot, as all three Vanwalls retired 
within a few laps of one another. 

Though the green threat seemed to 
have evaporated, Schell’s BRM _ having 
dropped way back with plug troubles, Mike 
kept up his brilliant pace. It had brought 
him past Brooks and Trintignant earlier 
in a display of close-in virtuosity. Now he 
was increasing his lead on the latter’s little 
blue Cooper like the one with which 
Moss had won the Argentine G.P. in 
January. Interesting thought, for when 
the fuel pump fell off the Ferrari (!) , the 
smiling Frenchman found himself in front. 
(nd from the 39th lap to the hundredth, 
he stayed in front, leading the two re- 
maining “Dinos” comfortably all the way. 
The results: 

Trintignant Cooper 0 ag of 

Musso Ferrari 2:52'48.1” 

Collins Ferrari 2:53/06.7” 

Brabham Coopei 3 laps back 

Schell BRM 9 laps back 

Allison Lotus 

Fastest lap stood to Hawthorn at 1'40.6”, 
equal to 69.8 mph. Winner’s average was 
67.8 mph, also a new record—and with a 
car of under two liters. Owner Rob Walke1 
and mechanic Alf Francis were just as 
pleased as Maurice Trintignant, and no 
wonder. 





It’s Behra Brooks Brabham Trintignant (BRM Vanwall Cooper Cooper) on the first lap. 
Brooks abandoned his car on this slope—spark plug unscrewed—he couldn’t restart. 
Trintignant’s, Brabham’s Coopers lead Musso’s Ferrari through sweeper near Casino. 
Gamblers left the games to watch Trint zip past Casino, eventually to win his gamble. 
Braking hard into Station hairpin, Mr. T tails Brooks closely, shortly to pass him. 
With Behra out, Hawthorn and Moss had a real dust-up for first, but neither lasted. 
Courtesy shows as slower driver waves on overtaking Ferrari just before Mirabeau. 
During practice, von Trips scoots past Maserati on harbor promenade after chicane. 
Also in practice, Brabham slithers by tobacco shop (far left—closed for weekend), 
hotly pursued by non-qualifying sports Osca. 10 Grace and Ranier, Maurice and trophy. SS - 
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Monaco to keep in mind the fact that 

times achieved during practice often 
bear little relation to the actual relative 
abilities of cars and drivers. It’s all too easy 
to look over the times and draw conclu- 
sions which don’t match the facts. This 
twisty, hilly course is so very tight that 
interfering traffic and road surface varia- 
tions play more than a normal part, both 
in qualifying as a starter and obtaining a 
good place on the grid. 

This year Tony Brooks’ blistering 
1’39.8” lap, a full second over Behra’s next 
best, was posted near the end of the second 
day during the one circuit when he wasn’t 
seriously baulked by other traffic. Similarly, 


(Continued on page 58) 
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S EVERY ENTHUSIAST KNOWS, Peugeot is one 
of the great names in automotive history. Les Fils de 
Peugeot Fréres—then and to this day a manufacturer 
of pepper grinders, incidentally—participated in the very 
birth of the automobile and from 1890 to the beginning of 
World War I was one of the top names in international 
racing. The Peugeot competition models of 1912 and 1913 
were technological triumphs that insured the immortality 
of the marque. It was Swiss engineer Ernest Henri who 
conceived their engines’ classic pattern that was to be 
imitated by the whole racing world: vee-inclined valves, 
four valves per cylinder and a separate camshaft for each 
bank of valves. After that the firm left the speculative 
benefits of racing to others but it never has lost its gameness 
for innovation. Its newest offering should be expected to 

be of more-than-average technical interest. And it is. 

The most intriguing organ of the Peugeot 403 is its engine 
which, along with the rest of the chassis, is an enlarged and 
refined version of the well-proved 203 model. Structurally, 
if not in displacement, it resembles a hemispherical combus- 
tion-chamber Chrysler V8 sawed in half. The soup-up po- 
tential of this 1468 cc power unit with its light-alloy head, 
straight-through porting and deep crankcase is exciting to 
contemplate and tempting to the performance-minded 
shopper. But in its stock form the 403 is not likely to take 
many first place trophies in the Under 1500 Sedan Class. 
The low compression-ratio (regular grade gas was used 
throughout our tests) engine is set up for reliability and 
creature comfort. Its silence at idle is uncanny for a four- 


PEUGEOT 


A Low-priced Luxury Car 


banger; after firing it up it’s genuinely difficult to tell if it’s 
running. There is no tick-over sound, no vibration, except 
for rare occasions when things are running hot. As one wit 
remarked, this silence is the Peugeot Sound .. . a grisly pun 
if you anglicise what should be pronounced purr-joe, with a 
soft “j” and barely a hint of the “r.” 

Its really deceptive silence is lost as soon as the throttle is 
opened but the Peugeot nevertheless is one of the quietest, 
smoothest ohv fours we have ever driven. Although it 
reaches its horsepower peak at 4900 rpm, it eagerly runs 
out to 5900 and even at that level, where you might expect 
the valve gear to start hammering, it remains quiet and 
smooth, The engine space is clean and uncluttered and the 
power unit itself is an interesting and easy one to work on. 
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The 403’s performance is, of course, largely a function of 
its quite unusual gearing. The low, 5.75 to one, final drive 
is by worm and wheel. This layout, which locates the pinion 
and drive shaft at the very bottom of the final drive housing 
has not been seen on an American car since Stutz went out 
of production in the early 1930's. Peugeot seems to be the 
one marque in the world using a worm final drive and does 
so, no doubt, for the same reason that Stutz did: to achieve 
the lowest possible center of gravity and the flattest possible 
floor. The price paid for this gain is somewhat higher friction 
losses with worm drive than with conventional bevel gears. 

The unusually low final drive ratio of this car is offset 
by its equally unusual selection of transmission gears. The 
four-speed box includes an 0.75 overdrive on top cog, which 
results in a more conventional overall ratio of 4.312. The 
first three ratios—including 1-to-1 on Third—are very widely 
spaced and take some getting used to for that reason. And 
the pattern of the column shift is unusual for an overseas 
car. Reverse, First, Second, and Third follow the conven- 
tional Detroit manual-shift pattern and Fourth is reached 
by going all the way across the Neutral crossover and up, 
alongside Second. This shift pattern is learned very quickly 
and it works with butter-slicing smoothness providing it 
isn’t rushed. Synchromesh is provided on all forward speeds 
but the synchro on First is not infallible. 

Due to the wide spacing of the gears it is easy to over-rey 
the engine when down-shifting and this produces a rush of 
sound up forward that reminds the driver to pay more 
attention to his shift points. Pulling power at low revs has 


a soft quality but is nevertheless surprisingly good in all 
gears. Even in overdrive acceleration is very satisfactory 
above 40 mph. Reverse gear emits a nice sound but all the 
forward cogs are silent. At 60 mph in Third you're more 
aware of the singing of the rear-end gears than of the slightly 
audible whirr of the engine up front. The 403’s low gearing 
makes it a good offensive mount in traffic. Its strong direc! 
third ratio is useful to approximately 75 mph, making ‘| 
excellent for highway passing. Fourth is for economy when 
just cruising down the road. The clutch has a sharp, positiv: 
bite but nevertheless is soft, smooth and it will not gral. 

The Peugeot's rack and pinion steering incorporates autc- 
matic play take-up which is so effective that on a fairly tight 


(Continued on page 4°’) 
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Cf) (aes 

all Turning diameter, curb 

a | SE eee 31 ft. 
ror’ eee ... Lockheed 

Brake lining area ........127 sq. in. 

the EE a Wud ciard Gin Ghs0 6 165 x 380 Michelin x (equivalent 
yore to 5.90 x 15) 

htl GENERAL 

ae i. ws x acces tants 176 in 
rin’, os. igo cs is ss 66 in 
rec t Height epee eK Neeeresese . 59 in. 

Weight, test car ...... . 2,410 Ibs. (plus 300 Ibs. crew) 

ig Weight distribution, F/R . 52/48 
he Fuel capacity ............ gallons 
itis RATING FACTORS: 
rral Specific Power Output .... 0.65 bhp/cu. in. 

i Power to Weight Ratio ... 41.5 lbs./hp 
uk Piston speed @ 60 mph ...1,665 ft./min 
tight Braking Area ........ . 105% sq. in./ton 
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PEUGEOT 403 


PERFORMANCE 


Speed at end of quarter ... 


SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: 
Timed Speed Indicated Speed Timed Speed 
29 70 65 


FUEL CONSUMPTION (on Regular gas) 


(10 successive emergency stops from 60 mph, just short of 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Tread, front and rear .. 





... $2,175 
«+ - $2,295 
Peugeot Inc., 120 East 56th St., 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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. Water-cooled, in-line four, wet liners 
Pushrod overhead vee-inclined valves 
... 3.14 x 2.87 in. (80 x 73 mm) 
0.91/1 
89.6 cu. in. (1468 ec) 
... 20/1 
.. One Solex or Zenith downdraft 
58 bhp @ 4900 rpm 
. 74.5 Ibs.-ft. @ 2500 rpm 
...400 rpm 












... test car 










0.75 
. 5.75 (4.31 overall in top gear) 
Torque tube 







+ 106 in. 

. 52%, 52 in. 

. Independent, transverse leaf spring, 
anti-roll bar 

. Rigid axle, coil springs, Panhard 
rod 

Lever and piston type, double acting 
.. Rack and pinion 





yA 


-2 mph (13.0 in III) 


FN 


AUGUST ’58 





Britains Dark Horse? 


by Stephen Wilder 


F THEY HAD BEEN built in America, the Peter 

Berthon-Raymond Mays inspired BRM’s would surely 

be known as the Piston Area Specials. Though both 
the 11% liter supercharged V-16 and the current unblown 
21% liter four have shared fantastic speed, unparalleled bad 
luck and even, at times, a variety of air suspension, their 
one consistently outstanding feature has always been vast 
piston area. Why? Originally, to get the highest top speed 
possible. 

From the gospel according to Laurence Pomeroy, Jr., 
maximum speed is a function of total piston area divided 
by frontal area, all other things being equal*. Since piston 
area may be looked upon as displacement divided by 
stroke, the way to meet the GP formula limitations on 
displacement is to reach for the shortest usable stroke. 
Minimum satisfactory stroke/bore ratios for efficient com- 
bustion then dictate the choice of a large number of small 
cylinders. The earlier BRM’s were 16 cylinders, the bore 
and stroke being but 1.95 and 1.90 inches respectively. Not 
unexpectedly, the whole thing proved to be quite a box 
of tricks. When its centrifugal blower had been taught to 
work over a rather wide rev range, the power output bor- 
dered on the fantastic and so did the car’s speed down 
the straights. 

But Bonneville speeds are not themselves the open-sesame 
to high lap speeds. Other prerequisites are cornering power 
and stability, braking efficiency and acceleration. Each of 
them should be of the highest order. Though it’s rather 
like Monday morning quarterbacking, it is now readily 
apparent that the earliest BRM’s suffered deficiencies in 
each of these other qualities, and the first four-bangers 
were only slightly better off, having added remarkable ac- 
celeration to their high speed. 

Though they went down the road like streaks of lightning 
and were often in the lead away from the starting line, when 
they came to corners, either arriving at them, when passing 
through them, or even when leaving them, all sorts of 
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Photos by Alexander and The Autocar 


gyrations could be expected. These odd maneuvers not only 
lost irretrievable time; what was far worse, they cost the 
Bourne team a most valuable asset; driver confidence. 

Because even the finest Grand Prix car can’t perform 
without a top notch driver at the controls, the rapid 
turnover of team drivers eventually caused great concern 
to the Berthon-May duo, about which more later. 

Incidentally, BRM stands not for their initials, but for 
those of British Racing Motors. It is a sort of latter day 
ERA, both Berthon and Mays having been involved in 
that enterprise, too. (See SCI, April, ’58) . 

At the end of the second World War, some of the 
British automotive industry wished to take a page from 
the German’s copybook, gaining for themselves the same 
sort of prestige accorded Auto-Union’s and Daimler-Benz’ 
Grand Prix victories. Under the impetus of Mr. B and 
Mr. M, and with strong financial backing from the Rubery, 
Owen and the Joseph Lucas organizations and later many 
others, the formidable sounding name of the British Racing 
Motors Research Trust was coined, and in the old ERA 
workshops at Bourne next to Mays’ home, the construction 
of the cars cominenced. 

Suffering a bit from too many cooks, the BRM broth 
was certainly spicy. Not only did Berthon go ape on piston 
area, he chose the small, supercharged option of the then 
current first formula and used a two-stage centrifugal blower 
to handle the necessary volume of air with a minimum of 
metalwork. In retrospect, this was probably the design error 
which contributed most to marque’s lack of success. At low 
revs, centrifugal blowers just don’t do the job. 

But the suspension had its intricacies, too, for oleo- 
pneumatic struts at each wheel provided an oil and air 
equivalent to today’s popular combined coil spring and 
telescopic shock absorber units. 

Suffice to say that these cars were examples of “too much, 
too soon,” for by 1953, the first season for which they 
were fully raceworthy, a new Formula One had been an- 
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nounced, to become effective from 1954 onwards. Still in 
effect today, it was to be only one-half liter larger than the 
about-to-expire Formula Two of two liters. The Contin- 
entals, dropping their expensive F-1 machines into mu- 
seums and other final resting places, concentrated in 53 
on prototypes for the new formula. Cheaper to construct, 
they required less financial temptation to entice to the 
starting grid, so the GP organizers went happily along with 
the builders. The entire Championship list was made up 
of F-2 events, except for the race at Albi where, typically, 
Fangio broke the lap record with the BRM Mk II, but 
failed to finish the Final. Restricted then to a few Formula 
Libre races where the only requirement is that the cars 
must have four wheels, the BRMs were finally going like 
champions, but to what avail? 

The entire effort now was under the management of Mr. 
Alfred Owen of Rubery, Owen & Co., Ltd. who had pur- 
chased the whole ball of wax from the now defunct Re- 
search Trust. At Bourne, Berthon got busy on something 
new to chase away the BRM blues. Though the new rules 
permitted supercharged 750 cc engines, he had learned his 
lessons about complexity. He resisted the oft offered sug- 
gestion to chop the 1488 cc V-16 in two and run it as a 
V-8. Instead he designed a completely new unblown engine. 
He chose four cylinders, both for simplicity and for better 
acceleration characteristics. But still very keen on piston 
area, he picked a bore of 4.05 inches. The stroke is only 
2.95 inches, so that at the maximum revs of 8500, the mean 
piston speed is but 4180 feet per minute — about the same 
as a 3.4 Jag D-type at 6000 rpm. 

Eschewing the pent roof combustion chamber used in 
the similarly “over-four’” bore Meyer-Drakes with their 
multiple valves (two each, intake and exhaust), Peter 
Berthon opted for a more nearly hemispherical combustion 
chamber. By avoiding air-flow difficulties around figure 
eight-like openings, he figured to get considerably higher 
brake mean effective pressures. But to get the necessary 
volume of air in at reasonable flow velocities, the intake 
valve’s head had to be some 214 inches in diameter, a mere 
15% larger than the piston’s of its predessor! 

To save weight at this critical point, flat discs were welded 
across the tops of highly tuliped valve heads. On the ex- 
hausts, the hollow space (it extends well into the stem) 


ie J 
ca 4 Pe, 


© 


Olt haya 


















is partially filled with sodium salts to help reduce valve 
head temperature. (The salts liquify and slosh back and 
forth from head to stem, transferring the heat by con- 
vection as well as conduction.) To get plenty of spring 
force without long stems (and extra weight), cross-over 
hairpins are used, as on Vanwall and Ferrari. But even for 
these, space is limited and so, as a result, are revs — to 8500. 
This is 500 more than they could safely use with the solid 
valves used as a temporary quick-fix for the 1956 British 
G.P., but 500 less than were used so unsuccessfully in their 
early valve-busting days. 

Side load on the valve stem is virtually eliminated by 
the finger which pivots between it and the cam lobe. The 
four-lobed camshafts ride in five bearings each and are 
driven by rear-mounted timing gears. Breakage of the 
latter has caused several retirements when everything: else 
was going well. Despite redesign of these gears as fat 
back as 1956, they continued to break up, both that year 
and the next. Current thought at Bourne now is that this 
was due, not to the gears themselves, but to flexing of the 
crankshaft. Unlike the camshafts, the crank had but four 
main bearings, the conventional center main being omitted 
A certain amount of whip evidently was developing, 
causing extreme loads to be transmitted to both the timing 


(Text continues on page 53; pictures and cutaway drawing 
are on following pages.) 
AUTHORS NOTE: Two interesting news items have come 
to my attention since writing this article. One is an encour- 
aging report from Zandvoort where Schell and Behra proved 
that BRMs can finish a Grand Prix; at the Dutch one ther 
they placed second and third. With other British cars in first 
and fourth (Moss-Vanwall and Salvadori-Cooper) , the next 
item looks especially significant. It seems that Dunlop have 
come out with a new racing tire, the R5, which is head and 
shoulders above the competition. Even Ferrari, who have 
been with Englebert since the year one, are planning to try 
them out at Silverstone. One Dunlop engineer is willing to 
bet hard cash that they will reduce the “Dino’s” lap time by 
more than a second. So perhaps the BRM’s good showing 
recently against the Prancing Horses has been based in large 
part on tire superiority. Whether or not, the green cars still 
have plenty of challenges in their future. 
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The pit balcony 
and counters were 
jammed as Behra in 

his BRM leapt into 

the lead over Collins 
(right) and Flockhart at 
Daily Express Trophy race. 
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Really pushing the BRM along, Behra went 28 laps at Monte 
Carlo, all but last three in first place, ahead of world’s best. 


Super compact BRM scoots 
through chicane to rush down 
promenade along harbor’s edge 


1bsence of coil springs clarifies this view of the i.f.s. All outboard connections are 
ball-jointed, wishbones, anti-roll bar and steering rods alike. Brake calipers mount 
on rearward ears of front hubs. Frame’s tubular cross structure is new for 
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1958 BRM has scavenging exhaust system 


slung low, passing below rear hubs. 


Latest car, pre- 
pared for Monaco is 
red-lined at 8000 rpm. 




















Sicilian Sweepstakes 


1. Musso-Gendebien F 
2. Behra-Scarlatti 
3. v. Trips-Hawthorn 
4. Collins-Hill 
5. Cabianca-Bordoni 


6. v. Hanstein- Pucci 
Fastest lap: Moss (Aston-Martin)) 
42'17.5” (636 mph) 
Race average: 58.8 mph wisi 
yowNHE FIRST IMPRESSION that “Wwe 

had after making a fast lap of the 

larga Florio circuit was that this 
was no prima donna’s event, for the wild 
mountainous Sicilian race course was ob- 
viously designed for men who love open 
road racing with all of its natural hazards. 
Briefly, here is the layout: the “Targa” 
course consists of a 45 mile lap, out of 
which only 314 can be called level straight- 
away. The remainder is twisting moun- 
tain road in varying degrees of disrepair, 
either going up or down. Total distance to 
go is 1008 kilometers, or 14 laps. 

The road, as are all Sicilian mountain 
roads, is narrow, making passing not only 
difficult but down-right dangerous, and it 
rises to exactly 1968 feet above sea level. 
[he road surface is almost scandalous; 
“appalling”, the English would call it. It’s 
uneven and covered with fresh gravel and 
tar, as well as odd shovelfulls of dirt lib- 
erally spread about by the local road 
workers, as they make vain efforts to keep 
the surface from disappearing entirely. 

rhe route of the “Targa” passes through 
the heart of two Sicilian mountain vil- 
lages. A driver can find himself seemingly 
alone out in the wilds with not a spectator 
in sight, and then the next minute he’s 
roaring full throttle down a narrow cob- 
bled street with people, dogs and chickens 
jumping sideways. Von Trips in the 3 liter 
Ferrari, on his first lap, reported over- 
taking a man riding a white horse down 
the center of the road! 

The “Targa” is the world’s oldest sum 
viving motor race. It is a traditional event 
sponsored, financed and managed by one 
man, elderly Vincenzo Florio, a quiet soft 
spoken Sicilian gentleman who is now well 
along in years, but is still determined to 
see that “his” race continues. When Florio 
is gone, the Targa will be gone too, bring 
ing the end to a quite wonderful era of 
motor racing 

Chere is no official training period. All 
practice must be done prior to the race 
under normal traffic conditions. One can 
imagine some of the hair-raising incidents 
that crop up in the course of at least one 
fast lap, where the driver is trying to 
learn the circuit but doesn’t dare use all 
the road since baby Fiats have a habit of 
coming around in the opposite direction 
just at the wrong moment. 

Both Ferrari and Aston-Martin came to 
Sicily a good week in advance so that thei 
drivers could learn the right way ‘round. 
The Hertz rental office in Palermo had a 
run on 1100 Fiats, not suspecting what 
Brooks and Moss were going to do with 
the cars, as well as Hawthorn, Phil Hiil 
and Peter Collins. If they had known what 
they were up to, we’re sure there would 


Have been a 100% surcharge slapped on 
for depreciation 

Ferrari had come to Sicily 
claim to the 


to cinch thei 
1958 Manufacturer’s Cham- 
hey came in force, bringing 
works-;entered 3 liter Testa Rossas 
(very conventional Ferraris with solid back 
axles) as well as several privately-entered 
Testa Rossa 2 liters. Factory drivers were 
Collins-Hill, Hawthorn-von Trips, Musso- 
Gendebien, and Munaron-Seidel. The 
latter team’s car was equipped with experi 
mental “vee” downdraft carburetor, al 
lowing a lower hood line but otherwise 
not giving any real power increase. 

Reg Parnell said that the reason why 
Astons could only bring one race car was 
because they didn’t have sufficient time to 
prepare a full team. News that the Targa 
would count for the ’58 Championship 
wasn’t made official until a month before 
hand. But Reg teamed up his two best 
boys, Stirling Moss and Tony Brooks, on 
the RI 3-liter Aston and hoped for the 
best. The 3.7 “big banger’ was brought 
down to be used as practice car and both 
Stirling and Tony put in many laps in it 
and in a Fiat 1100. The 3 liter Aston was 
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Behra (Porsche) tailed by Davis (Osca). 


not as powerful as the Ferrari, but it had 
a five-speed gear box that gave it a bit 
more speed on the short straights. 

_Porsche flew two Spyders directly from 
Greece, where they had been participating 
in the Championship hill climb. A works 
Carerra was driven over the road non-stop, 
and entered by Von Hanstein in the under 
2 liter Gran Tourismo class. One Spyder 
was of the finned RSK type — low, short 
and with the surface oil cooler at the front. 
The other was a conventional RS. Jean 
Behra and Georgio Scarlatti were teamed 
up on the RSK, while Edgar Barth and the 
same Scarlatti were to share the RS. 

Three works-prepared Oscas came to 
Sicily, with the fastest one slated to be 
the Davis-deTomaso car. Italian champion 
Giulio Cabianca was teamed up with 
Bordoni, but the car did not do as well 
as it might because of the poor pairing 
of pilots. The Davis-deTomaso car retired 
after an oil pipe broke. 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Musso (at wheel and above left) shared 
honors with Gendebien (above right). 


Excitement in Ferrari pits after Hawthorn- 
excursion”. 


von Trips 3 liter went on 
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MARLBORO 
APRIL 20, 1958 


Walt Hansgen took the President’s Cup (contrary to 
rumors, it was not filled with golf balls) in the feature 
event on this twisty little course in Maryland. Hansgen 
in Cunningham’s Lister Jaguar — the very same that 
had gotten “run over” at Sebring, but with-the 3.8 Jag 
engine on board — had a fairly easy race with the only 
challenge coming from Bob Holbert in a Porsche RS. 











Results: 


F Production (MGs only) 

1. Ben Fowkes, MGA 

2. Brad Howes, MGA 

3. Donald Urian, MGA 

H Production 

1. Dick Toland, DB 

2. Howard Hanna, DB 

3. Bill Harding, Berkeley 

F Production (all F cars) 

1. E. Pupulidy, Porsche 

2. M. Cappiello, Porsche 

3. Bill Hughes, Porsche 

G Production 

1. Bob Grossman, Alfa Romeo 
2. Art Tweedale, Alfa Romeo 
3. Tony Briggs, Alfa Romeo 


E 


Production 


. George Ragsdale, AC Bristol 
. Harold Hurtley, Triumph TR3 
. Graham Shaw, AC Bristol 


Modified 


. Frank Baptista, Lotus 
. Charles Dietrich, Elva 
. Floyd Aaskov, Lotus 


Production 
Fred Windridge, Corvette 
Tom Kerr, Corvette 


Production 

John Hayes, Jaguar 
Jerry Robinson, Jaguar 
Dudley Smolen, Jaguar 








D-E-F-G-H-K PRODUCTION 
G & H MODIFIED 


45 MINUTES 


Overall ; 

1. Frank Baptista Hyattsville, Md. Lotus _ 

2. Ross Wees Sheffield, Pa. AC Bristol 
3. Ed Welch Winston-Salem, N.C. AC Bristol 


Average Speed: 70.8 m.p.h. 
Class D Production 
1. Reed Rollo 
2. Bob Hathaway 
3. John Holmes 
Class E. Production 


Washington, D. C. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Elkins Park, Pa. 


3. Anthony Zuckert 
Class F Production 
1. E. M. Pupulidy 
2. Dick Nash 

3. M. G. A. Cappiello Arlington, Va. 
Class G Production 
1. Tony Briggs 

2. Bill Hughes 

3. Robert Grossman Nyack, N. Y. 
Class H Production 
1. Howard Hanna 
Class K Production ’ 
1. William Harding Richmond, Va. 
Class G Modified 

1. Baptista 


Austin-Healey 


Austin-Healey 
Austin-Healey 


H Modified 

1. George Parsons, Bandini-Saab 
2. Herb Gussin, Siata 

3. Evan Bennet, DB 

C Modified 

1. Walt Hansgen, Lister-Jaguar 
2. Ed Crawford, D Jaguar 

3. Duncan Black, Ferrari 

F Modified 

1. Bob Holbert, Porsche RS 

2. Don Sesslar, Porsche RS 

3. David Muir, MGA 


Production 

. Fred Moore, Austin-Healey 

. Dick Thompson, Austin-Healey 
. John Holmes, Austin-Healey 


Modified 

. Gaston Andrey, Ferrari TR 
. Charles Kolb, Ferrari TR 

. Benny Diaz, Masarati 


Modified 
. Charles Sarle, AC Jaguar 
. George Reed, Ferrari 


Newey ONE whey WNHEOA NEY ONE One 


DANVILLE SPRING SPRINTS 
MAY 3-4 

This national at Virginia International Raceway marked the first appear- 
ance since the unfortunate Sebring for both of Briggs Cunningham’s 
Lister-Jaguars running as a team. Ed Crawford set a standing lap record 
in the 30 minute preliminary which he won, and Walt Hansgen set a 
practice run lap record of 80.675 mph—Hansgen won the hour-long main 
event. This meet also marked the first eastern appearance of Lance 
Reventlow’s Scarab. Powered by a modified Chevrolet V8, the Scarab was 
easily the most powerful machine here, placing third behind Hansgen 
and Crawford on the 3.2 mile track. 
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2. Chuck Kurtz 

3. Peg Wyllie 

—_ H Modified 
R. J. Ferguson 

2 Wiley Reid 

3. John Norwood 


Great Neck, N. Y. AC Bristol 
Freeport, N. Y. Porsche 
Washington, D. C. Porsche 
Porsche 
Charlottesville, Va. Alfa Romeo 
Lake Charles, La. Alfa Romeo 
Alfa Romeo 
Broomall, Pa. DB Panhard 
Berkeley 
Clearfield, Pa. Elva 
Allison Park, Pa. Lotus 
Fort Worth, Texas Osca 
Charlotte, N. C. DB Panhard 
New York, N. Y. Bandini 


Average Speed: 70.8 mph 
B-C PRODUCTION 


B-C- 


Overall 
1. Walt Hansgen 
2. Ed Crawford 


3. Lance Reventlow 


E-F MODIFIED 
ONE HOUR 
Westfield, N. J. 


Chicago, Ill. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Lister Jaguar 
Lister Jaguar 
Scarab 


Average Speed: 77.6 m.p.h. 


Class C Production 


1. George Arents 
2. Charlie Wallace 
3. George Reed 
Class B Modified 
1. Reventlow 
Class C Modified 
1. Hansgen 

2. Crawford 

3. Duncan Black 
Class E Modified 
1. Gaston Andrey 
2. Charles Kolb 
Class F Modified 
1. Don Sesslar 

2. Bob Holbert 
3. Roy Schechter 


Ferrari GT 
Jaguar XK 150 
Ferrari GT 


Coconut Grove, Fla. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
Midlothian, III. 


Parkton, Md. Ferrari 


Newton, Mass. Ferrari 
West Wyattsville, Md. Ferrari 


Lancaster, Ohio 
Warrington, Pa. 
Miami, Florida 


Porsche Spyd«r 
Porsche Spydr 
Porsche Spyd:r 


Average Speed: 77.6 mph 
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Races that are SCCA Nationals and count towards championship points are 
indicated by an asterisk. National points are awarded on the following basis: Ist— 
1000 points; 2nd—800 points; 3rd—600 points; 4th—400 points; 5th—200 points. 


FOUN D-LUPp 
= by Sherrie Zuckert 


CUMBERLAND 
MAY 18, 1958 
Once again it was the Lister-Jaguars one and two. This time though there 
was a serious challenge in the form of the Sadler Special which was 
running a very strong third until it ran into a problem that was prevalent 
during all the races of this meet. Sadler was black-flagged midway through 
the race — slowed down thinking something was seriously wrong with his 
car, and came in to be told that he had gone over a white (actually it 






BRIDGEHAMPTON 
JUNE 1, 1958 
Dick Thompson of Washington, D. C. provided one of 
the most thrilling moments of this meet as he wheeled 
his Austin-Healey to a last-lap victory over Harry 
Carter of Lexington, Mass. in a very fast Ace Bristol. 
Carter took the lead early in his race and it looked like 


was completely hidden 


including Crawford and Hansgen, wer 
indiscriminate use of the black flag 


Results: 
G Production 
1. Barry Budlong 
2. Robert Grossman 
3. Arthur Tweedale 
H Production 

1. Richard Toland 
2. Howard Hanna 


by tire marks) 













Rocheste 
W. Nyack, NY-¥. 
Church Falls, Va. 


Devon, Pa. 
Broomall, Pa. 


line. 


Deutsch Bonnet 
Deutsch Bonnet 


No less than five cars — 
zged in in this manner. This 
-d to break up the majority 
aces of the day. In Sadler's 
ne to over-heat making con- 


a “no contest” affair until Thompson working his way 
up from fourth position and challenged Carter in a 
fender to fender dice that lasted eight laps. The main 
event? Hansgen one, Crawford two in the now familiar 
Lister- Jaguars — so what else??? 








Results: 
Grand Turismo 


G Modified 1. George Arents Coconut Grove, Fla. Ferrari 250 

1. Frank Baptista Hyattsville, Md. Lotus MKXI 2. Dean Mears Simsbury, Conn. Mercedes-Benz 300SL 
2. Millard Ripley Ithaca, N. Y. Elva 3. Richard Toland Devon, Pa. Deutsch- Bonnet 
3. Peg Wyllie — Allison Park, Pa. Lotus MKXI F Modified he 

H Modified 1. Bob Holbert Warrington, Pa: . Porsche 550RS 
1. James Eichenlaub Toronto, Canada Bandini 2. Dick Thompson Washington, D. C. Porsche Spyder 
2. Brad Howes Fiat Abarth 3. Vic Meinhardt Merrick, N. Y. Porsche 550RS 
3. John Mull Malverne, Pa. DB Panhard G Modified ‘ 

F Production 1. Floyd Aaskov Milton, Mass Lotus MKXI 

1. E. Pupulidy Freeport, N. Y. Porsche Carrera 2. Ray Saidel Manchester, N. H. Jomar MK-2 

2. M.G. A. Cappiello Arlington, Va. Porsche Carrera 3. Warren Rohlfs New York City Lotus MKXI 

3. Don Wester Flint, Mich. Porsche C Production ; 

Ladies Race 1. George Arents Coconut Grove, Fla. Ferrari 250GT 
1. Denise McCluggage New York City Porsche RS 2. Walt Hansgen Westfield, N. J. XK 150S 

2. Peg Wyllie Allison, Pa. Lotus MKXI 3. Dean Mears Simsbury, Conn. 300SL 


3. Suzy Dietrich 


Sandusky, Ohio 


Porsche RS 


~ 
w 


: Production 


FIII 1. Robert Grossman W. Nyack, N. Y. Alfa 1300V 
’ ; *hiladelphia, Pa. C 2. Bart Levenson Norfolk, Va. Alfa 1300V 

ry okest akenes tices Sh Cannel 3. Allen Markelson New York City Alfa 1300V 

3. Lex DuPont Wilmington, Del. Cooper H Modified 

E Modified 1. Gene Parsons Chapel Hill, N.C. Bandini-SAAB 

j . r —_ ti, Ohi Ferrari TR. 2. J. Eichenback Ellwood City, Pa. Bandini 

My | a ag con oni a - oseaag Sere TR. 3. Brad Howes Phillipsburg, Pa. Fiat-Abarth 

3. Leonard Butscher Ferrari F Production 

F Modified 1. Emil Pupilidy Freeport, N. Y. Porsche Carrera 
ar 1. Don Sesslar Lancaster, Ohio Porsche RS 2. Harry Blanchard Greenwich, Conn. Porsche Carrera 
a 2. Bob Holbert Philadelphia, Pa. Porsche RS 3. Chuck Rickert Indianapolis, Ind. Porsche Carrera 

3. Denise McCluggage New York City Porsche RS D Production 

D Production 1. Dick Thompson Washington, D. C. A-H 100-6 

1. Dick Thompson = Washington, D.C. Austin Healey 100-6 2. John Holmes New York City A-H 100-6 

2. Ralph Durbin Detroit, Mich. Austin Healey 100-6 3. John Colgate Lewes, Del. A-H 100-6 
150 3. Fred Moore Arlington, Va. Austin Healey 100-6 E Production ; 

E Production 1. Harry Carter Lexington, Mass. A-C Bristol 

L fhe gy oan AC Bristol 2. Harold Hurtley Baltimore, Md. TR-3 

2. Semied King Poughkeepsie, N. Y. AC Bristol 3. Evelyn Mull Haverford, Pa. A-C Bristol 

3. George Ragsdale AC Bristol C Modified . 

B Production 1. Walt Hansgen Westfield, N. J. Lister-Jaguar 

: Seeiat. 2 i me € tt 2. Ed Crawford Chicago, Il. Lister-Jaguar 

< te — br re td Ohio Caxaniinn 3. E. D. Martin Columbus, Ga. Ferrari 3.8 

3. Louis Winkler Bethleham, Pa. —_ Corvette D Modified . 

C Peiistion 1. Fred Windridge Arlington, Va. Aston Martin DB3S 

1. George Arents Coconut Grove, Fla. Ferrari GT 2. Joseph Giubardo Flushing, N. Y. A-H Special 

2. George Reed Midlothian, Ill. Ferrari E Modified ; = 
yyder 3. Dean Mears Simsbury, Conn. 300SL 1. Gaston Andrey Newton, Mass. Ferrari TR2.0 
yyde r C Modified 2. Wm. Helburn New York City Ferrari TR2.0 
yyder 1. Walt Hansgen Westfield, N. J. Lister-J aguar 3. L. Butscher Miami, Fla. Ferrari TR2.0 

2. Ed Crawford Chicago, Ill. Lister-Jaguar = 

3. George Constantine Thompson, Conn. D Jaguar Sherrie Zuckert 39 











SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


tion, A.C.’s stake in autosport dates 

back as far as 1905, when a guerilla 
warfare of speed broke out on London’s 
crowded streets between rival operators of 
Auto Carrier delivery vans. Carrying cargo 
that might be anything from beefsteaks to 
brassieres, these nimble freighters would 
maintain hub to hub combat clear from 
Marble Arch to the Monument, sometimes 
cornering on two wheels in their hot haste. 

Subsequently, A.C.s with a wheel at each 
corner (instead of two in front and just 
one at the back, like the Auto Carrier) in- 
v-ded every legitimate form of competi- 
tion. Among other achievements, the little 
Thamesside factory at Ditton, fifteen miles 
upstream from London, built the first car 
under 1500 cc to reach 100 miles an hour, 
to turn a lap of Brooklands at a hundred, 
and to cover one hundred miles in one 
hour. In the hands of drivers like Jack 
Joyce, Kaye Don, Harry Hawker, Thomas 
Gillett, Victor Bruce, Sammy Davis, W. G. 
Brownsort and Raymond Mays, A.C.s won 
countless races, hillclimbs and sprints, and 
broke innumerable records during the 20s. 
In 1926, Bruce’s A.C. was the sole British 
entry in the Monte Carlo Rally and he won 
it outright, setting himself an itinerary 
that beat the next man up by better than 
600 miles. 

It was from this hardy and _ battle- 
tempered stock that today’s Ace and Aceca 
cars were developed. The thread of hered- 
ity, moreover, isn’t as tenuous as it might 
appear from a look at the current body 
shapes (inspired by now-obsolete Ferrari 
thinking) and chassis layout (evolved by 
freelancer John Tojeiro). In the engine 
department there is evidence of continuity 
perhaps without parallel in automobile 
history. Back in 1920, John Weller designed 
for A.C. the first small six-cylinder engine 
ever to be produced in series. It had a light 
alloy block, separate ferrous cylinder liners, 
a detachable head, single overhead cam- 
shaft, and bore/stroke dimensions of 65 by 
100 millimeters 

A.C.’s 1958 powerplant, offered as an al- 
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Y A SLIGHTLY ELASTIC defini- 





ternative to the Bristol six, repeats this 
theme in every respect, including the 
measurements. Changes wrought in thirty- 
eight years add up to little more than mul- 
tiplication of the carbs, improvements to 
breathing, a raise in compression ratio, the 
addition of a fifth crankshaft bearing, and 
the substitution of an automatically-ten- 
sioned chain for a spindle to drive the cam- 
shaft. Weller, of course, gave his name to 
his patent chain tensioner, and it is by this 
device (still used on A.C.s, among many 
other makes) that he is chiefly remem- 
bered today. 

The imagination of John Weller had a 
fifty foot wingspan. His ideas were either 
good or bad, never indifferent. His light 
alloy engine, with quiet and troublefree 
ohc, was, as events have proved, years 
ahead of its time. At the opposite pole you 
could instance a chassis he once designed 
that didn’t merely have suspension ap- 
pended, the damn thing was suspension: 
each side member consisted of a wheel- 
base-long leaf spring. As predicted by 
everybody except John, the resulting pro- 
totype covered ground in a series of enor- 
mous bounds. 

This long-felt unwant was one of the 
few Weller brainchildren that Mr. Ten- 
sion consented to ditch before it reached 
the production stage. Behind his back it 


This well streamlined A.C., driven by 
Joyce, was first light car to cover 100 mi 
in I hr. 





used to be said you needed to 





br stnaey Owe 
pass an Act 
of Parliament to lever him and his idées 
fixes apart. A case in point was the trans- 
mission system he evolved for A.C., with 
the gearbox located on the tail of the 
torque tube and the worm shaft terminat- 
ing in a species of disc brake. If you 
couldn’t recognise an A.C. any other way, 
you could always tell it by this exposed 
disc rotating in the position corresponding 
to the rump of the differential case. The 
works racing drivers hated the disc device, 
and once mustered the courage to tell Wel- 
ler the only thing it was any good for was 
making toast. Hurt, he took them up on 
that. After being subjected to a series of 
sharp brakings, a car was jacked up at the 
back and the detractors, equipped with 
toasting forks and slices of bread, were al- 
lowed to try and prove their point. The 
resulting toast, it has to be admitted, was 
pretty limp, though this, as the drivers 
afterwards grumbled into their beer tank- 
ards, still didn’t prove the thing was any 
use as a brake. It was worked off the hand 
lever, incidentally. 

The back axle gearbox, introduced be- 
fore the first World War and retained until 
1932, was the most controversial of A.C.s 


several unusual features. To the majority 
of actual owners, a devoted band who re 
garded Ditton as the hub of motordom, 







































this box was a symbol of engineering ex- 
cellence. Even when it failed expensively 
they were prepared to make excuses for it 
and come back for more. Among non-own- 
ers, on the other hand, the divorcee box 
generated more mistrust than any other 
piece of the design: those of them who had 
heard of unsprung weight contended it 
couldn’t be right to have all that stuff 
drubbing up and down with the wheels, 
and the rest contented themselves with the 
plausible argument that if it was right, 
why didn’t a few other makes copy it? 

While A.C.’s unique transmission cer- 
tainly had its frailties, it’s doubtful 
whether these were directly attributable to 
the gearbox choreography; in fact, due to 
the light alloy construction of the gearbox 
and final drive casing, it was claimed that 
total unsprung weight at the back was 
actually lower than average. The early 
types of differential, however, were of poor 
design, and the combination of a fierce 
clutch and weak axle shafts inevitably lead 
to breakages of the latter. Some of those 
old A.C. clutches, too, had a very heavy 
spinning member, and during shifts it was 
understandable that their hey-wait-for-me 
pleas sometimes fell on deaf ears. 

Genesis of the make is traceable to a 
chance meeting, soon after the turn of the 
century, between John Weller and a Lon- 
don butcher called Portwine. Weller at 
this time was busy developing a four-wheel 


Photos: The Motor, London 


passenger car that he hoped to market 
under his own name, and John Portwine, 
whose butcher shops were making money 
faster than he could spend it, decided to 
back his new friend’s venture. Due to pro 
duction difficulties the original project 
never got off the ground, but the partner- 
ship survived to create and launch the 
wieldy Auto Carrier van in the year 1905 
Designed by Weller, the Auto Carrie 
featured a single cylinder aircooled engine 
at the rear, under the driver’s seat; two- 
speed epicyclic transmission; and tiller 
steering. Stock in trade occupied a big 
square box between the front wheels. Re- 


tardation, according to the catalog, was by 





“two powerful brakes, especially powerful 
in a backward direction”. But as no reverse 


gear was fitted, Weller must presumably 


have been thinking of such emergencies as 


stern-first runaways on steep hills. 


H. F. S. Morgan is commonly regarded as 
the father of the passenger tricar, but as 
early as 1907, when Morgan was still riding 
horseback, the Weller-Portwine partner- 
ship was in business with a roadster deriv- 
ative of the Auto Carrier. Just for once, on 
the question of seating plan, Weller 
seemed nervous of committing himself, 
and the three machines forming A.C.’s 
trials team for 1910 all had different lay- 
outs. Number one located the driver at the 
back, vanboy fashion, and had a single pas- 
senger seat between the front wheels. 
Number two placed the driver and his one 
buddy abreast, up front. Number three sat 
the driver over the engine — as in example 
one — but gave him two necks to breathe 
down. A military variant of the same ve- 
hicle, in the same year, repeated numbe1 
three recipe but reversed the two crewmen 
so they went into battle backwards. 

Final version of A.C.’s tricar was the 
Sociable, a two-seater with, as the name 
implies, cheek by jowl seating. Abandon- 
ment of all permutations on the tandem 
theme simplified the weather protection 
problem, which was thereafter solved by 
the use of a voluminous canvas top resem- 


Victor Bruce shook the conti-. 
nent in 1926, winning Monte 
Carlo Rallye. 


The A.C. pioneers: John Weil- 
ler & John Portwine; brains 
& finance. 


Skeleton of 1.5 liter A.C. racer with 
Joyce at wheel. Weller-designed sohc 
engine. 


bling a poke bonnet. 

The first generation of A.C. four- 
wheelers, spanning the decade between 
i910 and 1920, had bought-out engines, 
mostly flat-head fours of either MAG., 
Fivet or Anzani makes, respectively Swiss, 
French and British. But by the close of 
1920, Ditton’s resident freethinker, John 
Weller, was again exercising his conside1 
able gifts on the design of powerplants 
To the longest lived of these, the ohc six, 
we paid our respects a few columns back. 
Another one, destined for a pacemaker’s 
role in light car racing and record break- 
ing, made its debut in ’21. This formidable 
piece of clockwork was a 11% litre four 


measuring 69 by 100 millimeters. Similar 
in general layout to the six (it had, for 
instance, an aluminum block and chain- 
driven overhead camshaft), the four was 
noncomformist in using four valves pe 
cylinder and dual ignition. On early sam- 
ples the detachable head was cast in 
bronze, but warping of this thermally de- 
sirable material led later to the substi- 
tution of cast iron. A forged crankshaft 
ran in two plain bearings and H-section 
conrods were topped off by aluminum pis- 
tons. With two Claudel carbs and a com- 
pression of 6.2 to 1, this engine developed 
around 55 bhp initially, rising to 70 on a 
7.15 to 1 ratio by 1924. The following year 
a special version with a Roots blower and 
three valves per cylinder blurted out a 
reluctant and transitory hundred _horse- 
power. 

Among the many sensational perform- 
ances put up by the 16-valver was when 
Harry Hawker, well-known British avia- 
tor, covered the flying half mile at 105.14 
mph in June of ’21, this being the first 
time a light car had holed the century 
curtain. The Hawker car, with its nether 
parts totally enclosed in a bulbous belly- 
pan, a long tail and high cockpit sides, 
was described by the Motor as “probably 
the most completely streamlined car yet 
produced.” During experiments in aero- 
dynamics prior to the record, areas of the 





Brooklands concrete had been carpeted 
with sheets of newspaper; if the papers 
flurried up into the slipstream as the A.C 
trampled them at speed, something was 
wrong somewhere; and if not, of course, 


not. 

Hawker’s 100-per exploit beat the exist- 
ing light car record (1500 cc was the offi 
cial light car limit) by the prodigious 
margin of 15 an hour. Hawker was killed 
shortly afterwards, but Kaye Don stepped 
into the dead fiver’s shoes and, before 
1921 was out, succeeded in hitting one 
hundred plus some odd decimals ove) the 
internationally valid distance of a kilom 
eter. Less than a year later again, A.C.’s 
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A.C.s were prominent in 
English mudplugging 
trials throughout interwar 
years. The date of this 
picture was in 1931. 


own pro race driver, Jack Joyce, planted 
a new speed milestone by averaging 101.39 
mph for the full hour. At this juncture, 
late in 1922, A.C. held more than twice as 
many light car records as all other makes 
combined. 

Persons from oddly incongruous walks 
of life set the course of A.C: history. In 
the beginning there was John Portwine, 
butcher. Then in 1921, Selwyn Francis 
Edge abandoned pig breeding to join the 
Ditton directorate, subsequently enlisting 
a fellow called Thomas Gillett, cafe pro- 
prietor. Australian-born Edge, however, 
was no newcomer to the automobile world, 
which he had temporarily quit to raise 
hogs after a long spell in the limelight 
as Britain’s leading prophet of the six cyl- 
inder engine. During his earlier associaton 
with the Napier firm, which pioneered 
the big displacement six in the U.K., he 
had been the first and only Briton to win 
the Gordon Bennett Cup race (Paris- 
Innsbruck, 1902); also, incidentally, he’d 
inaugurated Brooklands as a_ records 
theater in the track’s birthyear, 1907, by 
lone-handedly averaging 65.9 mph _ for 
twenty-four consecutive hours. 

Wedded, in his Napier days, to the creed 
that six cylinders and a lot of litres pro- 
vided the only supportable form of motor- 
ing, Edge came around on joining A.C. to 
the modified view that while six cylinders 
remained superior to all other multiples, 
a lot of litres were a burden and a bore. 
Having convinced himself of this, he set 
himself, with all the vigor of his dynamic 
nature, to drive the A.C. gospel through 
the heads of the body politic. Although, 
as it developed, his direct association with 
the two A.C. pioneers was of only a year’s 
duration—Portwine and Weller pulled out 
in ’22—Edge thereafter proved himself an 
even more impassioned apostle of Weller’s 
ideas than Weller had been. No engineer 
himself, except insofar as he had picked 
up a smattering of the subject as he went 
along, S. F. Edge brought evangelical zeal 
to the job of publicising his company’s 
products. 
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Courtesy: The Autocar, London 


Typical of his gimmicry was a hillclimb- 
ing demonstration carried out under offi- 
cal RAC observation in 1923. Venue for 
this was the only community in England— 
Clovelly village, in Devon—with a main 
street so steep it had to be built in steps 
instead of just sloping. Three hundred 
yards long, Clovelly’s open-air staircase 
has 72 steps, each four inches high, the 
gradient being 25 percent. Normally, of 
course, it wasn’t and isn’t accessible to 
wheeled traffic. A.C. moved in with an ele- 
ment of six stock vehicles, guaranteed to 
be pulling standard gears, and obediently 
they graunchad and jaunced their way to 
the summit with perfect ease, carrying full 
crews. Edge, rest his soul, having departed 
this life eighteen years ago, we find courage 
to say the conquest of Clovelly didn’t 
prove a thing, but you wouldn’t have 
thopght so to read what the papers and 
newsreels said at the time. 

Reacting heatedly to the aspersions often 
cast upon transmission d la Weller, Edge 
set his employes a series of exercises to 
prove publicly that this system was not 
merely as reliable as the rest but more so. 
Always under RAC surveillence, top-gear- 
only expeditions from London to Edin- 
burgh and back (800 miles), London to 
Portsmouth and back (140 miles) , London 
to Norwich and back (220 miles), and 
other selected objectives, were mounted. 
And in case anyone doubted whether the 
A.C. lacked engine flexibility or a durable 
clutch, a stock model was once trundled 
around London for twelve hours without 
ever getting out of high, repeatedly tra- 
versing sections notorious for traffic den- 
sity. This, forsooth, did prove something. 

Less convincing, when the special cir- 
cumstances were taken account of, was the 
feat of a 11% litre A.C. in covering 116 
miles of average English highway on one 
Imperial gallon of gasolene, equal to 1.2 
U.S. gallons. What made nonsense of the 
whole thing was the fact that, first, the 
car used was an almost bareback racer, 
suitably adapted thirstwise, scaling just 
1000 pounds dry, and second, it was pull- 
ing a 2.47 to 1 top gear, and finally, the 


(Continued on page 50) 
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AUGUST ’58 
ITH THE INTRODUCTION of 
their latest product, BMC has 
changed the spelling of the word 
“fun.” It’s now a six letter word: Sprite. 
This newest concept from the fertile minds 
of Donald Healey and son Geoff even looks 
happy. 

On first look you feel as if you would 
like to pat it on the head — if it had one 
to pat. Virtually everyone who has driven 
it has much the same reactions. First the 
feeling described above, then a sort of 
“cute car but will it gor” feeling. One 
block of driving and nobody cares how 
fast it is. The pure enjoyment of handling 
this willing little box is such that true 
performance doesn’t matter very much — 
you’re having too much of a ball to dither 
about trifles. It pounces around in traffic 
like a playful kitten, goes when it’s told 
and stops when bidden. Its steering is the 
sort of thing automobile writers dream 
about and seldom experience, even on 
pure-bred racing machinery. Light withal, 
it gives a definite feeling of utter reliability, 
and only three days after the A-H Sprite 
was introduced, a car appeared in Class 
H Production at Put-In Bay, Ohio. 

Sprites are ideal first sports cars fo1 
either the beginner in The True Motoring 
whose tastes formerly leaned toward the 
titanic, or the novice to sports racing who 
wants to feel his way around the race 
course. Its 948 cc displacement places it 
well up in the 750 cc to one liter class; 
and more important, though it’s not a 
true race car, most of the others in its 
class are even less so. 

We must admit we felt far from cocky 
as we gunned our Sprite from the pit 


Lime Rock onto the course for 
its performance testing, easing it into the 
slot between a Mercedes 190 SL and a very 
hot Alfa Veloce. Under no condition could 
we compare it with the latter, but all 
things considered, we were able to at least 
play a bit with the 190 in the turns. 

Pulling through the hairpin, through 
the esses and into the serpentine we were 
aware of the lightness and quickness of 
the steering. At low speed the Sprite has 
the feel that the tail might hop out, but 
somewhere between 50 and 60 mph the 
feel turns to one of dead neutrality. At no 
time is there a feel of plowing, if the 
machine is handled correctly. The tail 
is reluctant to flick out, and the best 
technique is to punch the brake as the 
wheel is cut into the turn. This throws 
the rear wheels into a slip attitude which, 
if moderate, can be held at high speed 
(for the Sprite) if the driver adheres to 
his “line” smoothly. If he tries for too 
much. drift, he will just slow down, as it 
is impossible to sustain big slip angles on 
turns. The engine just isn’t strong enough. 
(Incidentally, this is also true of most 
“road” cars). Despite this, the Sprite is 
extremely easy to take around the course, 
and properly handled can make its pres- 
ence known to bigger cars on the tighter 
turns. 


area at 


The powerplant is the sturdy BMC 
\-type engine equipped with dual S.U.’s 
and heavier valve springs. Output is 48 
horses at 5000 and 52 lb/ft of twist at 
3300 rpm. The torque comes in at the 
mid point of the rev range (600-6000) , and 
coupled with the 3.63 first gear and 2.37 
second cog, the Sprite jumps off briskly 


until it is popped into 3rd. In 1.41 torque 
multiplication niche the acceleration curve 
starts to flatten, reaching what seems the 
almost horizontal at about 4500 ticks on 
the tach. The engine pulls the last 1500 
to indicated 60 mph much more slowly, 
requiring approximately the last half of 
the standing quarter for the last 1500 
revs in third. Going into 4th at 60, acgelera- 
tion is steady if not flashing. Since 4000 
revs is 60 mph in top, the Sprite is capable 
of 90 mph indicated without over-revving, 
and there is every indication that over a 
prolonged stretch of still-air, level-ground 
road (all right, maybe assisted by a down 
grade or two) the Sprite will reach its red 
line in fourth. We were somewhat reluctant 
to try, because the day’s testing at Lime 
Rock, with every staff member driving 
BMC’s new baby, the car had run the 
equivalent of ten 10-lap races without in- 
spection. An insurance policy will do just 
so much for courage and morale! 

One interesting feature is the rear sus- 
pension. The expected live rear axle is 
suspended by a pair of quarter elliptic 
leaf springs, similar to those used on the 
3.4 Jaguar. The axle is located by a pair 
of sturdy radius brackets that run parallel 
to the wheel-base line, and is equipped 
with a strap that over a spring busting 
bump will transfer some of the impact 
overload on the shocks to the base of the 
spine. Shocks on both ends, incidentally, 
are non-tubular and smack very strongly 
of our own GM practice in the 40’s. They 
are probably oversize, for they do a really 
good job. Despite the short wheel base the 
Sprite rides extremely well over choppy 
roads, and aside from a tendency to scrape 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 
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Cavernous trunk is accessible when twin 
bucket seats are tilted forward, accomo- 
dates a lot of luggage plus spare wheel. 


the license plate on either end (shades of 
the 100-6!), handles the dipsy doodles 
very well. 

Front end is conventional A-35 ifs with 
the single shock arm incorporated into the 
suspension as an upper arm. Coil springs 
are based on the bottom A-frame, and 
Morris Minor rack and pinion steering 
linkage is fully shielded by rubber covers. 

In appearance, the Sprite is basically 
Healey, seasoned strongly with M.G.A. 
(and according to a few Porsche-pushing 
critics, Crosley Hotshot, too). But it does 
have a personality all its own. Aside from 
those silly headlights that should be faired 
into somewhere, the front is Ferrari in 
concept, with the slightly protruding-from- 
the-recessed snout very much like the front 
of the 250 TR. From the side, we admit 
the Porsche pushers had us very much on 
the defensive; however, from the rear the 
little one at speed could very well be 
mistaken for an Ace or a Siata, depending 
on what one expected to see. 


Live rear axle is suspended from quar- 
ter elliptic leaf springs, is located by 
radius bracket. Hole is for brakes. 









Hood, fenders are unit, hinge from 
cowl to expose inner fenders that pro- 


tect pepped-up BMC A-type engine. 


I'win bucket seats face a leather-covered 
fully-instrumented panel. The small in- 
struments are identical to those in the 
100-6; however, the speedo and the tach 
are indigenous to the new breed. The 
former group functions perfectly, but both 
the speedo and the tach have a tendency 
to be very vague. For example, when 
accelerating the tach needle seems to stick 
at the 5000 rev mark, suddenly taking a 
dive into and over the shaded area; one 
expects loud noises until he realizes that 
these two dials are of the “about” variety. 
The tach is an optional extra that costs 
$17.50. 

For a small car, the luggage area is de- 
ceivingly spacious. Prior to testing the 
Sprite, the writer thoroughly accustomed 
himself to the habits of the 100-6 by week- 
ending at the Bridgehampton Road Races. 
All luggage was crammed into one fibre- 
glass suitcase of proportions that the trunk 
capacity successfully defied. Since this par- 
ticular 100-6 had an “occasional” seat, the 


Front ifs bases coil on bottom A-frame, 
single arm from chassis-mounted shock 
acts as top member. Steering is Morris. 


probably be shortened by do-it-yourse lf. 





Spacious cockpit is leather covered and 
full instrumented. Shift lever is long, 


Case Was just plain ungainly. The suitcase 
was truly tolerated. 

In the Sprite, there is no trunk lid. 
Cavernous trunk is accessible through a 
comparatively small opening which is ex- 
posed by tilting both seats forward. The 
suitcase under discussion, plus others, fit 
with no difficulty. But our prayers pro- 
tecting us against flats were answered, as 
it is necessary to crawl into the cramped 
rearward recesses to remove the spare. 
After the first such mishap, BMC would 
have no trouble marketing, as an optional 
extra, a trained monkey to load and unload 
the spare and the tools. 

But one feature that will sell a lot of 
Sprites is its complete happiness in close 
traffic. Under these conditions, like its 
big brother, the water temperature creeps 
to 190° plus on a hot day, but the cockpit 
stays cool. The hydraulically actuated 
clutch is easy to engage without a lot of 
slippage and the engine picks up the load 
at low revs. It is possible to run in top 


Very distinctive rear styling. We had 
looks from people on the road who 
wondered what kind of car we were in. 





AUSTIN-HEALEY SPRITE 


PERFORMANCE 
TOP SPEED: 
NEN, ty Sis w-s bias wah eames 80-85 mph 
ACCELERATION: 
From zero to seconds 
ES o:0.0:ks sate R ble Visine aie 6.0 
OE Ee eee 10.5 
SRS Lise: nwic sam Sepa w 6% 6.008 15.9 
DE tc Ge cae bavnsceea 25.2 
Standing % mile............. 22.8 


Speed at end of quarter 


SPEED RANGES IN GEARS: (1000-5200 rpm) 


Se ree rer ree Tre eee 0-21 mph 

gk bccn ces ein aia wc 7-34 

. SS ERIN artes eet 11-55 

NR eS eT ee * 15-top 
SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION: 

Indicated Timed 

DP whtnad pans visors eee «eee 29 

Dd a Re Bale De on sine isp einen 39 

Ms scwcd heheh ss Rats ade on ss 49 

rei oR dee kaa eee 05 58 
FUEL CONSUMPTION: 

26 mpg 

SPECIFICATIONS 


POWER UNIT: 


BMC A Series 
Valve Operation............. 


Water-cooled in-line four 
pushrod ohv, in-line 


NS SPP 2.47 x 3.00 in (62.9 x 76.2 
Stroke/Bore Ratio............ 1.21/1 — 
Displacement.................57.8 eu in (948 ec) 
Compression Ratio........... 8.3/1 


Carburetion by 
Max. Power 48 bhp @ 5000 rpm 
Max. Torque.................52 Ibs-ft @ 3300 rpm 
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Two S.U. H-1 semi-down-draft 








A real sweetheart on the 
turns. It’s easy to get the 
tail out, and if you don’t 
demand big slip angles 
you can keep it there 


DRIVE TRAIN: 


Transmission ratios 


seen eh aaieaasaeaedos 2.37 
SS a ees eee ee 1.41 
Rr as nn ens4 Pen wee 1.00 
Final drive ratio............. 4.22 


Axle torque taken by radius arms 


CHASSIS: 
WING rere So bw cca sib aoc ogee Pressed steel monocoque body- 
frame 
ei a a aos he oui 78 in 


Tread, front and rear 
Front Suspension 
Rear Suspension 


45%4, 44% in 

Coil springs and wishbones 

Rigid rear axle, quarter-elliptic 
Springs and radius arms 

Shock absorbers Lever action hydraulic 

Steering type Rack and pinion 

Steering wheel turns L to L...2%4 

Turning diam., curb to curb 


32 ft 
Lockheed 2LS front, 1LS rear 


SE Bey 6 a. Gly a o's 5 <a a 
Brake lining area ........... 67.5 sq in 
cf Perr 
GENERAL: 

ERT gies ge ae Pee Bh 137 in 
es Oba ut wa dnes 84% wae 53 in 
Height, top up and down...... 44, 50 in 
Weight, as tested............. 1740 lbs 
Weight distribution, 

ee 2 eee ree 49/51 


Fuel Capacity 


RATING FACTORS: 


Specific Power Output 0.83 bhp/cu in 
Power to Weight Ratio....... 36.3 Ibs/hp 
Piston speed @ 60 mph 1935 ft/min 
eee 78 sq in/ton 
Speed @ 1000 rpm in top 


7.2 U. S. Gallons 


mm) 


15.5 mph 


ROR GR TRE I IE. oie odds Sw Chaka ds oncences 


U. S. Importer: Hambro Automotive Corp. 
27 West 57th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 


Only three days after introduction, a Sprite raced at Put-In-Bay. 





ear at speeds between 15 and 20 mph 
nd accelerate smoothly to top. The shift- 
ig lever is beautifully placed, but is long N =a," / 
nough to smash knuckles attached to 

nergetic arms into dash panel simul- 
ineously with third gear. It’s not difficult 


a @g @ e 
» envision this lever shortened, a la MGA, 

hen the gear box becomes more tractable 

hrough break in. 


Che top is a lot easier to erect than that 
f the 100-6. Instead of the myriad of snaps 
t the rear, two slide fasteners (MGA) half the price 
ngage the bottom half and the front drops 
nto place. The bow is still mounted and of jcomparable analyzers 
ivoted down. The windshield is remov- 
ble, and one staff member noticed im- 
iediately the availability of screws to peg 
n racing shields. The side curtain brackets 
lide easily into non-removable locking 
crews, but they are not of the best pos- 
ible design. More attention was given to 
cost and useability than styling and con- 
enience. It is necessary to reach inside 
hrough the curtain to open the doors. 
There is no glove box, but there is a 
spacious pocket in each door. 

BMC has introduced a new concept of 
Sports Car for Americans. The Sprite is 
not a “big” car, like the 100-6; nor is it a 
pocket-size” car. It’s fully useable for 
two people, spacious, comfortable (heate1 
s available) and extremely roadable. The 
price, at $1795 P.O.E., N. Y., will go a long 
way toward sugar coating any short com- 
ings in styling or otherwise. In our opinion, 
it’s an awful lot of car for the money; and 
BMC will sell a lot of Sprites. All you have 
to do is try one and you’re sold. 

Len Griffing 


MODEL IA-1 


$5995 ~ 


SHPG. W 20 LBS 





Though not exactly designed for the 
/-mile straight at Put-In-Bay, is was well 
up in class and very much a race car. 





* easy to build * locates ignition trouble 
* shows adjustments necessary for peak 
performance 

Here is a professional type ignit analyzer r kK 

make your engir ser } adiustment rk acier Y 

ob—and do it faster tht N Ser t Juick t 

to show complete wave cycl ynit yst and t al t 

coil, distributor, condenser, points, timing, etc. Comparat 

for more than twice the price. No electronic experience required for 







ful construction. Kit includes all parts, step-by-step instru 


pictorial diagrams. Send for details—or order 


iether HEATH COMPANY * BENTON HARBOR 26, MICH. 


Cc 
[ a subsidiary of Daystrom 
. 
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Name your own 


7 WONDERS 
OF THE WORLD 


and visit them all 
FREE via TWA 


TRANS WORLD AIRLINES 
U.5.4.* EUROPE-> AFRICA: ASIA 


Just list any 7 places, people, 
or events in the world that you 
would most like to visit and 
photograph, and you can win 
this fabulous contest! 


TWA-TRANs WorLD AIRLINES 
will fly you to the 7 world won- 
ders of your choice in luxu- 
rious comfort aboard a JeEt- 
STREAM® airliner! 


AMERICAN EXPRESS will 
make all arrangements for first 
class accommodations through 
its worldwide Travel Service! 
Your expenses will be covered 


by safe, convenient, American 
Express Travelers = 

. Ree ie , ) AMERICAN 
Cheques, spendable EXPRESS 


Wavelers 
Cheques 


everywhere! 


PoPpuLAR PHOTOGRAPHY maga- 


zine reveals how you can get 
aboard this exotic magic car- 
pet .. . with full details of the 
most unique contest ever—in 
the current issue. 


Read complete details in 


POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY 


...On sale now 


. 
JETSTREAM IS A SERVICE MARK OWNED EXCLUSIVELY BY TWA 
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60 mph corner you can set the wheel at 
the desired angle and let the car simply 
track around the curve . . . well, almost. 
It requires some force but so little you 
hardly notice it at all. Tracking on 
the straight is dead-true due to the pair 
of spring-loaded plungers that eliminate 
any trace of backlash in the steering. When 
cornered near its limit the 403’s rear 
wheels begin to slide outward very grad- 
ually and there is considerable body lean 
although, with Michelin X tires, tire squeal 
is virtually nil. 

Because of this lean and the softness 
of this car’s ride we suspect that softer- 
than-normal springs and shocks are being 
fitted to Peugeots for export to the US., 
however this is not the case. 

The ride is very comfortable and while 
severe pot holes can be felt, all harshness 
is absorbed by the suspension. This con- 
sists of wishbones and a transverse leaf 
spring at the front, with coil springs, 
Panhard rod and a rigid axle behind. The 
driveshaft is within a torque tube as on a 
Buick; it is braced by diagonal struts. 
Double-acting piston and lever shock ab- 
sorbers are used all around. 

The 403’s brakes we fqund to be perfect 
for balance, smoothness and lightness of 
required pedal pressure. Their potency is 
definitely good but they also definitely 
are subject to fade although not to a 
notable extent. 

With a wheelbase of 105 ins. the 405 is 
not a light or small car; it belongs to 
the “compact” category of Detroit coin- 
age. Its interior is roomy in all directions 
and its trunk is large by import standards. 
The two independently adjustable front 
seats are ideally suited to accommodating 
two but three may ride there in good com- 
fort, and in solid comfort in the roomy 
rear. 

The export 403 is loaded with quality 
touches. The rear seat-back incorporates 
a folding central armrest with built-in ash 
tray. The front seat-backs may be folded 
back to form a bed. This may be done to 
the seat on the passenger’s side only, which 
makes it a desirable feature for long- 
distance touring and for rallying. Heater 
and windshield washer are standard. The 
well-appointed instrument panel, which 
includes a clock, is padded above and 
below. Upholstery is in two-tone vinyl 
keyed to the body’s color scheme. Heavy 
rubber mats cover the front floor and a 
good mohair carpet covers the rear. The 
attractive and carefully-executed interior 
finish needs only a vinyl headliner to make 
the Detroit-conditioned motorist feel com- 
pletely at home. Female members of the 
staff whose eternal complains runs, “I 


can’t see out—where’s a pillow?” wer 
delighted with the 403. For the womei 
who drove it as well as for the men, it 
seating position, vision and convenienc: 
of controls all were above criticism. On: 
exception: the ignition lock is mounte: 
on the steering column below the instru 
ment panel, making it awkward to fin 
with the key, particularly in the dark. Anc 
it’s worth noting that the ignition key anc 
door key can be distinguished only by 
number or by trial-and-error, not by the 
shape of the key-head. 

Externally, also, the 403 is a good-sizec 
car of high-grade finish. All 403’s for ex 
port to the U. S. come equipped with a 
sun roof—a big sliding panel over the 
front half of the passenger space whic 
provides advantages of the convertible 
without the drawbacks. Also built into the 
top, almost invisibly, are four threaded 
fittings by means of which an optionally 
available luggage rack can be mounted 
It’s a much neater method than the ordi 
nary rubber suction cup technique. 

In making its debut on the U. S. market 
Peugeot starts out with some big breaks 
in its favor. It is being handled by the 
vast Renault organization which, in this 
country, now boasts about 450 dealers in 
addition to a roster of 14 strategically 
located distributors. Thus, sales outlets 
are ready-made for the 8000 Peugeots 
being shipped to the U. S. in 1958. Simul- 
taneously with these shipments, millions 
of dollars in replacement parts are being 
placed with the distributors, while each 
dealer must stock no less than $1500 worth 
of spares. The object here, of course, is to 
provide the best possible customer service 
which is essential to launching a new prod- 
uct in a big-time way. 

Another part of the policy of cultivating 
consumer good will is Peugeot’s pricing 
program. There are to be absolutely no 
extras beyond the inevitable ones of tax 
and license fees. Heater, sun roof, reclining 
seats—the works—all are included unde! 
the policy of “one car, one price.” In the 
New York area, for example, the one 
and final price for the Peugeot 403 has 
been set at $2175, P.O.E. 

Griff Borgeson 


NOTE: Because this is a make just being 

introduced, the U. S. distributors for the 

marque are: 

AUTO IMPORT LTD., Hempstead, 
Long Island. 

EMPIRE AIRCRAFT SALES CORP., 
Spring Valley, N. Y. 

FOREIGN MOTOR SALES, Harrisburg, 
Penna. 

EASTERN AUTO DISTRIBUTORS, 
Norfolk, Va. 

NORTH WEST INC., Seattle, Wash. 

STERLING MOTORS INC., Dallas, Te>. 

JARRARD MOTORS, Pensacola, Fla. 

IMPORTED MOTORS OF FLORIDA, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

JOHN GREEN CORP., Los Angeles, Cali . 

UNIVERSAL MOTOR CO., LTD., 
Honolulu, T. H. : 

MOTOR IMPORTS CORP., Denver, 
Colorado 

SHIDLER MOTOR CO., Wichita, Kansas 

RENAULT, INC., New York 

RENAULT, INC., Boston 














FOREIGN CAR PARTS 
LARGEST STOCK IN U.S.A. 


BRITISH CAR PARTS 


HEPOLITE —Piston & Rings 
WELLWORTHY —Pistons & Rings 
JAMES—Vaives & Guides 

TERRY —Vaive Springs 

PAYEN —Gaskets & Oi! Seals 
BORG & BECK —Ciutches 
LOCKHEED & GIRLING —Brake Parts 
FERODO —Brake Linings, Fan Belts 
LUCAS —ignition, Lamps, etc. 
GLACIER —Engine Bearings 
VANDERVELL —Engine Bearings 


RANSOME & MARLES —Bal! & Roller 
Bearings 
WHITELEY —water Pumps, Tie Rods. 
: Universals 


And other top lines 


Dealers may apply for catalog. 


GERMAN CAR PARTS 


KOLBENSCHMIDT —Pistons 
ATE —Lockheed Brake Parts 
ATE,—Vaives, Ring Sets 
F & S —Clutches 
REINZ —Gaskets 
GREER —Oii Seais 
SWF —Windshield Wipers & Motors 
FRESE —BSumpers & Mirrors 
GLYCO —Engine Bearings 
BOSCH —Spark Piugs & ignition 
ENERGIT —Grake and Clutch Linings. 
VARTA —Batteries 

And other top lines 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


DISTRIBUTING 


72 East 131 Street, New York 37,.N.Y 


immediate Delivery 


FRENCH CAR PARTS 

MONOPOLE-POISSY —Pistons, Rings, 
4 Valves 

CURTY & Cie. —Gaskets, Oi! Seats 


TOUS LES COUSSINETS —Engine 
Bearings 


SOCIETE FERODO—Brake Linings, 
Clutches, Feriec 


DES FREINS LOCKHEED —Brake Parts 

SOCIETE S.E.V. —ignition, Fuel Pumps, 
Wipers 

MARCHAL —Lamps, Light Units 

PARIS—RHONE —Generators, Starters, 
Regulators 

S.N.R.—Bali and Roller Bearings 


And other top lines 


Catalog for dealers only. 
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CLASS “G” RACING CAR! 
WILL BE SEEN IN SCCA 
NATIONAL COMPETITION EVENTS 


“COURIER” 
NEW PRODUCTION ROAD CAR! 
JUST ARRIVED IN THIS COUNTRY! 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED, CONTACT 


U.S. IMPORTER 


¢ 


CLASS “G” 
RACING CAR! 


“COURIER” 


DISTRIBUTORS: 


VOGUE MOTORS 
1322 So. Wabash Street 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


ELVA 
ENTERPRISES 
Box 804 
Sandusky, 

Ohio 
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(Continued from page 43) 


modus operandi was to proceed in a suc- 
cession of seesaws up to and back from 
25 mph, the latter with a dead engine 
always. 

To analytical minds, this sort of mumbo 
was sometimes in danger of obscuring the 
fact that A.C.s were very good cars for 
their day and age, if proper allowance was 
made for a few minor idiosyncracies. The 
balance, though, was healthily restored by 
their exploits in legitimate spheres of com- 
petition. One such notable success was 
scored in 1925 by Thomas Gillett, the erst- 
while restrauteur and now Edge’s factory 
manager, who lapped Montlhéry auto- 
drome continuously for 24 hours at 81.3 
mph average on a 2 litre A.C. six. This 
constituted a world record, not merely an 
international class capture, and drew fan- 
fares of publicity as being the first time a 
loner had gone further in a day and a 
night than Edge with the Napier that 
baptised Brooklands seventeen years ear- 
lier. Two years afterwards, again at 
Montlhéry, Victor and Mildred Bruce put 
15,000 miles on the meter of a 2 litre A.C. 
six in 220 hours. Inspite of perforcedly tak- 
ing fourteen hours out to rectify the effects 
of a skid that capsized the car on the snow 
carpeted track, pinning the Hon. Victor to 
La Belle France like a moth on a showcard, 
this again ranked as a record. 

By virtue of her gender, her practically 
inorganic stamina, and the snob value of 
her husband’s connection with the peerage, 


Mrs. Bruce was ideal grist for S. F. Edge’s 
propaganda mill. After Victor Bruce’s out- 
right Monte Carlo win in ’26, Mildred 
brought Le Rallye’s coveted Coupe des 
Dames home to Ditton the following year, 
placing sixth out of 66 runners on general 
classification. A month or two later she 
played hopscotch with frontiers on a 6000- 
mile observed tour in Southern Europe 
and North Africa, winding up with a 
thousand miles at a 50 mph average at 
Montlhéry. Replacements en route, as the 
RAC’s report pitilessly recorded, included 
one complete gearbox and back axle as- 
sembly, a disclosure that must have hit 
Edge where it hurt. 

The Brooklands 200, Britain’s leading 
track classic before the 500 was inaugu- 
rated in 1929, was never won by A.C., but 
Jack Joyce’s 16-valver placed third in 1923 
in spite of heavy tire troubles, turning the 
fastest lap by any car that lasted the dis- 
tance — 99.61 mph. In 1922, incidentally, 
at least one of the 200-Miles Race A.C.’s 
had its tubular front axle located by 
a central radius arm articulated in a ball 
housing in the wall of the crankcase. In 
design essays like this, John Weller cer- 
tainly teetered rather precariously on the 
knife-edge separating genius from lunacy. 

Whatever might be said in derogation of 
Selwyn Francis Edge, his worst enemy 
couldn’t grudge him credit for the high 
engineering standards he maintained at 
Ditton. Every billet or bar of steel deliv- 
ered to the plant, and every gear pinion 
or similar finished part, was individually 
Brinnel tested. All engines were bench- 
tested for forty hours, then shaken down 





on the road in disembodied chassis, finai \ 
roadtested in complete cars. No post-d 
livery breaking in was therefore necessai 
Inspection routines were rigorous, too. 

A.C. sales curves dipped and dived li! 
a scenic railway during Edge’s reign. Ma 
reason for this state of commercial inst 
bility, apart from prejudice against t! 
posterior gearbox, was that Edge nev 
could make up his mind what the pub! 
wanted and see they got it. Within tl 
framework of such fixed features as the 
alloy 2 litre engine, the Welleresque tran 
mission, and quarter-elliptic springir 
front and back, models were switched ar 
chopped, launched and ditched, with b 
wildering frequency. “Try anything once 
Riley’s unwritten slogan in the 30s, seemed 
to be the inspiration of A.C. policy during 
most of the Edge era, stretching from 192! 
until the summer of ’30. In 1926 a cloud 
of insolvency, blacker and more lowering 
than anything hitherto seen, threw its 
shadow over the little riverside factory 
but the following year Edge dipped deep 
into his pocketbook and entered a privat: 
bid for the company’s assets. This was ac 
cepted by the receiver acting in behalf of 
the creditors, so Edge became the marque’s 
sole proprietor. There were times, remem 
beted still by employes with upwards o! 
twenty-five years service on their dossiers, 
when, as payday approached, A.C. work 
people made bets on whether the bank 
would honor the wages draft... . 

Model names and symbols enjoying brie! 
currency during A.C.’s pre-WWI epoch in 
cluded the Royal, the Montlhéry, the S. F 


(Continued on page 54) 








LEAD with 
your ACE! 


The Ace makes the specification you 
have always dreamed about a 
reality. Powered with a Bristol Motor 
product of one of the World’s 
leading aircraft Manufacturers, 
hemispherical head, 80° inclined 
valves, nitride hardened statically 
and dynamically balanced crank- 
shaft, thinwall lead bronze idium 
plated bearings, etc. etc. 4-wheel 
independent suspension, Tubular 
chassis and body framing. 
Aluminium panelling. Al-fin Brake 


drums. Michelin X Tyres. 


A C CARS LIMITED 
Thames Ditton, Surrey, England 








Import Motor Cars 


3169 N. Pollard St., Arlington 
New York 


Jarrard Motors 
913-1013 W. Garden St., Pensacola 





Contact your nearest Distributor now. 


Michigan Texas 
Foreign Cars Associates, Inc 
16090 E. Warren Ave., Detroit 24 1710 N. Akard St 


Florida IMinois 


1413 S. Howard Ave., Tampa 6 


Virginia 
4 C Imports Inc Honolulu, T.H 


Motor Imports 


0 39 
4 € Imports Inc P.O. Box 3947 


8 Alden Ave., Valley Stream New Mexico 


Florida The Motorsport Corporation 
7833 Lomas Boulevard N.E. 


Albuquerque 


ACE-BRISTOL 


THE SAFEST FAST CAR 


Hulsey and Procter Foreign Cars 
, Dallas 8 


Charles E. King & Co 


960 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22 


King Kapiolani-South 


IN THE WORLD—120 PLUS MILES PER HOUR 


California 
Competition Motors 
760 El Camino Real, San Carlos 


Washington 
Imported Motor Cars Inc 
7030 So. Tacoma Way, Tacoma 9 


Toronto 
Scarboro Beach Garage Ltd 
2301 Queen Street East 


Montreal 
Budd & Dyer Ltd 
4269 St. Catherine St. W. 


Vancouver 9 
B. C. Sports Car Center Ltd 
1424 West Broadway 


Venezuela, S. America 
Distribuidora Mecanica c.a 
Rio a San Felipe 21 

San Bernardina, Caracas 
California 

Jay Chamberlain Automotive 
2909 W. Olive Blvd., Burbank 


























LIVING ROOM LOTUS 

The latest “model” from England is 
this metal construction kit of the Mark 
XI Lotus. Each kit is comprised of a set 
of metal castings, drilled and ready for 
bolting together; screws; metal spoked 
wheels; racing numbers; and perspex 
for windshield and lights. Scaled to 





1/24th and measuring 6” long, the kit 
can be completed in four versions: the 
Lotus XI Club, Sports, Mark 11 and 
Le Mans model. The price is $10.00. 
For further information contact 
Graphic Designers Ltd., 4 Holly Park, 
london N.3. 
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BAKED BUGABOO 

Here we have a new bug remover— 
Lazy Care—that is for washing wind- 
shields, for removing dirt and road 
grime with minimum effort. Lazy Care 
is said to be effective even with bugs 
that have been baked on by the sun. 
Packaged in quarts which will make 
2 gallons of ready to use solution, the 
price is $1.75 with a plastic squeeze 
bottle and sprayer supplied for free. 
Contact Fine Laboratories R.R. 5, East 
State Street Road, Rockford Illinois. 


RECORD REVIEW 

Now we have the sounds of 50 years 
f automoting in a 12 inch LP. From 
Stanley Steamers to Maseratis, this rec- 
ord offers an audio sketch of the his- 
tory of the automobile. This recording 
is accompanied by a 9 x 12 print of a 
14 Stutz Bearcat and a four page pam- 
phlet of program notes. There are also 
12 full-color illustrations of the cars 
whose sound portraits are preserved in 
his original disc. Selling for $5.95, 
urther information can be obtained 
rom Unicorn Records, 75 State St., 
Soston, Mass. 











GET MORE ENJOYMENT 
AND GREATER SAFETY 


Now! 
“" MOTOMETER 









PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 


A COMPACT, PRECISION 


FUEL LEVEL GAUGE 
FOR THE VW AND KG 


(‘56 and later) 


@ An all-electric, completely reliable instru- 
ment. Features a heavily-chromed case and 
uminous pointer. Extremely easy, do-it- 


yourself installation 


ACTUAL 
SIZE Model! 1836/40, $1495 


Keeps a constant check on the condition and perform- 
ance of the entire electrical system. 1-9/16” heavily- 
chromed frame ring. For any six-volt system. 

Model 502/40, 9495 


OIL TEMP GAUGE 


Warns of over- or under-heated oil. Protect your engine 
with this new, all-electric oil temp gauge. 1-9/16” in 
diameter. 


Mode! 1830/40, $1295 


3-IN-1 DASH INSTRUMENT 


Fuel Level Gauge, Oil Temp Gauge and Ammeter in 
one handsome cluster. 2-3/8” heavily-chromed case 
houses all three. Complete kit, with sensing units. 


For ‘56 and later VW and KG, $295 





ELECTRIC CLOCK 


This accurate, electric clock makes a handsome, useful 
addition to your dashboard. It measures only 2-3/8” 
in diameter. For six-volt systems. 


Model 1832/60, $1495 


Capillary : 
tires last longer, run cooler, brake better. Be SURE with 


° TIRE TESTERS 
(329 
your own Precision Tire Gauge. 


Improper inflation RUINS your tires. Correctly inflated 
Clock Choice of Capillary-type, or Clock-type, #295 





With Genuine 
Leather Pouch 


Dashboard Adapter Plates for ‘58 VW, available with any of the above 
instruments. In colors to match your car. $1.00 
Heavily-chromed Under-the-Dash Mounting Bracket for any car. $1.75 


Write for Booklet ¢ Dealer Inquiries Invited 





FISHER PRODUCTS CORP. - 21-25 44TH DRIVE « L. I. CITY, N. Y. 
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car make, 


SPORTS CAR CUFF LINKS 
ie 


TIE BAR 
$A.95 


CUFF LINKS 


8.95 


"THE SET- 12.95 
tax included 


Beautifully engraved with your NAME 
and CAR emblem (incolor). Satin Silver 
or brilliant gold plating. Send name, 
and finish desired with 
remittance, (no C. O. D.’s, please). 


TIE BAR 
$2.95 

CUFF LINKS 
4.95 

Tax included 


THEY WORK--Your spare car keys 
made into beautiful gold plated cuff 
links or tie bar. Fast delivery. Send 
keys (1 for tie bar) with remittance, 
(no C. O, D.’s, please) TO: 


Gard -O- 


26 E. HURON ST. CHICAGO 11, ILL 











AH-100 





MAGNETTE 


ROY M. HEATH CO. 


“SINCE 1920” 
SALINA, KANSAS — TA 3-3747 
PORSCHE MG 


JAGUAR 











ON ISLAND 


OWN A COLLECTION OF THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL AUTO PRINTS EVER PUBLISHED 


For livingroom—den—office— 








or a sophisticated gift in excellent taste 


Leslie Saalburg original 
paintings reproduced in 
full vibrant colors. These 
Aristocratic Cars are 
placed in typical and de- 
lightful period settings, 
out of a flamboyant past. 
Authentic in every detail. 
Printed on non-glossy 
extra heavy QUALITY 
stock. Satisfaction quar- 
anteed naturally. Check 
your favorite cars NOW! 








wegee oO 
1929 Lincoln Sport Touring 
1928 Bugatti Reyale Coupe 
1936 Duesenberg Roadster 
1931 Bentley Sport Touring 
1933 Packard Phaeton 
1923 Mercedes Runabout 


Classic Cors ©10x12“ © Sets Dnly * $5 Either Set * $10 For Both 


myer D 
1927 Isetta Fraschini Rd’ster 
1929 Cadillac Sport Phaeton 
1930 Rolls-Royce Brougham 
1933 Pierce Silver Arrow 
1935 Hispone Suiza Conv. Cp. 
1937 Cord Convertible Coupe 


Antique Cars © Extra Large 15x18° * Order One or more * 
$5 Each * $25 Any Six * $40 Any Ten * $60 All Sixteen 


(J 09 Mercedes Touring Car 
(J 11 Seagrave Chem. Truck 
(_] 07 Ford Mode! K Touring 
(_) 10 Simplex Speed Car 

(_] OS Pierce Great Arrow 
(3 12 Peckerd Lendaviet 
LI11 Mercer Raceabout 
(]16 Packard Touring Cor 


(1) 04 Knox Surrey 

() 07 Lecomobile Tonneav 
(_] 11 Stanley Touring Cor 
CJ 05 Columbia Brougham 
() 10 White Opera Coupe 
CL) 08 Renault Runabout 
() 11 Maxwell Roadster 
() 07 Weich Touring Car 


Write for FREE illustrated brochure 
featuring other beautiful items. 
ALL ORDERS PREPAID (ne COD’s). INCLUDE NAME & ADDRESS 
L. 1. AUTO MUSEUM, 6 MUSEUM SQ., SOUTHAMPTON, W. Y. 
Henry Austin Clark Jr. invites you to visit the museum during its 


10th anniversary this summer. See ever 100 cars restored to 
their original beauty ond other avtomobilia. 
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BRM 


(Continued from page 33) 


gears at the rear and to the magneto drive 
at the front. For this year’s season, a fifth 
main has been added which should ensure 
complete reliability from the engine. 
With the changeover to aviation gas, 
peak power is down to about 258 from last 
year’s methanol-induced figure of 280. 
However, Peter Berthon has succeeded in 
maintaining the good torque over a 
wide range (4000 to 8000) which so im- 


pressed Jean Behra when he first drove: 


the car at Caen in °57. Stuck in fourth 
gear, he could still go fast enough to win. 
This is especially remarkable when you 
consider the large bore pistons and the 
214 inch throats of the Weber carbs. 

L ittle information on the shape of the 
combustion chamber has been released; 
what is known is that the head spigots 
into the block. Presumably this pinches 
the liners down via a small flange on the 
latter and at the same time provides some- 
what of a labyrinth seal. As at the Vanwall 
enterprise, speed secrets are regarded ser- 
iously. And since the BRM’s strength so 
far has lain in its power rather than in its 
roadholding and stability, this attitude 
is understandable. 

Stability and driver confidence were 
mentioned earlier. When, early in 1957, 
their drivers quit complaining about the 
cars and just quit, Berthon and Mays 
finally swallowed their pride and asked 
Colin Chapman to look the car over and 
make suggestions. After driving it around 
Goodwood at speed, he made plenty. First, 
the oleo-pneumatic struts had to go and 
so did the transverse rear leaf spring. 
Instead, Armstrong shocks mounted inside 
Woodhead coil springs were to be used. 
At the rear, they were to be canted out- 
board at the bottom to give the widest 
possible spring base, improving the rear 
roll stiffness. Anti roll bars at both ends 
were to be installed. The odd unequal 
wishbones on the left for lateral location 
of the de Dion tube should go, for they 
had no advantages at all over more con- 
ventional means and had locked up solidly 
once at Goodwood. Though there was not 
much time in mid-season to effect all these 
changes, they were incorporated gradually. 
By the time they had the major races had 
been run — without BRMs. 

Fortunately, Behra and Schell borrowed 
BRMs late in the season for the afore- 
mentioned race at Caen. Behra won, and 
though Schell’s blew up, the two drivers 
were so impressed that they both signed 
up with BRM for the 1958 season. During 
much of the winter they stayed near 
Bourne to assist in development. To more 
happily suit the thoroughly changed sus- 
pension, new frames were made, but the 
only important change is at the front 
where normal light tubing replaces the 
well drilled sheet metal structure. Simpler, 
lighter. 

The engine has already been described. 
Its torque is transmitted through a 71, 
inch twin-plate Borg and Beck clutch. For 
cooling purposes, its bell housing is but a 
three-legged spider, holding the tail shaft 


bearing. A two-piece propeller shaft right 
down the center line (the driver sits high) 
connects to the combined four-speed gear- 
box final drive. Though such rear- 
mounted gearboxes are quite common in 
current GP equipment, it is handled in a 
somewhat different manner on the BRM. 
A de Dion tube runs in front of it, its 
hubs arranged with 114° negative camber. 
A Watts linkage provides for vertical mo- 
tion in the lateral plane, while twin radius 
rods on each side locate it longitudinally. 

Torque goes to the rear wheels through 
the usual two doubly U-jointed half-shafts. 
To avoid sliding splines and the indeter- 
minate damping they produce when ac- 
celerating over bumpy stretches, the BRMs 
have long had pot-type joints at the inner 
end. But their seals have always given 
trouble leaking oil and all too often this 
has caused the axle to seize up with dis- 
astrous results. So now the shafts use con- 
ventional Hooke-type joints at both ends. 
The sliding splines required use of balls 
to reduce friction. These shafts cost a mere 
$500 each, so no doubt Behra and Schell 
have been amply warned about starting 
line antics! 

Behind the axle center line, all four 
indirect gears are on fore and aft counter- 
shafts, much like the Porsche Spyders. The 
driven shaft is turned by a spur gear set 
at the very front of the casing under a 
separate cover plate. These are used like 
quick-change gears, though the gearbox 
must be removed from the cover (and the 
car) rather than the other way round. 
So far, so good. 

To save weight there is but a single 
rear brake. Like the two fronts, it is a 
Lockheed disc, 1014 inches in diameter 
with segmental pads rather than circular 
ones for even wear. It is mounted on the 
tail end of the lower countershaft, but 
it is driven by a spur of its own from the 
upper (pinion) shaft to ensure that it 
is always turning with the wheels Al- 
though rear brakes never have as ~iuch 
work to do as front ones, due to the 
forward load transfer experienced under 
braking, this unit has given more than 
its share of trouble, all of it based on 
overheating. Being mounted behind the 
gearbox in the tail of the car, it does not 
exactly live in a refrigerator. To improve 
this, a duct brings fresh air to it from 
an opening on the right side of the body 
(the exhaust pipes are on the left) . The 
disc’s insides resemble a centrifugal fan 
with its cooling vanes. Perhaps this is part 
of the problem, for while the duct blasts 
air at the edge of the disc toward its 
center, the vanes presumably are trying 
(vainly?) to throw air in just the opposite 
direction. At any rate, the BRM’s racing 
history so far this year includes retirements 
at Goodwood (Schell), Aintree (Behra) 
and Monaco (Behra) due to lack of brakes 
These were due, not just to brake fade 
with which such drivers can usually cope 
but to boiling of the brake fluid, with 
which they can’t. 

At Goodwood, Behra crashed into the 
chicane with spectacular results, tearing 
off the left front wheel in the process. Th« 
saving grace is that he was leading at the 
time. At Aintree, too, he retired whet 
leading. At Monaco he led for twenty-od« 
laps, only to retire after three pit stops il 
as many laps. (Continued on page 57 




















weywA = = 


~~ = 


EIGHTH ANNUAL 


SPORTS CAR TROPHY RACES 


SATURDAY AUGUST 16th, 1958 
‘HAREWOOD?’ Ontario, Canada. 


@ EIGHT RACES Including one qualifying 
Saloon Car Race. 





@ FIRST RACE 11 a.m. Saturday 


@ SCRUTINEERING and PRACTICE 
Friday August 15th. 


e@ ENTRIES — Limited to 200. Closing 
date July 31st. 


CANADIAN 
NATIONAL 
EVENT 


under C.A.S.C. sanction 

















YOU'VE NEVER 













DRIVEN 
Alken’s dramatically styled D-2 sports car OWNED 


body fits any Volkswagen without expen- 
sive, involved chassis modifications. The 
D-2 is built to exacting specifications to 
fit only the V-W. This means the fitting is 
done at the factory. There is no last . 
minute cutting or chopping: no costly 
hidden framing. 


STRONG: An exclusive system of factory- 
fitted bulkheads make the D-2 the strong- 
est body you can buy, the easiest to install. 


PRACTICAL: The D-2 uses stock Volkswagen 
headlights, tail lights and instrumentation. 
Cuts change-over costs. 

COMPLETE: The D-2 kit has everything you 
need. Optional accessories include remove- 
able hard top, roll-up windows, custom 
bucket seats, rear jump seat and luggage } 
lockers. 


300 pounds lighter than metal bodies, the 
D-2 has more acceleration, better handling 
| and more fuel economy. From any angle, 
you'll find the D-2 in good taste and the 
best company. 





































ry. Alken Corporation 
Dept. SC-1 

2100 Zeno Place 
Venice, California 














Please send free illustrated brochure to: 





Name 


Address 
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-SIMCA Official Report No. 3: 
New World’s Endurance Record 


70.02 MILES PER HOUR, FOR 887 HOURS 
62,137 consecutive miles at flying speed. 
No other car, regardless of engine size, 
without supercharger, has ever driven so 





OIA 


far, so fast. Proof that SIMCA, the Economy 


King, outperforms them all. And you can 
own the same car. The family-size, 4 door 


Sales and Service 
Throughout America. 
Overseas Delivery, too! 


SIMCA that delivered 42.6 MPG in actual 
tests. And the price? A happy surprise! 


SIMCA, INC., 445 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 











“MERIT” PLASTIC CAR KITS — $1.95 each 


The B.R.M. and SIMCA GORDINI KITS have 
arrived — the MASERATI 4CLT will be here soon! 
Made in England — 614 inches to 1/24 scale — Parts, 
racing numbers and cement provided — Only wheels, 
seat, and trim need paint. 
11 Car Kits Available Now: 
BRM Aston Martin DB3S 
Simea Gordini Vanwall G.P 
“D”" Jaguar Ferrari G.P 
Mercedes Benz G.P Lotus Mk. XI 
Connaught G.P. Maserati G.P 
Cooper Mk. IX 

“‘Merit’’ Plastic Plane Kits (1/48 scale) 
Avro 504K.............. $2.45 Bristol Bulldog......$2.25 
D.H. Tiger Moth....$2.25 Hawker Hunter......$§2.95 


Ask for free catalogue of motor books and magazines. 
R. GORDON & CO. 
32 E. 59th St., N. Y. 22—Dept. 8-58 











SURREY SPORTS CARS 


60 The Cricket Green 
Mitcham, Surrey tel. Mitcham 7857 


ENGLAND 


Always in stock 
Jaguar SS 100 2% and 3% Litre 
in mint condition. 
Delivered to London docks— 


$1,200. — 


Write or cable for details of these and 
other interesting sports cars. Particular 
models obtained to customers’ require- 
ments. 














cr. 1-3775 FOREIGN CAR 


World Famous 
Sala Sport 


Driving Gloves 


Fine quality Italian 
leather gloves in 
two tone brown, 
white back and tan 
palm or knit back 
and brown palm. 
All .styles with 
reinforced dou- 
ble palm — 9 
sites 6'/2-10 i 5. 


Derrington Steering Wheel 
tn Calif. add 4% Tax 


POST OFFICE 
BOX 54 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 








ACCESSORIES ®. 2-4455 
TOW ROPES 


10 foot, made of Per- 

lon, extremely strong 

$695 and very elastic. Eas- 

ily secured quickly 

and neatly to any car, 

prevents damage to car body or bumper. 


Genuine Leather Bonnet Straps 

; Regulation size 12" wide, 

Ve" thick. Complete with 

hardware and PADS 

to prevent chafe to 

fit MG—TC, TD, TF, 

Morgan and many 

= models. ¢ 


SHORT STRAPS‘ 


8 to 10 inches, 


vilem ‘iB. LLY. A rm a. type, set a two 


10305-07 Santa Monica Sia. ‘West Los Angeles 25, Calif 








AC 


(Continued from page 50) 


Edge, the Empire, the Ace and Aceca 
(these two, of course, have been exhumed 
in the 50s) , the Sovereign, the Greyhound, 
the 12/35, 16/56, 16/60, 16/70, 16/80, 
Aero, Magna, Acedes. The lifespan of some 
of these was so short the ink scarcely had 
time to dry in the catalog before successors 
were introduced. The designation Royal 
commemmorated A.C.’s appointment as 
automobile purveyors to H.R.H. Prince 
Henry, now Duke of Gloucester. The name 
Acedes, fitted with a couple of accents over 
the e’s that were neither grave, acute non 
circumflex, but which looked well and cost 
nothing, was at One time incorporated in 
the title of the company; what Acedes 
meant, if anything, is obscure; even A.C.’s 
official historian, Jock Henderson, who was 
service manager under Edge and is pres 
ently in charge of sales, doesn’t know. 

The A.C. range for 1928, centered 
around two engine types, a side valve four 
of 11% litres and the perennial ohc six, 
comprised no less than fifteen models. Two 
years later, however, Edge sold out to 
William Hurlock Jr. Ltd., and in due 
course, under the rationalising influence 
of the Hurlock brothers, William and 
Charles, who today are respectively man 
aging director and general manager, the 
reformed company wisely took up the fight 
on a much narrower front. 

A.C.s burgeoned in such riotous variety, 
back in Edge’s day, that it isn’t easy to 
pick on a particular model as representing 
the quintessence of A.C.’s strongest claim- 
ant to the “Miss Ditton of the “Twenties” 
sash was perhaps a wide yet soignee two- 
seater that probably accounted for the 
loin’s percentage of the output, and was, 
needless to add, produced in numerous 
sub-types under equally numerous labels. 
Like all of the Edge-fathered A.C.s, this 
couth little roadster, available with eithe 
four or six cylinders, was curvaceous almost 
to the point of sexiness, clear from its at 
tractively convex radiator to its neatly 
rounded rump. A vee windshield of pro 
nounced rake, at that date a rare and dis 
tinctive styling feature, added a furthe: 
touch of chic to some versions. To break 
the monotony of the line through the art 
fully flared fenders and the running 
boards, the latter had a step notched in 
them, incorporating the metal shoe scrape 
that was A.C.’s time honored contribution 
to carpet hygeine. 

In appointments and furnishings, A.C 
were noted for their reluctance to abandon 
practices that demonstrably stank. On 
example, which literally stank, was the 
happily unique location of the filler neck 
to the gas tank, which, up to 1928, was o! 
gravity type, mounted under the hood 
just forward of the firewall. The fille: 
believe it or not, projected into the interio 
of the car through the dash, a special fun 
nel being supplied as standard equipment 
Refuelling therefore involved windin; 
down the appropriate window (in the cas 
of a sedan or convertible), or opening 
door bodily (in the case of a sports o 
roadster model with the top up) while th: 
filling station attendant insinuated fue 


(Continued on page 62) 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


S A WRITER on technical automotive 
subjects, I am asked quite often what 
[ think about some gadget or other which 
‘laims to improve mileage, power, speed 
or the resale value of a car. Unless I have 
had some direct experience with the 
gizmo, I get off the hook by answering; 
“Well, somebody must be hot for it or 
they wouldn’t be advertising it.” 

A couple of sports-car-owning friends 
of mine who operate a research lab 
dropped in one day, bench raced a while 
and then asked me; “What would you 
lo with an auto accessory which would 
increase the life of an engine, make it 
run smoother, improve mileage and 
iorsepower and would cost under $4.00?” 
'hese two guys are in the chemical busi- 
ness and are pretty smart, so I didn’t give 
them one of my usual snide answers. In- 
stead, I said, “Why, I'd tell an honest 
story about the product in the automotive 
magazines and sit back to see how smart 
the public is.” 

“Alright,” they said, “you’re a writer, 
you tell our story.” “Oh no,” I came back, 
“No miracle deals for me. I’d have to see 
proof.” So they showed me and I’m here 
with the story. 

Here’s the bit: It is a well known fact 
that acids caused by the combustion of 
gasoline do much of the dirty work in 
our engines . . . cause the sludge which 
gums up tiny lubrication passageways, 
attack the cylinder walls and other steel 
components, and dilute the oil. When 
gasoline burns, Carbon dioxide and water 
are the main products, Sulphur, as the 
chief impurity in gas, combines with the 
gases to form sulphuric acid IN VAPOR 
FORM. Not all these deadly vapors are 
swept out on the exhaust stroke and 
clouds are trapped in the crankcase, 
later condensing on the walls and in the 
oil. Some modern oils contain an anti- 
acid ingredient to combat this effect but 
it appears that most of the damage is 
done while the hot acid gases are swirling 
and boiling before they get into the oil. 

The second threat to the life of an en- 
gine (and to your pocketbook) is in the 
tiny, almost microscopic, metallic parti- 
cles which are ground into, and circulate 
with, the oil. 

My friends, as research people, gave 
this problem quite a bit of consideration. 
They bought and studied the remedial 
products now on the market and decided 
that they just didn’t get the job done to 
their critical satisfaction. Having gone 
this far, they analyzed the thing a step 
further and asked “what removable por- 
tion of an engine is in contact with these 
harmful vapors and these oil-borne fil- 
ings?” The answer is, of course, the oil 
dip stick. And, strange as it may seem 
a dip stick can protect your engine, as- 
sire you more power, fewer repair bills, 
a smoother running car and more money 
a. trade in time! 

Here’s why: The Powr-Gard, as these 
p-ople have named their new product is 
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THIS LOGICAL IDEA 






a replacement dip stick for your exact 
make, year and model car . . . domestic 
or imported .. . it’s just like your pres- 
ent stick except that the lower portion is 
a powerful alnico magnet 500% more 
powerful than drain plug magnets (it 
will pick up nearly 14 |b.!) and the up- 
per part, in contact with both engine oil 
and the swirling acid fumes, is mag- 
nesium alloy to sacrifice itself to the 
harmful acids in place of the engine 
parts. Here are Powr-Gard’s advantages: 
1) it is in contact with the moving stream 
of oil, every drop eventually circulates 
right past the magnet so powerful it will 
hold your ring of keys. 2) the magnesium 
alloy portion is 600% larger in area as 
ordinary drain plug elements. 3) it is in 
contact with the acid vapors while they 
are in their hot, gaseous, most active 
state, ready to neutralize them, 4) it can 
be wiped clean each time you go into a 
service station, 5) there is no danger 
of improperly cut threads ruining your 
valuable crankcase pan (sump). 

In brief, Powr-Gard overcomes the dis- 
advantages of ordinary wear-preventing 
products and attacks the heart of the 
problem . . . neutralizing the acid gases 
before they condense on cylinder walls 
and REMOVING the metallic particles 
as they collect! You aren’t about to waste 
a quart of good oil just to wipe a drain 


MONEY 


plug clean are you? Especially when the 
oil itself will stay clean for thousands 
of miles . . . I don’t think so... but you 
will wipe those deadly particles off the 
magnet . . . automatically, each time 
you check your oil. 

Order directly from the manufacturers: 
The New Science Institute, they assure 
me that if anyone is not completely sat- 
isfied with the operation of Powr-Gard, 
he has only to return it within ten days 
and every penny will be cheerfully re- 
funded. Send $3.95 (for all cars, do- 
mestic or imported) for a Powr-Gard 
postpaid, or simply pay Postman $3.95 
plus postage and C.O.D. fees. 


AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 
equipped cars can be protected by 
Powr-Gard too ...a Powr-Gard 


Transmission dip stick with a pow- 
erful alnico magnet will attract tiny 
metallic particles which could block 
vital oilways ... same low price 
$3.95. Get BOTH for only $6.95. 
Calif. Residents: Add 4% tax. 


NEW SCIENCE INSTITUTE 
714 N. LAKE ST. 
BURBANK, CALIF. 


My cor isa Yr. 
Model _ _ No. Cyls. — 
CL) | enclose $3.95 [] Send COD (For engine 


Powr-Gard) 


C) | enclose $6.95 0 
engine & Trans.) 


Send COD (For Both 


Name 
Address 


a . Zone. State 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back in 
ten days 
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Letter from Cucamouga 


Cucamonga, California. 
Jan. 20, 1958. 
Dear Sirs, 

Bolt-on goodies for the Zodiac arrived 
beautifully packaged, and have been installed. 
Have driven the car 600 miles and am 
well pleased. The Shock absorbers give the 
car much better riding and driving qualities. 
The motor runs much smoother and quicker, 
not to mention the pep and zip under the 
hood now. 

Wish to thank you Gentlemen very much 
for the engineering of this fine piece of 
equipment. 


Yours truly 
K.M.H. 


— (original in our files) 


People everywhere are enthusiastic over a Ray- 
mond Mays Conversion. Increased wer, 
remarkable acceleration, flexibility, Sane: 
maximum speeds, economy and smoothness can 
be yours too. You cannot know the real joys of 
motoring until you are ‘‘converted’’ with the 
R.M. So easy to fit too . . . supplied in kit 
form all over the world, with full fitting 
instructions. As described by Dennis May in 
the August 1957 issue. 

Why not write us for full details 


we CONVERSION for 


FORD ZEPHYR ° 


FORD ZODIAC e 


FORD CONSUL 


A product of Rubery Owen—Proprietors of the B.R.M. Racing Project 


RUBERY OWEN & CO. LTD. ENGINE DEVELOPMENT — (Dept R.M./SA) 
BOURNE, LINCOLNSHIRE, ENGLA 














OWEN RACING MOTOR ASSOCIATION 


Membership £1 1s. ($2.94) per an- 
num_ includes 
bulletins. 





You can support 
the B.R.M. car through 


lapel badge and 


Available only to members 
Car badge £1 10s. ($4.20) 
Ties, blazer badge etc. 
For full particulars 
apply the Secretary, O.R.M.A., 


Kent House, Market Place, Oxford Circus, 
London, W.1. England 











SCI HAS A BUYER 
FOR YOUR CAR! 


If you have a sports car, equipment 
or accessories to buy or sell, look 
to the classified columns of 
SPORTS CAR& ILLUSTRATED for 
fast results. 

Your message, placed in our 
classified columns, will be read by 
more than 140,000 sports car fans. 

Best of all, your ad need cost you 
no more than $3.75. 

melmiliad-mlieaurleeli me ial(-y 

Martin Lincoln 

SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


One Park Avenue 
New York 16, New York 





Creator of Eyewear Styles 


OPTICIAN 
506 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 
between 52nd ond 53rd Sts, Plazo 5-3880 


— Handsome, feather-light, 
non-shatterable. This distinctive goggle 
is great for all outdoor life. The green- 
tinted plastic shield stops dust, wind 
and sunglare. $5 


CLEAR SHIELD ond CASE INCLUDED 
Add 25¢ Postage 





The results of the 42nd Targa Florio 
give some indication of just how potent 
the Porsche RS Spyder is when driven by 
a class A driver. Even in 1956, it was 
readily apparent when Umberto Maglioli 
won the event outright. This year, Jean 
Behra drove a new RSK superbly, un- 
successfully challenging the 3 liter Ferrari 
of Musso and Gendebien for first overall 
but finishing 2nd. Had Behra_ been 
teamed with a driver of superior talents 
such as Moss, or Maglioli who knows the 
Targa like the back of his hand, the 
Porsche would most certainly have lapped 
faster than the big Ferrari which was 
pretty much of a handful on the narrow 
twisting circuit. 

Porsche are constructing several mor 
of these low RSK types and we may se¢ 
a turbine-cooled monoposto version at 
Reims in the Formula II event. It seems 
that the Fletcher “jet-cooled” RS moto 
presents a considerable noise problem 
producing too many decibels to allow it 
to comply with Appendix C sports cai 
regs. The normal Spyder engines, such as 
that fitted to Behra’s Targa car, are pro 
ducing in excess of 150 hp, so what the 
turbine-cooled job turns out is anybody's 
guess. A 1600 cc Carerra is due shortly, 
fitted with a plain-bearing crankshaft, as 
are all contemporary supers. 

The “Monza 500” is shaping up to be 
a really interesting event. Not only will 
Ecurie Ecosse be back with at least 
one and possibly two single-seater open- 
wheel Jaguar D-types, but Maserati are 
reported to be preparing a 4.2 Indian 
apolis-type single seater to be driven by 
either Moss or Behra. A_ resurrected 
Indianapolis Ferrari has been made avail 
able to any interested European drive! 
and Ferrari himself is building at least 
one and possibly two completely special 
cars to compete in the “Monza 500.” 

It will be most interesting to see which 
European drivers swallow their pride and 
allow themselves to participate in this 
“Indianapolis at Monza” race. The voice 
of the UPPI has, of course, died away as 
expected. One of the big reasons for this 
turn-about is due to the generous prize 
money available at Monza. The European 
abstainers last year were amazed at tlic 
huge amount of prize money that Ecure 
Ecosse walked away with, merely hy 
finishing. The organizers are against 
giving starting money, they’d rather pa) 
out substantial prize money to cars thi 
finish than set up a starting money furd 
which always involves personal difficultics 
Personally, we'd like to see Behra, Broo«s 
and Moss have a go with the America’s 
For Ferrari, Luigi Musso would be ti 
most willing to have a real “go” wilh 
the Yanks, perhaps Von Trips or Mie 
Hawthorn, and Peter Collins in additio.; 
but from our position, Musso and Vin 
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Trips possess all the necessary qualities 
to be able to “stand on it and turn left” 
with the best of the boys from Indy. 
Phil Hill Reims 
in a Formula II Phil’s debut in 
single seater racing is long overdue; it 
will be 


entered at 
Ferrari. 


has been 


how he 
does in the Ferrari up against the works 
“Loti” 
pressed 


most interesting to see 
and Coopers. Phil wasn’t too im 
with the ‘Targa circuit 
from the standpoint of safety but took 
it in his stride, doing his best, mentioning 
that it brought back the 
Mexican Road Race 

Late news: Alfa are indeed up to some- 
thing. Expect to see a 100 hp Giulietta 
Spyder come out in the Fall. A roadster 
was On test recently at Monza by Zanardi 
and it would be logical for them to put 
the new “Speciale” motor into the Spyder 
body, since the former’s coupe body is 


Florio 


memories of 


just a bit long and ‘“gomulous” for out 
and out road racing. 

A new Opel “Kapitan” is due this 
summer; will undoubtedly be a more 
compact six cylinder version but fol- 


lowing American GM styling trends. 

Mercedes weren't too happy about pic- 
tures that appeared in L’Auto Journal 
in Paris, as certain West 
Coast publication, showing what is sup- 
posed to be the new 2208, and have tried 
to scotch talk of the car’s appearance at 
Paris this year. 


well as in a 


Jesse L. Alexander 





BRM 


(Continued from page 52) 


At this writing, their only other race 
the Daily Express International 
Meeting at Silverstone (would that 
American newspapers would sponsor 
races, too). Here Behra had a mar- 
velous tussle for first place with 
Collins in the newest Ferrari V-6, leading 
him on laps five through eight. Then his 
goggles were smashed by a stone, and in 
the ensuing confusion in his pits, he lost 
30 seconds. A bit off the pace then, he 


was 


finished in 4th place, 72 seconds back. 
As if that wasn’t enough bad _ luck, 


Flockhart (subbing for Schell in this same 
race) crashed avoiding some marshals who 
had just pushed another car back onto 
the circuit. 

There isn’t much to suggest to avoid 
bad luck, but with all the other 
teps they've taken, it seems that Berthon, 
Mays and Owen might have a winner if 
hey were to throw away that conventional 


unusual 


ail section and really get some air on that 
yack brake. Chapman, the roadholding 
xpert, has had his say, now maybe it’s 
Mike Costin’s turn. 
Stephen Wilder 


ierodynamicist 





SWEDISH 
EXCELLENCE 


prion Casco 


VOLVO, the five passenger family 





sports car, combines the brilliance of 
Swedish engineering with unbelievable 
economy and unexcelled performance 
Acclaimed by auto experts from coast 
to coast, VOLVO is truly an automotive 
investment that pays dividends from the 
very first drive. VOLVO, priced with the 
lowest, is available for immediate 
delivery. Driving is believing. Yes, one 


drive and you'll buy the VOLVO 


Siamese emgage PARTS AND SERVICE AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE 












A 
PRODUCT 
OF SUPERB 


SWEDISH ENGINEERING 


OUT RUR gh urammue 452 Hudson Terrace, Englewood C| 
URC mae 1901 Milam St 
13157 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks, Calif 


459 Eastern Ave 


Houston 2, Texas 
Auto Imports, Inc. 


Toronto 8 
475 Howe St., Vancouver | 


in Canada: Auto Imports (Swedish)Ltd. 


ffs, New serse 
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SCIS 


OCTOBER ISSUE 


October Sports Cars ILtustrateD is a big, 
special issue on the clubs and activ- 
ities that make sports car owners 
an enviable breed apart— 


THE RALLIES: What they are and how 
they’re run in America, England, and 
on the Continent. 


GYMKHANAS and AUTOCROSSES: How to or- 
ganize and run them, with tips from 
an expert in setting up your car for 
these exciting events. 


REPORT ON THE SPORTS CAR CLUB OF THE YEAR: 
In this special issue, SCI will name 
and pay tribute to a sports car club 
deserving national attention for out- 
standing achievement. 


PLUS: 

A report on the last of the true U.S. 
road races—how a local club spon- 
sors the ‘‘round-the-houses’’ race 
at Put-In-Bay. 


PRO RACING: Reports on two of the big- 
gest—Le Mans and the ‘‘Race of Two 
Worlds” at Monza. 


Don’t miss the ACTION in the special 


October issue of Sports Cars ILLUSTRATED 
—on sale September 11. 


SPORTS 
rf 9 i t £4. ee 








GRAND NS) PRIX 
AUTO PARTS 


THE FINEST USED & REBUILT PARTS 
OVER 300 FOREIGN CARS BEING DISMANTLED 
“WRITE US YOUR PROBLEMS-— 

WE WILL TRY TO SOLVE THEM" 


12613 Sherman Way, No. Hollywood, Calif. 
Telephone—ST 7-5479 














TARGA FLORIO (Continued from page 37) 


Florio could have had his race run for 
six hours to qualify it for Championship 
status, but as he put it, “I like long races, 
and the Targa is going to mean something 
in 1958”—one lap takes almost 50 minutes, 
even longer for the slower cars. Whenever 
a car appeared at the end of the straight, 
the organizers set off a rocket. The crowds 
would rouse themselves from their slum- 
bers in the sun and long grass, rush to the 
side of the road and cheer on the local 
favorites. Beer and the local “Marsala” 
wine flowed liberally all during the day, 
and by nightfall, when the race was draw- 
ing to a close, there were hordes of happy 
Sicilians almost throwing themselves in 
front of their own Luigi Musso. 

The first car went off at 6:30 in the 
morning, just as the sun was poking over 
the top of the harsh cruel-looking moun- 
tains that rear abruptly from the coast 
line. Thereafter, in forty second intervals, 
42 cars left the starting line. The big ones 
started last, in Mille Miglia tradition, with 
the lone green Aston sandwiched in be- 
tween the Ferraris. Musso started last, roar- 
ing off up the mountain, slipping his 
clutch brutally. Also like the Mille Miglia, 
it was a race against the clock and the first 
man to complete the total distance of 
1008 kilometers took home first place prize 
money of almost $9000. Moss immediately 
had a go at his 1955 record, and in doing 
so spun off, causing a loss of time in 
changing a wheel. The Aston lasted ex- 
actly 414 laps, but in those laps Moss made 
the Aston work; he set a new lap record 
for the course of 63.6 miles per hour. But 
the Aston’s gear box packed up and he 
was out. 


The Targa sensation was Jean Behra, 
driving the Porsche RSK superbly to sec- 
ond overall. Behra easily had the car in 
3rd place early, and then began to threaten 
the Hawthorn-Trips Ferrari that had lost 
time when Trips crashed into a wall up 
in the mountains. Behra’s teammate, Scar- 
latti, found himself driving a Porsche for 
the first time, but he did very well, lapping 
only a minute or two less than the French 
champion. Behra was convinced that had 
he been teamed with Moss, they would 
have won the ’58 Targa out-right. But as 
it turned out, the Musso-Gendebien 3 liter 
Ferrari managed to stay in front for the 
entire race, despite brake trouble towards 
the end. Both Musso and Gendebien are 
experts at open road racing, Gendebien 
having won the Giro di Sicilia, a Targa- 
like event, several years ago, and they took 
the difficult Targa in their stride. 

However, Ferrari didn’t have it all his 
own way. Peter Collins put his 3 liter into 
second place, but Phil Hill spun it off on 
some gravel, losing almost a half hour in 
extricating himself from a ditch and chang- 
ing damaged wheels. The Munaron-Seidel 
car retired on its final lap when Seidel 
overdid things a bit and left the road. 

The Targa Florio cinched the ’58 sports 
car crown for Ferrari and was significant 
in that respect. But also significant, is that 
he can build such a rugged, well-handling 
race car that will stay together under such 
appalling conditions. The only fly in the 
ointment is that there is a small, silver 114 
liter German bomb coming up fast from 
behind. But Ferrari is no fool. Undoubt- 
edly he had already looked in his rear view 
mirror. 

Jesse L. Alexande) 


Behra finished a close 
second with diminu- 
tive Porsche, well 
and truly breaking 
up Ferrari parade. 


Though never running up fron 
Moss made day’s fastest la/ 
in the Aston-Martir 


Phil Hill (left) and Peter 
Collins again shared a 3.0 
liter Ferrari but didn’t 
manage to repeat their 
Sebring and Caracas wins. 































































on 
la 


‘ti? 








STROM TR 


(Continued from page 23) 


that I did a lot of driving with the chil- 
dren and a lot of uneconomical driving, 
because I was runnig it in low gear at high 
speed just to see what it would do. I asked 
them to fill it up because it looked pretty 
low. I expected the final bill to be a lot. 
But my bill for gas for that length of time 
and that much driving was $2.19 for 34 
cents-a-gallon gas. It was a highly econom- 
ical car. When I drove a conventional-shift 
Detroit car, I attempted to keep it in high 
all the time to conserve gas. With this car 
you are constantly shifting because of the 
local terrain around here, hills and curves 
and what-have-you and in-town driving. 
It would seem to me that the car would 
have eaten up an awful lot of gas by the 
time I went near a gas station. I think 
Gladys put another dollar’s worth in it in 
the three weeks we had it 

[Gladys] 


told me that someone came in with a 


[he man in the gas station 


car similar to ours and put in a dime’s 
worth of gas to get him home. It will do 
it! I was apologizing for spending only a 
dollar because that’s all the money I had. 
He said, “Don’t worry, lady. A_ fellow 
came in yesterday and got a dime’s worth, 
just enough to get him home!” 

[Phil] For the three weeks, with both 
Gladys and I driving it, we spent $3.19 on 
gas. This is at 34 cents a gallon, Connecti- 
cut regular gas prices. We normally would 
use ten or twelve dollars worth of gas. I 
usually give the man a five dollar bill and 
get change — no bills and very little change 
at that — per week on the car that I drive 
to the station 


How did you like the handling of the 
car when you first picked it up and over 
the period of time you drove it. 





Well, I think Gladys had the same re- 
action I did. The first day that I checked 
her out on it, she suddenly said: “It feels 
like a kiddy car”, and then later on, when 
I took it and she drove the Ford, she said 
it felt like the steering wheel was too big! 
With the TR, it’s fingertip control. When 
you get into a large car again, you feel as 
though you are swaying in it. There is a 
heaviness that you are not even sure you 
want, as far as the steering goes. I found 
it particularly true in the snow 

\s you know, we had what the papers 
said was the worst storm in twenty-eight 
years up here. [here was seven feet of snow 
in the driveway and obviously, I couldn't 
push it through that. But when I finally 
got it out, it handled beautifully on the 
snow. In fact, I hit the brakes and it had 
traction. | don’t know why, it doesn’t have 
snow tires. And there was the night we 
came home from dinner. We came home 
the night the storm started; it had been 
snowing for about six hours and as far as 
1 am concerned it was just like driving on 
dry pavement. I couldn’t get stuck. Every 
time I wanted some power I stepped on 
the gas, and possibly that lack of powe 
you spoke about doesn’t spin the wheels 


I don’t know what the reason is, but it 
handled 
storm. 


beautifully during that snow 


(Continued on page 64) 






































Cham pions ! 


Choice of The World's Foremost Champion 
Drivers In International Racing Competition 























SUPER PROTECTOR 60 iiiust.) 


Finest quality laminated shatter-proof glass 
lenses in 2-sections for full and undistorted 
wide-angle vision. Large, conforming thick 
soft rubber face-pads with foam rubber lin- 
ing for extreme comfort in long endurance 
races. Anti-fogging vents. Easily adjustable 
bridge and elastic headband. Brass with 
heavy chromium finish frame. Strong chrome 
plated aluminum carrying case. Choice of 
clear and green color lenses. 1495 


PROTECTOR 34 


Similar to Super Protector 60 but without 
adjustable bridge. With soft case. TH95 
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PROTECTOR 27 


Finest optical quality, curved wide-vi- 
sion shatter-proof lenses, form fitted 
to face contour. Tubular rubber face- 
pads with anti-fogging air vents. 
Easily adjustable bridge and elastic 
headband. Brass with ium finish 
frame. Compact chrome-plated alu- 
minum carrying case. Choice 735 
of clear and green lenses. 



































Mail orders get fast action. No C.O.D. Prices include postage. 
For orders to New York City add 3% Tax. Dealer inquiries invited. 


BUTTAFARRI CORPORATION 452 Fitth avenue, New York 18, N.Y. 


British Motor Corp. PARTS 


+ . 





of all orders 
filled from our 
own stock! 


This is the past six months 
record of our parts 
department 


if you are unable to get a BMC part 
for MORRIS — MG or AUSTIN-HEALEY 
— TRY US 


ALL ORDERS SENT WITHIN 
24 HOURS OR LESS 


THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL! 
CARPETS 


Morris Minor—complete— 

black set 18.50 
MG—TD and TF—drivers—passenger 

and gear box set 19.95 


TC drivers and passengers 11.95 


TRY US FOR SERVICE! 


British Motor Car 











Distributors, Ltd 
1800 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 








































RACING FANS —rwenry-rour 
HOURS AT LE MANS is like no other 
book about auto racing you’ve 
ever seen. Thrilling, colorful, au- 
thentic, it’s a story written by 
J. A. GREGOIRE, the famous 
Frenchman who first raced at Le 
Mans in 1927, when he drove a 
Tracta, one of the first front- 
wheel-drive cars. In 1952 he in- 
vented the first French gas tur- 
bine racing car. In his exciting 
novel a revolutionary turbine- 
engined car competes against the 
piston jobs in Europe’s great en- 
durance contest. It’s a novel filled 
with the color and roar of 60 
high-speed cars, the smoke and 
fumes of the repair pits, the 
carnival atmosphere of a cham- 
pagne-and-death contest. The 
action will grip you — and you'll 
get a wealth of inside tips on 
racing and racing cars! $3.50 at 
bookstores, or order TWENTY- 
FOUR HOURS AT LE MANS directly 
from the publisher (your money 
refunded if not satisfied). Write 
The John Day Company, Sales 
Office: 210 Madison Ave., New 
York 16, N. Y. 
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THE NEW HOME OF 
ISKENDERIAN RACING CAMS 


SS 
The Only American Manufacturer 


WITH FACILITIES FOR THE 
DESIGN AND PRODUCTION OF 


RACING CAMS for both, 
FOREIGN and AMERICAN 
SES 


CAMS and ENGINEERED KITS 
In Stock for the Following: 


JAGUAR 
AUSTIN-HEALEY 
VOLKSWAGEN 
PORSCHE 

e TR-2, TR-3 

e MGA, MG 

e VOLVO 


We also grind cams for 
other foreign cars. Write 
for specific information on 


Sj 
your car. (ni v4 


607 No. Inglewood Ave. 
Dept. SCI,. Inglewood, California 

















ROYZE, INC. 
DIRECT IMPORTERS 
Original and Replacement Equipment 
Wholesale - Retail 


VW Axle Boot — Split-type, American-long- 
lasting neoprene 


Uni-syn Multiple 
Carburetor 
Synchronizer 
Uni-syn, an instru- 
ment for balancing 
multiple carburetors 
of any type, down 
draft or side draft. 
© Sturdy construc- 
tion °* Positive 
float readings °* 
© Fits all carbu- 
retor sizes * En- 
thusiastically rec- 
ommended by users 
* No adaptors 
needed. 
No C.O.D.'s — Price ppd. $9.95 
Bosch Germany Automotive electrica y ey ° 
Schier ignition contacts * Carburetor Gasket Kits 
Engine Gasket Kits ¢ Oil Filter Cartridges « 
SWF windshield wiper equipment « 
Metric & Whitworth tools 
PLUS many other top brands 
Dealer Inquiries invited 
ROYZE, inc., 1010 N. La Brea, Inglewood, Calif. 
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when Ferraris wanted to qualify a man 
they’d pull as much of the rest of their 
team off the course as possible. It’s well 
known that an interruption of your line or 
tempo on one corner can cost an easy half 
second or more, and in an event where the 
seven fastest cars all fall inside two seconds 
it’s surprising that qualification attempts 
are not made with an empty track, as at 
Indianapolis. 

Most of the cars qualified this time dur- 
ing the second day’s early-morning session, 
when the air was cool and the track was 
dry. The Behra and Schell BRM’s, along 
with Graham Hill’s Lotus were the lone 
first-day qualifiers, and the BRM’s sat out 
the second day torn down in the shop. Be- 
cause of a Friday shower, heat and some 
misplaced oil Saturday’s track was un- 
pleasantly slick, so Moss and Von Trips 
deserve credit for turning their best times 
then. 

Thanks completely to the superb driv- 
ing of Brooks, plus that one lucky lap, 
Vanwalls were fastest. The ’58 edition is 
substantially as before, but with detail 
changes. To accommodate gasoline, the 
Bosch injection pump was left intact but 
provided with an altered metering linkage 
which cuts back on delivery and leans out 
the mixture at the top end. Previously the 
top end of the range was over-rich, which 
was tolerable with alcohol. There’s also a 
new cylindrical radiator header tank 
placed across the car just at the front of the 
engine hatch, and some routing changes to 
water flow. After remarkably long adher- 
ence to the original Norton tuned exhaust- 
pipe length, Vanwalls finally switched to 
the modern type of scavenging exhaust 
system. 

The Vanwall interpretation differs in 
that the main pipe actually ends at about 
the windscreen, the last section being much 
larger in diameter and vented at its front 
end to act as an expansion chamber. Ex- 
ternally the Vanwalls feature new Chap- 
man-designed lightweight wheels, which 
save six pounds per wheel at the back and 
twelve at the front (the extra six because 
knock-off hubs are eliminated at the 
front). As a control the Borranis were 
tried on one car the first day, and then 
disc on the back and wire on front, but 
the solid ones won out completely. 

Behra’s sincere confidence in the car, 
plus a new design well prepared, made 
BRM second fastest. They brought three 
cars: one old type, for Schell; one new but 
already raced in England, for Behra, and 
one brand spanking new car for practice 
and emergencies. This latter in fact was 
used by Harry in the race. The new cars 
have a very nice genuine space frame and 
a revised front suspension. Engines are 
also altered in detail—as witness the new 


valve covers—allowing the use of colossal 
58mm Webers on the new cars, as opposed 
to 52mm _ before. Bodywork has been 
polished up in detail, with the exhaust 
system carried lower than previously. Ron 
Flockhart was entered with BRM’s and 
practiced the first day, but subsequently 
turned his attention to Rob Walker’s spare 
Cooper with which, however, he was not 
able to qualify. 

Speaking of which, Coopers were the 
next fastest three cars. Brabham and Salva- 
dori were bracketed at 1’41” even, com- 
mendable for the lanky Roy since Brab- 
ham had the new (two made so far) 2.2 
liter Coventry-Climax, as against 1960 cc 
for the rest of these engines present. The 
2.2 also had twin-throat SU carbs, while 
the others ran Webers of various dimen 
sions. These Coopers are very much grown 
up Grand Prix cars, with their new coil- 
sprung front ends and additional stabi- 
lizing wishbone at the top in back. Their 
times are the more impressive in view of 
almost universal choking and sputtering 
around the tightest hairpins. 

As the fastest man for Ferraris, Haw- 
thorn kept his Dino 246 ahead of the 
other two Vanwalls on the grid. As usual 
there was a lot of experimentation going 
on, Amoratti and Tavone using their con- 
siderable experience to find the best bal- 
ance of tire pressures, ratios and carb 
settings for the track. Some ratios were 
switched after the first day, and Musso’s 
venturis and jets were changed at the pits 
on Friday. When they qualified Friday, all 
the cars were wearing the open-topped 
carb covers, but the closed ones were out 
again Saturday and were used in the race. 
Looks like a moot point. Of the four cars 
only Trips’ had the latest deep space-type 
chassis, but it had the 206 engine with 
naturally, smaller carbs. For the race, a 
full-bore 246 was installed. Musso and 
Collins had additional fuel tanks in the 
left of the cockpit, while only Collins and 
Von Trips had the new forged upper fron‘ 
wishbones. hey were all wearing the new 
helically-finned cast iron front brake 
drums. 

Well down the list but still ahead of th« 
best Maserati was Allison’s Lotus. His ca 
had Webers while Hill’s had SU’s, bot! 
of them having low-end pickup troubl 
even more severely than the Coopers. T' 
standardize components with the Lotu 
sports cars, Chapman fitted these cars wit! 
a hydraulic clutch operation system whic! 
looks very much out of place and whic! 
gave trouble on one car. The minute rea) 
mounted gearbox is as tiny and light a 
could be imagined, but its progressiy 
cycle-type shift was not universally be 
loved by the drivers. An AC mechanic: 
fuel pump is driven by this unit, simp! 
and cheaply. Che twin master brake cylit 
ders are mounted at the rear of the ca 
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and operated by a long rod in tension 
from the brake pedal—just isn’t room for 
them in front (very warm up there too) . 
Because of this setup it’s not possible to 
vary front/rear braking proportion by 
changing the balance bar, and Lotus brak- 
ing was not au point, so the Ferodo men 
are contemplating different linings fo1 
front and back for different courses. Front 
brake locking was seen frequently on the 
Slowest corners, especially on the slippery 
third day, and there was much filing and 
cleaning of shoes and pads. G.P. cars do 
not, of course, often have to brake to ex- 
tremely slow speeds, so this part of theit 
capabilities is easily neglected until courses 
like Monaco roll around. 

lhough Ugolini and the works mechan- 
ics were on hand, only two Maseratis 
made the field. This is no surprise as these 
are all ‘57 cars with only desultory develop- 
ment for gasoline fuel. There was much 
talk about the imminence of a new light- 





‘ot ct No “power-pack” or “performance kit” to buy when 
bet a car, however, which we — ARNOLT- BRISTOL you choose the race-ready Arnolt-Bristol Bolide. 
later in the season. In the meantime the I 


old 250F is still the best-looking Grand 
Prix car around and a mainstay for pri- 
vate owners. 
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ts Bristol engine is the ruggedest, most renowned 

BOLIDE 2 litre power plant in the world, designed, tuned, 

and bench-tested at the factory for full competition 

performance. But the Bolide is a round-the-clock 

$ sports car, as much at home at the supermarket or 
4250 country club as on the race course. Only the Arnolt- 

: i _ Bristol Bolide offers a race-proved engine and 
in racing trim chassis in a graceful Bertone body for a few hun- 


dred dollars more than run-of-the-mill sports cars. 


CHICAGO SALES SALONS 

East Ohio Street - 5840 North Broadway 
PARTS & SERVICE CENTERS 

North Lincoln Avenue - 415 East Erie Street 
















Master tuner Alf Francis: two in a row! 


A lot of the interest this year centered 
on the new Dunlop racing tires, which 
were fitted by everybody except Ferrari. 
They of course have Engleberts. It was 
amusing to note the contrast between the 
Dunlop representatives, armed with tread 
depth gauges, heat-measuring meters and 
saucepan-sized pressure gauges, and the 
Englebert man who casually thumbed the 
edge of the Ferrari treads after each run. 
Some of the pressures used in practice 
might be of interest: Vanwall 34 front, 
30 rear. BRM 30 front, 34 rear. Ferrari 34 
all around. Lotus 28 front, 23 rear (over- 


. ‘ dee. SMITHS' ! bow 
tired at front, by their own admission) . RADIO- POST MOTOR BOOKS NEE, oe 
Chese figures sound low but they’re natu- MOBILE. 125 S. First (Box 897), Arcadia 3, Calif 
rally adequate for these very stiff-carcassed Custom Please send immediately to my address in 
— . ‘ . the margin the books | have checked on 
racing casings. made in this form 

A final pleasing note was the appear- England to fit all Sports Cars. $69.50 C1 $5 Dusenberg, the Mightiest American 
ance in practice of Bruce Kessler at the ¢ ‘ f o$s wey eel Cord 
wheel of Paul Emery’s B-series Connaught. ¢ O $5 Model A Ford Service Bulletins 

ee ee Sree eee a aia Complete 

In just ee laps, his first time on this car SUN VISORS VW HINGE-PIN C $3 Antique Automobile Body Construc- 
or course, Bruce got down to a commend- 5 T tion and Restoration 
able 1’50”. On the second day the Con- “ys we - MIRROR OC $3 Model T Ford in Speed and Sport 
‘ a ae etoney allies " T.D., TF. e 'Frese'’ — Right OC $3 Glass Fiber Auto Body Construction 
naught had mag drive troubles, and it was "A" Coupe. and Left. Simplified ; 
not fast enough to qualify in any case, but $6.95 ca $3.00 es. 0 $3 a the Complete 
Bruce's good showing caught the attention ¢ For TR 2 and 0 $3 Custom Soe, heCustom Builder's Bible 
and interest of Scuderia Centro-Sud. He TR 3. $7.95 ee CO $2 Blue Book of Custom Restyling 


now has a bid to try their Maseratis soon 
at Modena, and may be with the team dur- 









LOOK FOR THE POST MARK ON 
MOTOR BOOKS OF SIGNIFICANCE 


Now at the CHECKPOINT 


& a No matter what special cars you 
' Only with perfectly love most, a perfectly maintained 


clean plugs can you Model A Ford can well be your 


get the best from knockabout hobby car. Original 
yourengine! Useyour factory service bulletins cover 
before TECHNIBLASTER everything for this hobby-within 
and sand blast your your-regular-hobby, and now 
e own spark plugs with they're available in book form. 
: Carborundum Grit. 


Operated by hand MODEL A FORD 
pump or compressor. SERVICE 
$6.95 BULLETINS 
alter COMPLETE 
$5 pp. 




























































eee (cash, check, money- 
order) in full payment. If | am not more 
than pleased | may return any book within 


(Please specify make, model and year of 
car when ordering.) 









ing the rest of the season. Let’s hope so. 
With Hill, Shelby, Gregory and Kessler 
over here the pits at Spa may soon look 
like Riverside. Now let’s get some cars 





going for these guys! { | P-O. Box 199, Farmingdale, New Jersey 





ten days for a complete refund. (Please, no 
C.0.D. requests.) 
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for all 
sports 
wear 


pr. weighs 
ozs. 


HAND-SEWN CHUKKA MOC 


Exclusive new styling . . . plus sensitive control 
of foot pedals. Ankle & foot protection for sports, 
driving & active leisure wear. Your feet won't tire 

in these lightweight, cool & flexible 4” moccasins 

Special new Mishimoc oil tanned leather cradles 

the foot. Cord crepe cushion sole. No break-in 
required 


Gunstock Brown color in all poir 
reg. sizes & widths for men. $14.5 postpaid 


FREE big new CATALOG 


America’s most distinctive sports car 
clothing. Driving gloves, sweaters, 
English car coats, boots for men & 

women. 


Norm Thompson 


1311 N. W. 21st «+ Portland 9, Oregon 








GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 
and you too Mr. Scratches!!! 


begone forever, you've met 
your *‘MATCH.’’ 


Over 120 scientifically 
blended colours of ‘*‘“MATCH*’ 
touch-up are available for 
the Jaguar, MG, Renault, 
Hillman, VW, Mercedes-Benz, 
Triumph, Austin-Healey, Etc. 


Easy to apply ‘‘MATCH’’ 
touch-up comes ready to use 
with a brush-in-cap for only 


= seemueeee $1.25. 


It is now available nationally through sports car 
dealers and auto supply stores. For further infor- 
mation write to 

PHILIP-SANFORD & CO. 


Brown Sta. 


Box 68 
Brooklyn 12, N. Y. 














JUST PLAIN 


RSS 
- <=; 





The first, the one and only all-VW_ ccrioon 
book. From the shaggy dog pen of Dick Kohler 
comes this gem in Volkswagen humor. Money 
refunded if you and your friends don‘t laugh 


like crazy. 
$2.50 Postpaid 


SEN-SELL SPECIALTIES Dept. V 
11 Longworth St., Dayton, O. 














SEBRING 
OFFICIAL RESULTS (nine detailed pages) also 
48-page Official Program, and Historical 
Cavalcade prize-winners. 
All for $1.00 P.P. Limited Supply. 
A. E. ULMANN, Race Director, 
342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 











AC 


(Continued from page 54) 


hose under your very nose. Smoking, both 
during and for quite awhile after fillups, 
would naturally have been suicidal. Too, 
if the fillercap was inadvertently put back 
insecurely, your next sharp acceleration 
burst was liable to dislodge it and slosh a 
gallon of Shell into your lap. 

With occasional exceptions, production 
A.C.s had quite a respectable power, 
weight ratio, being almost invariably light 
for their size and passenger capacity, and 
also usually powerful in relation to piston 
displacement. The latter point is illus- 
trated by the output claimed for a sports 
edition of the 2 litre six as far back as 
1925, namely 60 bhp at 4000 rpm. In 1958 
the direct descendant of this evergreen 
movement gives 85 at four-five. 

In body building, as well as chassis and 
running gear, A.C. took care to keep 
weight down. In the early ’20s all produc- 
tion bodies were panelled entirely in alu- 
minum, and the same material predomi- 
nated in later ranges of coachwork. Some 
of the race and record breaking Dittonware 
of around thirty-five years ago was really 
conspicuous for the spideriness of its con- 
struction, and ethical sticklers could scarce 
conceal their distaste when, one time in 
1922, A.C. sent a team of record aspirants 
to Brooklands with only one gear in that 
St. Vitus-inspired box on the back axle. In 
1924, Jack Joyce’s special 114 litre hill- 
climber, complete with four speeds, scaled 
as little as 860 pounds, ready to roll. An 
anonymous Ditton archivist of the period 
kept a meticulous typewritten record of 
the week by week performances of, and 
developments to, these historic competi- 
tion A.C.s, and the relevant entry recalls 
that the Joyce sprinter used magnesium 
pistons. Further notes add: “Engine parts 
drilled for lightness, also clutch . . . gears 
and axles generally lightened throughout”. 
These hillclimb machines featured in- 
board brake drums at the back, exposed 
half shafts, locked diffs and markedly 
crabbed treads. 

The moderate weight of the generality 
of the inter-war A.C.s, racing and stock 
types both, was naturally reflected in good 
stopping powers by the standards of the 
period, even if the design of the braking 
systems themselves usually left a few things 
to be desired. Weller and his successors, 
moreover, had the honesty to admit the 
possibility of lapses in brake adjustment 
between the outset and finish of a journey; 
so a feature of all stock models for many 
years was a wing-nut brake adjuster lo- 
cated just above the running board on the 
driver’s side, which could be reached and 
twiddled without stopping the car. On the 
subject of his products’ brakes, Edge him- 
self suffered from strange delusions. In a 
letter to one of the motoring magazines he 
claimed you could stop faster with the 
clutch disengaged, or in neutral, than with 
the wheels and engine connected — “be- 
cause with modern four-wheel brakes a car 
can be stopped so rapidly that it is at a 
standstill before the engine can slow 
down”. 

Unfortunately, ail trace seems to be lost 
of the most interesting and ambitious de- 


REUPHOLSTER with a BRUSH! 


RAM@OTE 
may 
FINISHES 


Restores — Colors new interiors. You can 

Protects Leather 
Leatherette or 
Vinyl Plastic 


Renew dull, 
leather or Vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, side- 
panels will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 
change color too! 
applied brush or 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


Easily, 
spray 


(not a paint) impregnates 
leather or Vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Won't chip. or 
peel. Fadeproof—waterproof 
Write for free information, 
color chart, and dealer loca- 


tion. 


RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69 St. 
Chicago 21, 111. Dept. SC-8 
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Be ak. q B 
Sadek BARS 


We corry in stock the largest selection of imported badge bars and 
badge holding devices in the world. From as little as 85¢ to $18. 50, 
postpaid. Send for free illustrated catalogue 


WILCO P.O. Box 1128 Rochester 3, N.Y. 














INTERNATIONAL DRIVING PLATES 

ou Imported, Solid aluminum— 

Black letters on white back- 

ground. Also available: “‘D" 

—Deutschland; ““GB''—Great 

Britain; ‘‘F''—France; ‘‘I''— 

Italy. $2.00 each, postpaid, 

Money back guarantee. Send 

‘ cash, check or money order 


to: 
CONTINENTAL TAGS, 22 Chester Drive, Yonkers, W. Y. 








AVERAGE SPEED TABLES 


Simple tables in pocket-size book instantly give 
correct time for distance covered. 10.0 to 50.9 

PH range. Features odometer error compen- 
sation, easy speed changes, and kilometer and 
knot conversions. Now in second printing! 


$3.00 postpaid. 
POLART 


20115 Goulburn Ave. Detroit 5, Mich. 











® RALLYE EQUIPMENT @¢ 

NEW SUPREME RALLY INDICATOR — 9” Dial, 
25” seale, highest quality and accuracy. Each mile 
numbered to 60. With leather case.................. 14 
NEW IMPROVED DUAL ELECTRIC COUNTER — 
Push button reset — dash or clipboard mount — 
weighs 17 oz. Fits any car. Complete...... 

6” Rally Indicator with leather case... $8.50 
Stop-watch holder with screws $2.50, with board 
clip $3.50. 

All items postpaid with check or M.O. Write today. 

Stevens Engineering Co., (Dept. S) 
2421 Military Ave., W. Los Angeles 64, California 











DUAL CARB MANIFOLDS 
@ Uses stock VW Carburetors and air cleaners. 
@ Fits VW sedan, Ghia Coupe, and truck. 
@ $48.00 prepaid. 
Write for free brochure 
Oo. W. DIETZ ENGINEERING CO. 
28749 Fioeral . Roseville, Michigan 














Specialists in Service for 
Jaguar - MG & Austin-Healey 
Now Specializing in 
LANCIA 


OSSIE & REG 


5406 West Washington Bivd., Los Angeles 16 
WE 4-2665 





dest and Largest 


hwest's ( 


nstitute for Imr ban 


THOROUGHBRED 
CAR COMPANY 


820 N. BROADWAY ¢ OKLAHOMA CITY 
M G » MORRIS « AUSTIN-HEALEY » JAGUAR + ROLLS-ROYC 












































































































































































































































sign for a high performance engine that 
was ever stamped with the initials A.C. 
This was presumably the creation of one 
Sidney Smith, formerly a Napier associate 
of Edge, who became A.C.’s chief engineer 
somewhere around 1922. It was a 114 litre 
six measuring 60 by 88 mm., with two in- 
clined valves per cylinder, an alloy block 
and detachable head, dual ohc driven by 
a single chain at the rear of the block, a 
built-up crank with ball bearing mains 
and roller bigends, double volute valve 
springs to minimize stem length, valves 
hollowed almost up to the cotters for light- 
ness, and a Roots blower coupled directly 
to the crank nose. Engine oil was cooled 
by a system of copper air pipes running 
through the sump, front and back. Power 
expectation was well over 100 bhp at be- 
tween six and seven thousand a minute. 
This elegant dish was designed early in 
1926, and at least one was actually built; 
but how it made its way in the world, if 
at all, isn’t clear. Even R. G. Henderson’s 
informative little book, The History of 
A.C. Cars Ltd., makes no reference to it. 
Appearing, as it did, only about a year be- 
fore the toughest financial kampf that 
Edge ever had on his hands — the 1927 
crisis recalled earlier — it may well be that 
S.F.E. just patted Smith consolingly on the 
back and told him to shelve his expensive 
opus for awhile and get ahead with work 
that might put some money in the bank. 


The Hurlocks, upon whom the A.C. 
mantle fell in the year 1930, weren’t 
butchers, weren’t pig breeders, weren't 


café owners — they were engineers. (Not 
that their butchering, hog raising and café 
owning predecessors had made such a bad 
shot at marque-building, if we overlook 
the fact that in the long run they couldn't 
make the business pay). The Hurlocks, 
we repeat, were engineers, of a practical, 
down to earth cast. Moreover, they knew 
what they wanted and had a shrewd idea 
of what their public wanted and were pre- 
pared to pay for it. Needing no Act of 
Parliament to sever them from leftover 
concepts that had been putting the brake 
on A.C. prosperity for anything up to two 
decades, the Hurlocks, less than two years 
after hanging up their hats in Edge’s office, 
threw the stern gearbox and the disc hand- 
brake and the quarter-elliptic springs 
bodily out of the window. The era of 
rationalisation had come to Ditton. 

The rest you probably know, or anyway 
the part that’s worth knowing; except per- 
haps for the inconsequential fact that A.C., 
in a separate plant on a Thames island 
a couple of miles from Ditton, built diesel 
trains for the railroads of the world; or 
the equally inconsequential fact that 
Vauxhall, before they were taken over by 
General Motors Corporation in 1925, held 
a controlling interest in A.C. No doubt 
figuring that what was good enough for 
G.M. would be good enough for him, Edge 
celebrated Vauxhall’s new Anglo-U.S. lease 
m life by buying all the stock he could lay 
hands on in the resurgent Vauxhall com- 
»any. Indeed, it may well have been the 
subsequent proceeds of this well-timed 
nvestment that, in 1927, enabled him to 
.cquire personally the entire assets and 
‘fects of the semiprostrate A.C. firm, 
which just shows that wheels revolve with- 
n wheels in other spheres besides eppicy- 
lic gears. 

Dennis May 


In official tests observed by the California 
Traffic Safety Foundation, 2 SIMCA cars 
delivered 42.6 MPG. The run was from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles, 383.4 miles. 
They used exactly 9 gallons of regular 
gasoline. Tremendous performance by the 
Economy King, the 4 door family-size 





Sales and Service 
Throughout America. 
Overseas Delivery, too! 


SIMCA. And the price? A happy surprise! 


SIMCA, INC., 445 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 








corvette, t-bird, mercedes, alfa romeo, 
porsche, jag, MG, austin healey, others, 
late model american convertibles 


write for illus. brochure 


ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO 
1454 Lincoln Blvd./Santa Monica 6/Calit 
phone EXbrook 3-0316 











PERSONAL IMPORT SCHEME 
DO YOU WANT A CLASSIC FROM ENGLAND? 


We can have one specially selected from any 
available, restored in our Works in England as 
desired, and shipped to your nearest Port at an 
inclusive price. The cost? Unrestored prices from:— 
M.G.PA $750.00, Morgan 3-wheeler $750.00, Rolls 
Royce $1000.00, SS100 $1500.00 etc., etc. 
Write for details stating make, model, and pro- 
posed outlay. By return you will hear exactly 
what to expect for the money you wish to spend. 
11 West 42nd Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
LOngacre 3-4197 




























ACCESSORIES INTERNATIONAL 
1931 Blake Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 











TRANSPORTER 
Sports Car Trailer 


designed for all American 
and Foreign cars 


The Transporter one-wheel utility 
trailer is completely collapsible . . . 
folds up into compact unit that can 
be stored in trunk of car, in garage 
or folded in collapsed position on 
car bumper. The Transporter Trailer 
is constructed of tubular steel, with 
horizontal springing... weighs 100 
Ibs., has a 750 Ib. load capacity. 
$ sk Write today for 

129 ory FREE BROCHURE 


BO SPSS Ce eseee ¢ ©6466 CCHS EEE SO OS OO 


$14950 4, 


tolitelottiel(-Meles 


When ordering give year 
ond make of car 














EXPECTING A CHECK? You'll get it quicker if 


you give your postal delivery zone number . 
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THE PERFECT IDEA FOR 


ENTHUSIAST ENTERTAINING 


Set of 8 sparkling Libbey safedge 12 oz. tum- 
blers bearing multicolored embiem, picture, 
and crest of 


M.G.A.; TRIUMPH; AUSTIN-HEALEY; 
PORSCHE; JAGUAR; FERRARI; 
MERCE: BENZ AND SIMCA 


set of eight only $545 postpaid 


SPORT ENTERPRISES 
98 ONETA RD. ROCHESTER 17, N. Y. 











Do-It-Yourself PLASTIC 
LAMINATING 


Se ore g pert 
caros | pees [ravers 








New, instant laminating plas- 
tie sheets will permanently 


7 
preserve your important cards 
and papers. PLAIN-VU_ is 
100% transparent; guaranteed & ae 


not to discolor, harden or 
deteriorate. No machines, heat 
or glue is required. Fascinat- 
ing new process cuts lami- 
nating costs as much as 75% 
IDEAL FOR PHOTOS—Favorite snapshots, clippings, 
ID’s will never crack, tear, or wrinkle imbedded in 
crystal clear PLAIN-VU 
ORDER NOW-—Jr. Kit—10 sheets (3” x 4”) only Py 
postpaid. Jumbo Introductory Kit—10 sheets 3” x 
6 sheets 6” x 8”, 2 sheets 10” x 12”—only $4.50 Se 
paid. Satisfaction “guaranteed—from 
MISS CECELIA FEENEY 
Dept. D. P.O. Box 367, Lakota, N. D. 











ONLY ‘17.47 A MONTH 


PUTS YOU IN A YEARS-AHEAD + 


*‘Dream’ Sports Car! 


Smart, Low, Racy Eurepean-Styled FIBER- 
GLAS SPORTS BODY Easily “Slips-On" 
Any Chassis. 4-Bedies to fit all cars 
up to 118” W.B. $295. & $495. EASY 
CREDIT TERMS. 


FREE! Send 25¢ for Phote-Packed 


“CAR-A-LOG” (Refundabie) 


ALMQUIST ‘Mitroro, Pa. 
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EXTERIOR DOOR OPENER $6.85 pair 
¢ One Finger Operation 


d Efficiency Gracefully Expressed » 
¢ Easily Installed 


C & F ENGINEERING CO. 





179 Coldspring St., New Haven, Conn. 








STROM TR 
(Continued from page 59) 


Once, at the station, there was about a 
twenty foot stretch of deep snow, and I 
got about fifteen feet into it and the car 
just stopped. I felt sort of stupid, because 
the people on the platform were watching 
me and thinking that same thing. I 
couldn’t get through it, so the only thing 
I could do was back out. I put it in re- 
verse and I just backed up. When you start 
going one way you don’t suddenly back 
out like you are on dry ground. But I did! 


Che 

Parking-wise, because of the size of the 
car. I would normally have parked a good 
block from the station in nearly every 
instance because of the size of my own car, 
and I could put this one in the snow, 
where other people couldn’t. They'd get 
stuck. Also the size, obviously. 

One morning, because there were no 
parking places except one, I looked at it 
and I thought, “Well, I can’t get in there, 
but I am’going to try”. I not only got in, 
I opened the door and didn’t hit the car 
next to me because I pulled up far enough 
so I didn’t block his door. When I came 
home that night there was no sign of any- 
one having any trouble but it was within 
ten feet from where I boarded the train. 
Ten feet from the platform, and ap- 
parently a big car couldn’t get in! 


biections 


ti} 


e space that in il 

It gives sort of a bump-board type ride 
because of its wheelbase, but it is not a 
rough ride. For a long extended tour I 
would load it down with luggage. Im- 
mediately you have four people, you im- 
prove the ride, it’s so light. 


ISS OF any speed 
uu put more people i? 
it make any difference? 

No. I didn’t drive it with that many 
people in it. I drove it with three adults 
and three children — seven of us with the 
kids. You put seven people in any auto- 
mobile and you are crowding it unless it 
is a limousine. But they actually got quite 
a kick out of it and we got them in. I 
didn’t notice any appreciable drop in per- 
formance. I also drove to Bridgeport down 
the parkway at the legal sixty in perfect 
comfort with three adults. I didn’t notice 
any difference in the handling. 


conveniences that you 
yuld use that won’t neces- 
the price too much, since 


»f the economy) 


Difference in the door latches. I found 
that frequently when we slammed the door 
it locked, just from slamming it. The 
pedals should be wider and spread further 
apart. Just an inch maybe. In other words, 
just put a bend or an angle in the stem 
going in. I have a good sized foot and when 


I drove it around on weekends I was using 
sport shoes, with heavy soles. 

I [Gladys] had a little trouble, too, espe- 
cially when I had flat shoes on. I had no 
trouble at all with heels, but I don’t wea 
heels too much around here. I noticed it 
too when I had my loafers on. There 
wasn’t the feeling of space between the 
pedals. A secure feeling that when you put 
your foot down you are going to get the 
right pedal. 

Now, John, I want to ask you a woman’s 
question. What about colors? I have never 
seen these little sedans in interesting 
colors. They all seem to be in very drab 
greys, tams and pea greens. In the pam- 
phlet — they have cream and red. I have 
never seen one around here and there are 
an awful lot of them around. I think it 
would certainly pick them up a little better 
if they put them out in reds and blues and 
yellows. 

Incidentally, while 1 think of it, as a 
compliment to the automobile itself, the 
interior startled me. I didn’t expect to find 
it so luxurious an interior, from an up- 
holstery standpoint. I mean I saw cars with 
kid leather upholstery. They have luxur- 
ious interiors that weren’t flashy .. . the 
TR by comparison to some of them would 
be cheap, but in comparison to the aver- 
age ... what can you expect in a jeep-typ¢ 
vehicle. Instead, it is an expensive type 
with ribbing in the back that cost a 
little money. 


H I e storage space 


I was amazed at the size of the trunk; 
it is probably three-quarters as large as 
the largest car on the road today. As far 
as storage space goes, we hauled twenty- 
two cases of six pack soda bottles. I was 
amazed. I just didn’t expect that much 
room in there. This would make a wonder- 
ful car for someone who belonged to a 
country club, particularly the man who 
wanted to play golf on a Saturday morn- 
ing and didn’t want to wheel out the big 
station wagon. Just throw in some clubs 
and take off. 


How did you like the handling, Glad) 

The first night I went out with Phil I 
was scared to death. I thought, “Oh boy, 
keep this thing on the road”. But afte: 
you have driven it, it has a wonderful 
feeling of holding onto the road. You like 
the feel? I do. 


How about in-traffic driving 

We drove out here today with Len 
(Grifing) driving that automobile. I don’! 
know how often he looked at the road, and 
I didn’t care. But he drove that thing ir 
traffic in New York, and if you like t 
move around in traffic he proved that i 
can be done. All you do is move the gea 
shift. But he also drove that afternooi 
in New York on that parkway and it neve 
sounded as if the car was working. 


/f you vere 


second ca 


thinking about 


2 buying 
, a Station car, or something lik 
that, would you think seriously now, afte 
you have been with this car, of buyin 
such a car rather than another standa 


coupe, like your Chevy? 


































1 would, by all means. Then I will add 
very honestly that I wouldn’t have before. 
I'll put it this way. You are working 
against a prejudice. You picked people to 
answer that question who would be more 
prejudiced against imports than anybody 
else, because our home is Detroit. And as 
far as | am concerned, foreign cars are a 
stinkeroo. It hurts our industry back in 
Detroit. 













What is the matter with Detroit? Why 
doesn’t Detroit make something like this? 

Well they better do it. When I lived in 
Detroit, nobody would think of owning a 
foreign car. They were taboo. Nobody eve 
said anything, but it was ridiculous. You 
would buy the product from the plant 
that you were working in. It only made 
This one sells for $1700, with the 
heater. In other words, this is all. A radio 
would be a luxury, but this is all you need. 


sense. 


If you were to buy a second car now, 
where would you put your dollars? 

I would rather put the money into a 
IR because it is the one car I know, and 
from comments I have heard, I think it is 
as good as any. It is different, and the kids 
are crazy about it. They think it is won- 
derful, and so do we. 


What are your impressions, Gladys? 

Well John, I am not very mechanically 
minded, but I enjoyed driving it. I felt 
like Alice in Wonderland with a gear shift. 
I was so conscious of everything else around 
me being so big, and concentrating on the 
silly gear shift and not knowing too much 
about reverse; but I learned, and then pro- 
ceded to show off for the children. That 
was the third day. I was showing off for 
the children! And I don’t have much more 
to say except that I enjoyed driving it. 


Did you use it for shopping? 
I used it just for local shopping. Well, I 
am a shopper John. I go to the kid’s les- 
sons, the Brownies and shopping and that’s 









about all to it; dentist and you know, very 
short trips. 
















Did you find the car useful for that? 
Extremely. 















How did your Ford feel after the TR? 

Saturday was the first time we had driven 
n the Ford since we took the TR, and the 
steering wheel felt like it should be in 
1 boat or a truck, and each of us almost 
put our feet through the floor boards 
ooking for the clutch. 








Do you have an specific gripes? 

Just the pedals. Also, some of the little 
sadgets were kind of hard to manage. The 
hoke was kind of stuck. And I would like 
i water temperature gauge. 





fd. note: That was all of it that space 
vermits, but there is more — much more 
m that 45 minutes worth of tape. From an 
tutomaker’s point of view it would be 
vorth paying some attention. — Ed. 









Now—for the first time—you 

can own a personal copy of a big 70- 
page catalog of Solex Carburetors 
and parts compiled expressly 

for American owners of imported 
motor cars! Every owner and 
service organization will want one. 


Send check or money order 


$3.00 post paia 






jf] AUTOMOTIVE 
DIVISION 


aan Ot 


COMPLETE 
CATALOG OF 


SOLE X 


CARBURETORS AND 


SERVICE PARTS 





SOLEX Carburetors are 
precision built to deliver 

the ultimate in “Se 
efficient carburetion. 


ARNOLT CORPORATION, 


Warsaw, Indiana 
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QUALITY PISTONS 


The nation’s oldest 








custom and stock aluminum 
racing pistons 


ALL TYPES — ALL SIZES 
Write for literature 














Factory: 2662 Lacy St 
Los Angeles 31, Calif 





and foremost manufacturer of 


CApitol 5-8177 





FOR REALLY CLEAR 
SIDE CURTAINS 


of convertibles. 


CERBINI PLASTIC CLEANER 


dust. Won’t scratch or soften the surface. 
like magic to dissolve awa 
and stains. Non-flammable. 
quiries Invited.) 


MAIL TWO DOLLARS, YOUR NAME, ADDRESS TO: 
CERBINI LABORATORIES, INC. 






Here is the long-sought cleaner for plastic side 
curtain windows of sports cars and rear windows 


Does the job safely, surely and quickly on vinyl 
os. Plexiglas and Lucite windshields, etc. 
t’s non-crazing, anti-static and leaves no — 

orks 


cloudy, opaque film 


Write today for 
half-pint can. Just $2.00 postpaid. (Dealer In- 


P. 0. BOX 2029, GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NEW YORK 

















NEW 





























see these items 
at your dealers 





Manufactured By 
ACCESSORY ENGINEERING 
P. O. BOX 415, MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
Dealers Inquiries Invited 


ITEM FOR MGA & TR3 


CONTINENTAL KiT—increase 


luggage space (TR3 re- 
move separation between luggage compartment & tire 
well) improve appearance—easy to install—made of 
structural steel tubing—heavily chrome plated—holds 
wheel rigidly in place—specify wire or disc wheels—fits 
MGA & TR3 only—$29.50. 


TIRE COVERS—3 Ply De Luxe Fabric—18 months guar- 
antee—100% waterproof—colors: white, black, green, 
blue or tan—$9.95. 


LUGGAGE RACKS—removable—no holes to drill—ideal for 
vacations or week end trips—consists of triple chrome 
plated tubular steel frame and 4 sturdy finished hard- 
wood slats—sits on 4 large rubber suction cups & held 
in place with 6 web straps—(MGA Austin Healey & 
Triumph $24.75) (Corvette $27.50) (T-Bird $29.75). 


OTHER ITEMS—MGA-Grille Guard $18.75—Flap Stays 
$3.95 pr.—MGA Front Lic. Plate Bracket $1.75—Morris 
Minor Gear Shift Extension $1.95—Univ. Front & Rear 
Lic. Plate Bracket $2.50—Light Relocation Bracket $.95 
—Austin Healey Badge Bar $9.95—Honknik $4.95-MGA 
Floor Mats $9.95 (3 pc. set $13.95) Gas Plate $2.95. 


Add 4%, Tax in Calif. 
Sorry, No C.O.D. 


Prices includes Postage 
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SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


AUGUST ’58 











RATE: 25¢ per word. Minimum 15 words. Oct. 
issue closes gate 18th. Send orders and re- 


mittance to: SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED, 
1 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 17. 








In the Fall 





FOR SALE 

JAGUAR owners, Healey owners: Stainless Steel 

Flexible Exhaust Tubing Permanent replacement 

between exhaust pipe and muffler. Complete 

with heavy-duty clamps. Healey $5.50. Jaguar 
$5.95 (modified requires two) postpaid. an- 

tity inquiries invited from dealers. Wilco, P. O. 

Box 1128-S, Rochester 3, N. Y. 

GOVERNMENT Sells—Surplus Boats; LST’s; 

LCVP’s; Aircrafts; Helicopters; Jeeps; Trucks; 

Tractors; Radiotelephones; Misc.—Buy direct now 

from U. S. Government—‘‘Depot List & Pro- 

cedure’ $1.00—Brody, Box 8-SC, Sunnyside 4, 

New York. 

CROSLEY Special! Full instructions for building 
‘our own 750 cc Class H sports car, at low cost. 
ingine modifications, right-hand drive conver- 

sion, tread widening, tube frame drawings! Send 

wr Sportscar, Box 711-G, Columbus 7 

io. 

BRITISH Helmets. Famous Skulgarde. White 

leather finish. Flexible peak, Fiber glass cork 

construction. Superb British workmanship. Mar- 
velous importation value, $13.75 postpaid. Men- 
tion size. 16602 Parthenia, Sepulveda, Calif. 

MAGNIFICENT full color prints. World Fa- 

mous Sports Cars, 6 large 12x14” suitable for 

framing, value over $12, only $1.50 postpaid. 

Borden Publ Company, 3077 Wabash Ave., 

Los Angeles 63, California. 

BUILD Your Own Su arger — Complete 

plans and instruction, $1.00. Alanne Engineer- 

ing, Box 135, Watertown 2, Conn. 

BUILD Your Own Tachometer, (electric) at 

tremendous sa’ i a plans and instruc- 

tions, $1.00. ngineering, Box 135, 

Watertown 3, Conn. 

SPORTS Car Sketches — For the enthusiast — 

8x10 Pen and Ink drawings — 300SL, Ferrari, 

D-Jag, XK140, TR-3, Porsche, VW, MG-TC- 

TD-F-A, Testa Rosa, der, Maserati, Lotus, 

Complete set oma .00, 12 for $5.00, any 

four 2% Ed Wood, 8310 Hood Drive, Rich- 

, Va. 
SPORTS Car and Automotive Specialties. A 
large selection of emblem jewelry, key chains, 
ft items, novelties. Free Catalog. M. G. & C. 
pany, Box 2514, Cheektowaga 25, N. Y. 


RALLY time and distance computers brand new 
Government surplus type B-4 with simple in- 
structions and sample problems. Satisfaction 
a a $1.25, Eastairco, Box 135, Cathedral 
tation, New York 25, N. Y. 

ENGINES, Chevrolet, Ford, Oldsmobile, Dodge, 
Buick, Mercury etc. 1955, 1958 near new, com- 
plete with or without transmission. Limited sup- 
ply of Corvettes, Thunderbirds, Turnpike Cruis- 
ers. Reasonably priced. Ledbetter Enterprises, 
1015 West 17th, Texarkana 9, Texas. 


M.B.—190SL—1956—14,000 miles. Maurice Hard- 
grove, M.D., 208 East Wisconsin Ave., Mil- 
waukee 2, Wisconsin. 

FERRARI Monza Chassis #498M, 3.5 recondi- 
tioned completely Portago engine #578M. Bod 
and car throughout in perfect condition. Will 
sacrifice $6500.00. Just received new 3.8. Reply 
P.O. Box 1561, Columbus, Georgia. 

RADIOS for foreign and domestic cars. Standard 
brands, complete with custom-designed adapters 
fit any car. ly warranted. Shipped anywhere. 
Write for prices and details for your car. Give 
make, lel, year. Telefix Nassau, 80 Gardiners 
Ave., Levittown, N. Y. 

BUGATTI type ’57 Ventoux Coach. A real col- 
lector’s bargain, $1600. Has new chrome, brakes, 
windshield. 40 Canterbury Lane, Westfield, N.J. 
FLAME-Retardent, New Type, Developed espe- 
cially for Racing! Used by top drivers. Will not 
irritate thin, we not make garment stiff. Im- 
mersion type. Will treat several suits. $1.50 
each, plus postage. Chick Leson’s Autosports 
Ltd., Dept. I, P.O. Box 458, Oakland 4, Calif. 
AC Ace-Bristol 1957, Maroon, unraced, 8500 
miles, HD dampers, safety belts, heater. $4000 
or nearest offer. res available. Davis, 401 
York St., Olean, N. 

1957 JOMAR Stage II Climax. Engine Rebuilt 
and Balanced. Ready to Race. Price including 
trailer, $3600. Contact Bob Columbosian, 105 
Argilla Road, Andover, Mass. 


AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT 
it -Power-Mileage Equip- 


THE Truth about Speed 
ment. Free Catalog. Write! Almquist Engineer 
ing, Milford SC2, Pennsylvania. 
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JUDSON Supercharger for Volkswagen. Brand 
new in original carton. $118.00. R. Young, 3602 
Michigan Avenue, Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 


USED Foreign Car Parts including Austin, MG 
(TC & TD), Volkswagen, Porsche, Renault. La- 
tham Motors, Bridge Circle, Highland, N. Y. 
OL 6-8371. 


SPORTS CAR BODIES 


FIBERGLAS Sports Bodies — Easily bolts on 
Crosley, Fiat, etc. — $295. Jaguar, Ford, Chev, 
etc. — $495. Free Broct. ire. Almquist Engineer 
ing, Milford SC4, Pennsylvania. 


ACCESSORIES 


CAR Plaques Of The World—U.S.A., England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, N.Y., London, 
Paris, etc. Beautiful fired enamel and bronze. 
Mount on your grill $6.95. Car Badges—Welsh 
Dragon, Scottish Lion, Irish Shamrock, Rose of 
Seatend, Canada — Leaf, Rotary, United 
Nations, Brussells orld’s Fair, S.A.F., 
U. S. Army, U. S. Navy, etc. Over 200 British 
Army Regiments, Corps insignias. Triple chrome 

















on brass, genuine vitreous enamel. $10.95. 
Chrome badge bar, $12.50. Mounting clip $1.00. 
Flag Badges Of The World—U.S.A., Union Jack, 


Confederate, Checkered flag, Germany, St. 
George’s Cross, United Nations, Lime Rock, etc. 
Will shape and fit any surface. Size 2” x 1%”. 
Adhesive backing. 3 for $2.00. Imported Sports 
Car Name Plates with black background, raised 
silver letters—Ja; , XK-140, K-150, Tri- 
umph, TR-3, MGA, etc. Size 5” x 21”. $7.95. 
International Identification Plaques — France, 
Germany, Belgium, Holland, .S.A., Switzer- 
land, reat Britain with coat-of-arms of 
countries in color sealed oR pomp plastic. 
Size 5” x 7”. $9.95. Send ch or money order. 
Write for complete listings. Race and Rally, 
287 Jay Street, Brooklyn 1, N. Y. MAin 5-3346. 


VOLKSWAGEN Owners! Build a collapsible 
bed for your Volkswagen. Complete detailed 
Plans and Instructions — $1.00. xbury Tool 
Company, Roxbury, Conn. 


CARPETS: Custom made viscose adds luxury 
Fg imported car . . . MG TD TF $19.95, 
MG A $38.50, Jaguar XK120 $38.50, Thunder- 
bird $38.50, Corvette $29.95. Others on request. 
Specify red, black, grey, green. Full refund if 
not satisfied. Send $5.00, balance C.0.D., Barker 
Motors, 2291 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, Conn. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


HIGH Paying Jobs, Opportunities, foreign, USA. 
All trades. Companies pay fare. For information 
write Dept. 58J, National Employment Informa- 
tion, 1020 Broad, Newark, New Jersey. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NOW Dismantling — All types foreign cars 
Jaguar, Porsche, VW, MGTD, MGTC, MGTF, 
Alvis, Anglia, Austin, Healey, Consul, Hillman, 
Jowett, Morris, Renault, peng Singer, Sun- 
beam, TR-2. All inquiries welcomed. Sherman 
Way Auto Wreckers, 12643 Sherman Way, No. 
Hollywood, Calif. PO-50360, ST-75479. 


35 MM Color Slides. Set of four beauties—$2.00. 
Set 1—Jaguar C; Ferrari 4.9; Kurtis-Cad; Sur- 
prise Triple Lineup. Set 2—Ferrari Testa Rossa; 
Ghia Fiat; Jaguar D; Ferrari-Maserati Lineup. 
Rabric Enterprises, 7668 Winnetka Ave., Canoga 
Park, Calif. 


‘“‘WINEMAKING,”’ $1.00. ‘‘Stout, Beer, Ale 
Brewing,’’ $1.00. Both illustrated. Eaton Books, 
Box 1242-V, Santa Rosa, California. 


‘“‘WRECKING Foreign Cars for Parts’’ 1953 
XK120, °51 Mark 7, 1952, °53, °54 Austins, 
1952 Humbers, 1952 Singer, 1951 Hillmans, 1948 
Hillman Conv., 53 Morris Minor. Many ’50 
Austins, Renault, Anglia, Prefect, Standard 
Vanguard, Zephyr, others. Write your needs. 
Jack’s Auto Parts, 4000 So. Four Mile Run Dr., 
Arlington, V-a. Jackson 7-5570. 


HILLMAN Owners: Send for Free photo of 
latest, most useful, beautiful accessory. Just for 
ou! (Bucket seat models only). Fuller Products, 
Box 18505, Houston, Texas. 


FORMER Service Manager, Carroll Shelby 
Sports Cars, Inc. seeks similar employment 
within hundred-mile radius of Los Angeles. Also 
experienced in competition driving. Contact: 
=. Pitt Kinsolving, Fremont St., Bridgeport 


, 






































a@ young man’s fancy 
turns to the brand new 


SPORTS CARS 
ILLUSTRATED DIRECTORY 


The 1959 SCI DIRECTORY, the world’s 
most complete guide to sports cars, is 
now being readied for Fall publication. 
Keep your eye on the pages of SPORTS 
CARS ILLUSTRATED for further de- 
tails and announcements. This year’s 
Directory is a real bolide! 
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fi 1913... PEUGEOT introduced the modern small, fast engine 


to American racing 
in this Indianapolis | 
Speedway winner! | 


Now in 1958... 











ugeot—one of the world’s great names in auto making—now brings to America a 5-6 passenger family 


lan that has all the spirit and glow of a sports car. Body is single unit construction. The 4 cylinder 


ugeot engine has fancy get-up-and-go, gives 30 miles per gallon and over 80 mph top speed. The very 





sible Peugeot price of $2175 (P.0.£.,N.Y.) includes ALL this: sliding sun-roof, whitewall or Michelin “X” | 


s, heater-defroster, economy 4th gear, windshield washers, dashboard clock and reclining “‘sleep-on”’ seats. | 


} 
| a 
PRONOUNCED 
*POQQJ-OH" 


ar 1 Serviced by Renault dealers throughout the United States 


OoOnoonnofmnr”™ 


NN 


For illustrated brochure, write: Peugeot, inc., 120 East 56th Street, New York 22, N.Y. 











| 


world’s 
greatest 
stopping 
power 


The world’s greatest and only technical braking advance in our time—disc 
brakes—are standard equipment on the beautiful, new 1958 TR3 from 
Britain. This is the braking system that has all others stopped cold. 

That’s because our disc brakes really dissipate heat, giving you at least 
four times more braking efficiency. Any brakes stop hard once or twice, 
but the intense heat created seriously cuts down future braking ability. This 
is called fading . . . something you'll never know in an exciting TR3... even 
if you try ten panic-stops in a row. And you stop with such grace. Your 
wheels actually slow up in direct relation to your pedal pressure. You roll to 


a stop... without a waver ... in any weather. 


Naturally, the very need for this greater stopping power proves that this 
car can really go, as well. It is a classic example of TR3 engineering integrity 
... the world’s finest performance value. So if you want to start a sensation, 


there’s one stop you must make. . . come for a guest-drive today. 


If you’re planning a European trip, write for our money saving Overseas Delivery Brochure. 


TR 


ony 82675 
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*2675 at U.S. ports of entry, plus state 
and/or city taxes (slightly higher West Coast.) 
Wire wheels, hard top, rear seat, 
white wall tires and overdrive, etc. optional extra 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
BRAKES: Disc brakes on front wheelst 
TOP SPEED: 110 MPH MILEAGE: up to 35 MPG 
ENGINE: 4 cyl. (OHV) 1991 cco OUTPUT: 100 BHP 
ACCELERATION: 0-50 in 8 sec. 
MAINTENANCE: 
Parts and service 
available coast to coast! 
Free Brochure and 
dealer list on request. 
Write now—for fun! 
tA Triumph plus . . . as standard equipment, 


STANDARD-TRIUMPH MOTOR COMPANY, INC., Dept.F8, 1745 Broadway, (at 56th St.), New York 19 
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